
I

I
DACORI]MAI\D
CHILTERN
POTTERS GI]ILD

rlli-lt

NEIISLBTTER
MARC.H

L 9 9 : a



FROIT PAGE PEOTOGRAPH Decorated pot, by George Yl1son

coilTErTs

E d l t o r l a l  -  L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d l t o r .  . . .  . . , 1
A n  E v e n l n g  w l t h  G e o r 6 e  V l l s o n ,  . , , . , , , . , 2
T h e  T e a  C e r e u o n y ,  , . . , . 3
G l a z l n g  -  a n  A l t e r n a t l v e  l { e t h o d .  . , . , .  . . , , . . . , 5
B o o k  R e v l e w . . .  , , , , , 7
S u l I  A d v e r t l s e r e n t s .  , . , . . . . , 8
P r o f l l e e .  . . . . 8
X e w  G u l l d  l l e m b e r s ,  . . , . . . . 8
F u t u r e  E v e n t s .  , . , , 9

,  C roesword .  , .  . .  . . 11
Conn t t t ee  L l s t .  . , , , ,  , , Lz

IETTER,S TO THE EDITOR
Dear liervyn
liany thauks for offerlng to forward uy subscrlptlon to the treasurer.
Tblnting back, a long tlre ago, I tblnk that our orlglnal aesoclatlon
began at nlght echool at ilorthwlck Park pottery classes. Goodness knows
bow long ago that wae! (about 1962 Ed, )
I do tblnk that the uew fornat of tbe neweletter ls very nrch better and
you should be congratulated on the luprovereats,

Best wlsbee and nany thanke, Ken Kalght

Dear ldervyn
I really bad to put pen to paper to let you know how pleased I wae to
recelve tbe latest Potters Gulld f,ewsletter. Ylat euper presentatlon -

lt nakee such a dlfference. I really felt that I wanted to read. lt all
frou cover to cover. I felt that tbe dlagrare were ueeful aad the
decent photographE noet welcore.

Desptte havlng been a very passlve uenber of the Gulld for Juet over a.
year I do bave aore ldeas about tbe Xewsletter and what I'd llke to see
ln l t  -  t f  you're intereEted! (  I  certalaly aa! Ed, )
ldeas: -

1 .  Rev iews o f  ceramlc  exh lb l t loas  -  e .g .  Luc ie  R le .  P lus  de ta l le  o f
forthcontng exhlbitlons/denonstratlona/taLke etc ln tbe local area,
( ,See FUTURE BVE/l''?iS for Gulld & other eyeats - Ed, )

2, The uewsletter fol lowlng a reet lng sbould contala notes, not Just a
revlew, of the technlque denonstrated/dlscussed at the reetlng wlth
sultable ptctures/dlagram etc, Thls would man that the neweletter
would becone a reference point,  especlal ly f  or keen amteur6. I fe can' t
always plck al l  the polnts up during the reet lng,

3. Detal ls about focaf potters and ueubers of the Gul1d..  I t  would be
lnterestlng to flnd out peoples speclallsre and where we could go for
extra tul t lon or to learn a part lcular tecbnlque or approach to pottery,

Opportunltles to vlslt local pottere to galn lnalght and guldance
fron then would be useful. Also the opportualty to experlnent wlth
dlfferent glaztng tecbnlquee would be an advantage, evenlng classes can
be res t r l c t lng  espec la l l y  1 f  you  w lsh  to  t ry  ou t  soueth lng 'd i f fe ren t ' .
( I have approached a new rember - Doug .lone6, about a One Day Pottery
Vorkshop, wrtte to Hanna Chrtstlanson or llarguetlte iloon tf you want to
follow up oa thls tdea - Ed, )

4, At reet lats or dercnstrat lons, t l re to try out the tecbnlgues to
gatn banda on experlence - whlch ls always better than slnply watchlng,
I lstenlng or taklng notes. (  Any ideas out tbere? - Ed, )
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I nr pJ,cased to Dot€ the hoaEety ln paultue o,DerlE revler of oae of
tbe potters deragtratlous fron the open day. unfortuaately, I dlda, t
6et to lt but had beard reporte. Her polnt about needlng careful
plannlug and a Ere rTheatrlcal Perforuace' ls rvell ndi ad neerrs to
be coueldered also for the Frlday reettags.

Aoyray, thaate for the nore toterestlng and profeeslonal preeentattoa of
tbe uerrsletter - I loot forward to uany !crr€.

legards, Llnda Bryant

Thaak you both for your letters and suggestJoas, I aa glad to say that
several Gutld rembera phaned to exprees how very pleased they were wtth
the laet l{evsJetter.
Havlag sald that, I ntat apologlae for the sllght confuston cauaed to
sore members by my note about a Cannlttee reettag at Oddfellows HaJf,
sJace Jt ras not conpleteJy cl.ear that thtE tme not a general reettng.
Brlan BlckneiJ wtll be proof readlng future capft so I hope t+e wtJJ
fllter out errors or avotd canfuatoa 7a future

Our curreat pJaa ls to produce a rVensletter every 2 wnths,. cToeiag date
for ltere for the l(ay'lsaue wlll be 20 AprlJ, Da heep the artJcles
coatng, let re knon what ls gotng oa, what you are varhta6 on etc, If
you have ude dlscovertea that you thlak wouid be usefuJ ta ather
rembera then let re how!

Let re ta.ke t.bJs opportuntty ta remlnd everyoae that Gutld rembers caa
place atra,ll advertiserents ln the frewalatter absoJuteJy free. All you
need to do ta send ne a note of the detatle,
Ily thaahe for a 'Typtag lrlarathon' & research, fron ny daughter Caral &
the excelJent artlcJes from Staa Rorp"r & Ruth Brown,

llervya FttzvtTlTan

A EVEXIf,G YITH GEONGE YILSiOf, T4,02.92
George Vllsoa spoke qutetly and authorltatlvely. It was easy to eee
that bere vraa a scbooLnaeter well able to put over ldeas, a nan of
vlslon and laeplratlon, a llan who had learned to see,

ffe begau by quotlng a poen of hlE chlldbood, whlch started wlth the
words 'A curve ln the road. I I wlEh that I had been able to wrlte lt
all down aB we were'Ied through the woods, rconllght.and clouds and
aaked to see as well as look.

Techuiguee, he observed, were sluple to learu but deslgn and decoratlon
dlffl.cult to abaorb. His flret ellde wae of treee upslde-down ald
lrposed over a cut out bottle form or large dlsc/plate. 9e saw
etriattous, black sllp, waxed, scratched mtt whtte gLaze; one could eee
the poselbl l l t les ln thls.

ThlE sane sllde, shown oa lts slde, nade borlzontal Ilnes, not vertlcal
and was equall.y as effectlve, Certalnly ldeas were lmediately
stlnulated as we mved tbrough slldes of waBhed and beaten etones ou a
beach, worn and weathered planke, netal glrders planted by tbe eea, red
Lron, gravel baee aad whlte tlpped wElves.

He showed pots mde fron ldeae etlnulated by these slldes. A sculpted
vase based on drlftwood began wlth a thrown cyllnder, a slab, shaped and
carved remlnlsceat of tlde nark6 on a beach was draped over tbe cyllnder
and sprayed wlth lron oxlde. A collectlon of three pote based on an
tdea fron pollarded wlIowa, were agatn thrown and slabs added and tben
plerced and cut out.

There waa no doubt, that as we watched the slldes followlng one after
tbe other,  we could al l  v lsualtee our owD netbod of achlevlng siul lar
effects.  I t  was also obvlous that al l  present were gtvlng thelr  ful l
at tent lon, as the qutet,  lntent,  atrdlence sbowed. Thls surely ehowed
the baslc reagon bebind tbls rethod - we were led to conslder our own
ray of achlevlng the decoratlon suggested by these lnages. Horever,
George explatned how hls own effects were obtalned,
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As aa llstance be erplalned tbe glazlng of a bowl uslng ao oalon seed
head ae the baslc deelgn. It sbowed as llgbt areas of lrldescence 1a
the centre of tbe tearcku bowl. Flrst he sprayed wbite 6,Laze, theu wax
reelsted area6 whlcb were the Eeed bead deslgn, tben added green glaze
to thlE centre area, whlch be scratched, then waxed agala and flaally
sprayed tbe tennoku 6l.aze.

Tbe slldee ended wlth a few sectlons of stens stalned red - tbey looked
Ilke stlk uubrellas. George potnted out that tbe design wa6 mde up of
a repeated ovold sbape, sore suall and close-set, whtch appeared darter
than the larger one6.

Tbe secoad half of the evenlng wae of equal lnterest, Three proJectors
were placed behlad and focused onto a frare covered wlth gauze. It
looked rather llke a quallty puppet theatre. A alnple plastlc bottle
wae placed behlnd aud cloee to tbe €icree!. The proJectors were swltcbed
on aad tbree lnages appeared on the acreen. Fron the central proJector
vre saw the stron6est lna6e; the sllde.proJectore, strlkln6 at dlfferent
anglea, produced a paler dlatorted lnage, glvln6 depth to tbe plcture,
vlslble to the audlelce of bIack, grey aad white.

Vhel flltera of varlous colours were placed ln front of tbe proJected
tlgbt the resultlng effect wae blocks of colour, rather pale lrtrondrlaa
etyle lnages. As well ae tbe cbanglng fllters, the obJect behtnd the
screen was changed to a brlck, a laurel braach aad other plaat llfe. If
tbe rectangular shaped fllter lay on lte slde, the resultant block Eeen
ou tbe ecreea was leagthened. So wltb such slrple lters and tbe
superlnpoeed blocke of colour, nureroue effects were created wblcb could
be altered to produce varloue forre. One of the rcet neuorable and
slnple to acbleve for us, at hone or at the worksbopr was tbe shadow
caet by tbe sua, of a rose branch ov€r a large whlte plate.

A very satlsfyiug evenlngl RUTS BROTtr
THE TEA CEREi{ONY

Ah yes ,  bu t  + ,h is  io  d i f  f  e ren t l  Not  the  Japanese one.
I t , f s  the  Br t t i sh  Tea Ceremony,  da t ing  f rom a f te r  c1660.  Thea s lnens ls
(syn .  Cane l l ia  thea)  the  p lan t - leaves  wh ich  then came over  f ron  Ch ina  (v ia
the  Eas t  Ind ia  Conpany)  ond wh ich ,were  so ld  a t  ex t remely  h igh  pr lces  ln
London.  AL one t ime the  cos t  per  pound o f  tea  was rough ly  equ iva len t  to  a
t r rp  c ra f  tsman 's  wages fo r  a  month ,  r rp  to  5O sh t i l tngs !

Eventua l l y  p r lces  came down,  desp l te  the  heavy  taxa t ion  on  tea ,  and near ly
e v e r y o n e  b e g a n  t o  d r t n k  t e a ,  t h e  c o n s u m p t l o n  o f  a l e  f a l i i n g  d r a s t i c a l l y .
Very  l i t t le  water  was ever  d runk  owing  to  the  many lu rpur i t les  i t  con ta ined.

The mis t ress  o f  the  househo ld ,  amon6st  the  r i cher  faml I ies ,  kep t  a  locked
box wh lch  conta lned usua l ly  two smal l  can is te rs  and one e l igh t ly  la rger .
These he ld  genera l l y  two types  o f  tea ,  b lack  or  Ereen ( the  fo rmer  be tng  the
fer ruented  lea f ) ,  and re f lned wh l te  sugar .  Th ls  smal l  tea  ches t  was  kept
w l th  her  and locked to  p revent  servants  f rom's tea l lng '  the  leaves  (ond the
sugar ) '  and  thus  the  na ld ,  o r  cook ,  who w lshed to  d r ink  the i r  m is t ress 's
tea, had to nake do with saved, dr ied-out,  once-brewed leaves - and brown,
unre f ined sugar .

Notw i ths tand ing  the  fac t  tha t  the  tea  was Srown in  Ch ina ,  i t  was  ca l led
' I n d l a n ' ,  a n d  d i f f e r e n t l a t e d  l n t o ,  e . E .  , p e k o e  s o u c h o n g ,  ( ' p a k - h o  s i a u -
c h u n g ' )  m e a n l n g  ' p l a n t - t y p e  w l t h  w h i t e  h a i r s ;  ' c o n g o u '  ( ' k o n g - f u ' )  n e a n i n g
' labour '  because the  Ch lnese labourers  hand- ro l led  the  leaves  ln to  smal l
p e l l e t s  l l k e  g u n s h o t ,  h e n c e  a l s o  t h e  n a m e , g u n p o w d e r ,  t e a ;  a n d ' b o h e a ,
( 'wu- i ' )  wh lch  was grown ln  Wu- i ,  Fuk len  Prov lnce .  The East  Ind ia  Company
bought  these b lack  teas  as  we l i  as  the  green teas ,  wh lch  lnc luded 'hyson '
f r o m ' Y u - t s l e n ' ,  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e s  a s  r b e f o r e  r a i n s , .

The Eng l lsh  nane ' tea '  der ives  f rom the  Ch inese (Mandar ln )  p ronunc ia t ion ,
' tay '  o r  ' tee '  ln  the  por t  o f  Amo; | ,  Fuk len ,  as  compared w i th  the  Cantonese
p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f r t c h a r  o r ' c h ' a '  -  a s  l t  l s  i n  m o d e r n  H o n g  K r : n g .
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There  are  tany  I t ln  s i tes  ln  Fu t ien  aak tng  s tonenare  and porce la tn  vesse ls
f  ro r  ear ly  t t rs .  Dur lng  the  17 th  century  cons iderab le  t rad tng  rns  lade
beten these I i ln-mre aasters and Indonestan oerchants. ln 16O3 the
Dutch captured a porcelatn-tradlng shlp, and fron thence began the European
t rade,  the  produc t  be lng  ca l led 'Kraak  porse le ln '  because 1 t  was  car r led  ln

Dutch-type Portuguese 6al leons naned 'Carracks' .  Much of thts enornous
q u a n t l t y  o f ' b l u e  a n d  w h l t e '  p o r c e l a t n  w a s  c a r r l e d  l n  t h e  b i l g e s  o f  t h e
shlps to support  the cases of tea, pt led above ln order to heep the tea

dry, by prevent ln6 sea-water whlch ieeped into the lor ler parts of the hold
froo reachin6 these cases.

At  about  th ts  t tne  EngI lsh  ear thenr rare  po t te ry  cons ls ted  nos t ly  o f 'd rab
Hare ,  o r  rc rean s ta t 'e ' ,  the  la t te r  be lng  naned 'Queensware '  by  Jos lah
Uedgrood a f te r  Char lo t tb ,  w t fe  o f  George I I I .  Desp l te  the  de l l ca te  and
poputar Queensware, the soclety ladles preferred to use the thlnner and
nore  luxur lous  Ch lnese porce la ln ,  ca l led 'ch lna '  by  the  Eng l lsh '  (and ever

s lnce) .  In  l7 t6 /17  Johann Fr iedr lch  B6t tger  and Ehrenf r ied  Ua l ther ,  Gra f
von Tschlrnhaus6n, produced the f l rst  European porcelaln, at  Melssen. Thls

was cop led  as  fa r  as  posbtb le  by  o ther  po t ie rs ,  and nuch 'so f t -pas te '
porcelaln bras produced ln England. However thls was below the standard
qua l l t y  o f  ' ch lna ' , .  and o f ten  c racked or  sp l ln te red  wt ren  subJec ted  to
bo i l tn !  water .  Eventua l ty  Andrew Duch6 f ron  Georg la ,  Aner lca ,  w l th  l { t l l l ao

Cookroi thy, a Plynouth chenlst ,  uslng'unaker '  ( the Cherokee Indlan nane

for ,ch lna  s tone i )  nanaged to  p roduce a  good 'hard-pas ter  porce la ln ,  wh lch
r lva l led  the  ch lna .  The ' so f t -pas te '  porce la tn  wh lch  had been uade

earl ler,  was supplenented by 'bone-chlna'  (uslng bone-ash) whlch ls knosr
the  wor ld  over  as . 'Eng l lsh  (bone)  ch lna ' .

A t  f l r s t  n a n y  o f  t h e ' t e a  s e t s '  w e r e  n a d e  a l s o  o f  s i l v e r ;  b u t  s l n c e  t h e
' tea-bowlsr bore no handles and had to be held between f lnger and thumb,
nany  tea-dr lnhers  found the l r  tea-dr lnk lng  ' too  ho t  to  hand le , ,  s l l ver
be tng  an  exce l len t  conductor  o f  heat .  So the  swl tch  came f ron  s l l ver -ware
to creanware to chi 'na and thence to Engltsh porcelaln..

H l6h  soc ie ty  re l l shed tn  ho ld ing  pr lva te  tea  par t les  ln  o rder  to  show o f f ,
no t  on ly  the l r  f lnances  in  be lng  ab le  to  purchase quant l t les  o f  h tgh-pr lced
teas  o f  vary ing  sor ts ,  bu t  a lso  the  la tes t  decora t ive  des igns  ln  porce la in
ware. Unfortunately the Chinese trade had become so great that many
in fe r io r  qua l l t ies  a rose,  espec ta l l y  ln  des lgn .  Vas t  numbers  o f  decora tors
were employed, thus increasing the var ious styles and patterns. I t  becane
nost  d i f f i cu l t  to  ob ta in  a  comple te  se t  o f  twe lve  ( le t  a lone twenty )  cups ,
saucers'  pots and plates al l  bearlng the sane designs. Hence orders were
nade, both ln Chlna and England, expressly for complete sets of tea-ware,
bear ing  ldent ica l  pa t te rns .

A word here about dozens! How many are there ln a dozen? lle know. about
'Bakers'  dozens'  -  but there were between usual ly twelve and twenty four to
the dozen teapots! (The Potters '  dozen! )  The slmple reason for thls ts
that the standard count teapot was equal to a ,one plnt Jug'  -  or twelve to
the  dozen.  But  i f  the  po ts  he ld  two p ln ts  t f ren  they  hrere  c lassed as 's lx
to  the  dozen ' ,  and th is  was the  method used to  descr lbe  the  s lzes  o f  a t l
the  tea  (o r  co f fee)  vesse ls ,  -  ra ther  l l ke  c lay  f lowerpots  -  (? ts  to  80 ,s
t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  w e i g h t  o f  ' h u r n p '  c l a y )  -  t h e r e  b e l n g  6 ' s ,  L 2 ' s ,  1 8 , s  a n d
even 36 's  o f  teapots ,  tea  cups  e tc .  to  the  dozen.

T h e  f i r s t ' t e e  c u p s r  w e r e  s m a l l  b o w l s ,  o f  w h l c h  a  s n a l l  t e a  s e r v l c e
conprlsed six (or twelve) plus saucers, with a teapot,  sugar box or bowl
( o f t e n  w i t h  a  c o v e r  a n d  p l a t e ) ,  a  m l l k  p o t  o r  J u g ,  a n d  a  s l o p  b a s l n .  A
la r6e  tea  se t  wou ld  have a t  leas t  twe lve  (poss lb ly  twenty )  tea  cups  and
saucers, one large teapot and a snal ler one, the two teapots probably being
used fo r  a  Sreen and a  b lack  tea ,  o r  the  sna l le r  po t  n igh t  con ta ln  co f fee .
A  t e a  c a n l s t e r  w o u l d  b e  t n c l u d e d  l n  t h e  s e t .  T e a ' c a d d l e s ' c a m e  l a t e r ;  t h e
w o r d  d e r i v l n g  f r o m ' k a t i ' ,  a  M a l a y a n  w o r d  f o r  a  m e a s u r e  ( o f  t e a )  o f  a b o u t
1l  pounds welght.  These caddles we.re usual ly nade of exot lc woods, paper
oAch€,  oo ther -o f -pear l ,  i vory  o r  to r to lse-she i l .  As  tea  becane nuch
reduced ln  p r ice  and was thus  a l lowed to  be  kept  ln  the  k l tchen,  by  1830
the  cadd ie  becane jus t  an  ord lnary  conta lner .
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B u t  t h e  e a r t h e n w a r e  a n d  p o r c e i a i n  t e a  s e r v l c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  t e a D c | , ,
c o n t i n u e d  t o  v i e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  d e s i g n  a n d  d e c o r a t i o n .  G o n e  w e r e  m o s t
o f  t h e  C h i n e s e ' w i n e - p o t '  o r i g i n a l s :  C l a s s i c  d e s l g n s  w e r e ' i n ' ,  a n d  a i l  l h e
var ious ,  renowned pot te rs  p roduced hundreds  o f  shaper  and s ty les .
Imi ta t ion  an lmals ,  f lowers  and vegetab les  were  among the  des igns .  The
hand les  on  the  cups  and teapots  were  made in to  a l l  manners  o f  shapes.
S a u c e r s  w e r e  v a r i e d  f r o m  s h a l l o w  d t s c s ,  a l m o s t  l i h e  p l a t e s ,  t o  d e e p  s e m l -
bowls .  I t  was  thought  tha t  the  hab i t  o f  pour ing  ho t  tea  in to  the  saucer  to
coo i  i t  fo r  d r ink lng  was conmon-p lace ,  bu t  a l though rc ,ye i l t y  d id  th is  a t  one
t i m e ,  t h i s  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c a m e  t o  b e  c o n s l d e r e d  i m p o l i t e ,  T h e  h a b i t  m a y  h a v e
l i n g e r e d  l o n g e r  i n  h o t  c o u n f r i e s  l i k e  I n d l a ,  h o w e v e n ,  w h e r e  c o o l e r  t e a
mi6ht be more advantageous.

The main  use  o f  the  saucer  wa5 to  conta ln  any  dr ips  f rom the  cup or  spoon.
The houset ro lc l  m is t ress 's  spoon was usua l ly '1on6 and t f r in ly  po in ted  a t  one
end in  o rder  to  c lear  the  ho les  o f  any  tea- leaves  a t  the  spout  base o f  the
teapot ,  so  tha t  the  tea  wou ld  f low eas . i l y .  One qua in t  Eng l ish  cus tom wag
for  her  to  f i l l  each cup as  t t  became enpty ,  w i thout  ask ing .  One never
r e f u s e d  t h e  n e x t  c u p  o f  t e a !  A ' C r r r i k s h a n k '  t y p e  d r a w l n g  f r o m  1 8 2 5  s h o w s  a
Frenchman,  a  gues t  o f  the  househo ld ,  f ina l . l y  hav ing  to  excuse h imst : I f
p a i n f u l l y  a f t e r  d r i n k i n g  h i s  1 4 t h  c u p l  H e  d i d  n o t  k n o w  o f  t h e  c t - r s t o m  o f
p lac lng  the  spoon ins lde  the  cup i f  no  more  tea  wt rs  r r lqu i red !

Many po t te rs  today  spec ia l i ze  ln  mak ing  teapots .  Some o f  these teapot :
a re  p Ia in ,  ear then$rare ,  s toneware  or  porce la in l  $ome are  h igh iy  decora ted ;
$ o m e  a r e  n a d e  t o  l o o k  l i k e  a n l m a l s ,  h o u s e s ,  s h i p s ,  c a r s  o r  i m a g i n a r y
ob jec ts .  One or  two teapots  have been urade w i th  the  spoc ia l i t y  o f  b rewing
t e a ;  l l k e  t h e  S Y P  ( S i m p l e  Y e t  P e r f e c t )  p o t  w h i c h  w a s  t u r n e d  9 0 '  t o  d r a i n
t t r e  t e a - l e a v e s ;  o r  t h e ' C a d o g a n '  w i t h  n o  l i d  w h i c h  w a s  f i i l e d  f r o m  b e l o w '
g l a s s  u n s p i l l a b l e  l n k p o t  s t y l e ,  b u t  n o  o n e  k n n w s  h o w  t h e  t e a - I e a v e s  $ r e r e
evacuated !  Th is  may have been ius t  a  ho t -water  po t

I n  N o r w i c h ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  w o r l d  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t e a p o t s  i s  h o u s e d ,  a t  t h e
C a s ; t l e  M u s e u m .  T h i s  c o l l e c t t o n  c o n t a i n s  s o m e  2 , 6 0 0  t e a p o t s ,  a n d  a  l a r g e
booh has  been wr i t ien  by  Rob in  Emmerson,  the  D i rec tor  o f  the  Museun,
descr ib lng  rn6ny  s f  these teapc . ts  a : ;  we l  l  as  de ta i  I  ing  a  h is to ry  o f  th r l
B r i t i s h  T r : a p o t  * .  T h e r e  a r e ,  o i  c o u r s e ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  b o o k s  w r i  t t " e n  a l r e a d y
s b o u t  t e a p o t s ,  -  a n C : i ; t i j l  m o r - e r . e n a i n  t o  b e ' l e t a i l e d  a b o u t  t n i s  f a s c i n a t i n g
$ubJ e{ :  t .

P t : r t raps  l ;he  Gu i  ld  r :ou id  a r ra r rsc  f  o r  a  meet  ing  abcr r t  teapot -mak ing  e tc .  anC
a  r u m n e r  o u t i n g  t o  v i s i t  t h e  M u s e u m ?

*  t s r i t i s h  T e a p o l r  a n d  T e a  D r i n k i n g ,  1 7 0 0 - 1 8 5 0 .  H M S O ,  1 9 9 2 ;  l a r g e  p a p e r b a c k
3 i l O  p p .  f  1 6 ' . 9 5 ,  *  o b t a i n a b l e  v i a  a n y  H l t l S O  b o o k s h o p ,  D r  ( s a m e  p r i c e  p o s t
pa id )  f r ' , :mr  HMSO Pr - rb i i ca t io f l r ,  Cent , rc ,  F reepor ; t ,  PO Box 276,  L r :n r1on,  SWB 5DT

A  r n u ' : h  s m a l l e r  b r : n k i r - r t  ' o n r :  F o r  T h c  P o t '  l s  a v a i  i a b l e  a t  f 2 . b 0 ,  s h o w i n g
e x a m p l e s  o f  t e a p c t s  f r o m  t h e  e a r I  i e ' s t  e a r t h e n w a r e s  t o  t h e  1 9 f h  a n d  2 o t h
cer r  lu r ies  s ty ies  r r f  wr r re5 ;  o t r la inab le  f  rom the  same address .  S t .a i r  Rom+r .

GLAZIIG - AU ATTERI{ATiVE I,TETHOD
ilurray FleldhouEe he lent re an art ic le

on the above subJect fron Brt t leh Ceraulc Rbvlew [o.88, Vlnter 1991. He
thougbt that 1t  nay be of lnterest,  nost ly Just for lnformtlon, but who
know6, EotrEone nay want to use lt aa a decoratlng technlque.

The nethod should be deecrlbed as Organlc Powder Coating, now in
wldespread use la var lous lnduetr lea to 6ive f tnlshes on refr lgerators,
car wheels and varlous kl tchen l tens, a6 an al ternat lve to vl t reous
enanel. Recently thls technlque bae been extended to. glve an
alternat lve coat lng on ceranlc l teus, lnstead of glazes
The coat lngs fal l  tnto 3 categortes; Epoxy, Epoxy Poryester & polyester
The Epoxy Polyester powders are the nost wldely used for ceranlc
coat lngs, having good colour stabl l l ty and strength character lst lcs.
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The powdena caD be tailored to glve a wlde varlety of flalsbee, sucb as
textures, rlppres, pewter, barer, retallic a[d sparklee. It ebould be
understood that physlcal characterletlcs are reduced sorewhat witb theee
rcdlfled coatlnga and Bpory Poryeeter caanot be exposed contluuousry
outdoors wlthout chalking aud lose of gloas.

App l lca t lon
Yhen used conmerclally tbe ponder le applleil vla Epray Euo6, uslng a
fluidised bed of powder ae a euppry. An erectrostatlc charge le apprled
to tbe lten to be coated - 1f tbls is ceraulc lt nrst be beated to
approxlnately 200 deg.C, this wl11 nake t t  electr lcal ly conduct lve. Tbe
erectrostatlc charge at,tracts the powder dlrectly to the cerad.c, so
overspray ls ntnlnlsed. The flnlsb tE ftaally cured by heatlng at 200
deg.C fo r  10  n lnu teA.

Another nethod of appllcatloa ls the uae of tranefers or decals, whereby
the lmge le transferred by subltnlnatl.oa, iato the coatlng Burface,
glvlng greater durablrlty than surface tranefers, subllnlnatlon
transfer condltlons are 200 deg.C for 1E-90 secoads.
Tbe cornercial advantagea are eurertEed below.

Aesthetlcs
Aval lable ln vlr tual ly aay colour
Varlous gl.oss levels
Xo opaclty problene
Unuaual f,lnlsheE: tertures, rlpplee, pentere, bamere, sparkles,
aod retal l tc f tnishes
Allows new prlatlag techulquee

EcononlcE
vffiiTt ..toor. uttllsatton of tbe powder
Ready to uEe: no ulxlDg or adJustrents requlbed
Xo solveat or volat l lee
Vlrtually no effluent or waete problere
Low reJect rate
Very low ener$y regutrerents, ae flrlng tenperaturea are low and
dwell tlneE wlthin oveD€r are very strort

Productlvlty

Fast, clean, one-coat procees
EastIy autonated
Very hlgh producttvlty

Healtb aad Satety
lo heavy retals
Xon-pol lutlng
i lo VOC|s
Envlronnentally safe

U.  K .  Ins ta l la t lon
The first u.K. inetallatlon of the ,sinpleheat, proceers of poyrder
coat lng and curlng for decorat lve ceranlc l tere is at:-
Just Cats & Coupany of Stoke on Trent.

Further detal ls on the system can be obtalned from: col ln pratt ,
strpleHeat Limlted, Bury Road, chedburgh, Bury st. Edmrnds, suffolk
IP29 4UQ. TeI.  0284 850747. Fax. 0284 g50161.
( If anyone feels that they would rrke to vlalt Juet cate, please
contact one of the Progranre Secretar/es, )

l {ervyn Fitzwl l l tau 20, 02,92

)
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BOOK REVIEId

"Lus t re  Pot te ry" ,  A Ian  Ca iger -Smi th ,  The Herber t  Press .  Paperback ,  246 pp ,
f 1 6 . 9 5

Here ls a conprehenslve volume sr i t ten by that Br l t lsh master of the
subJect whlch deals wtth evdi^y aspect,  of  thls nore than thousand-year-old
beaut l fu l  po t te ry .  Of  a l l  the  nodern  sh l l led  po t te rs  who prac t lse  th is
luxur lous  ar t ,  the  au thor  o f  th ls  la tes t  vo lune ls ,  no  doubt ,  the  bes t
known ln  Br l ta ln .  He beg lns  by  de f in lng  the  severa l  k inds  o f  " lus t re
$rare",  the naln one general ly regarded as " l 'educed-pignent lustre" belng
exp la lned fu l l y  ln  very  c lear  te rms and w l th  nany  l l l us t ra t lons .  Most  o f
these l l lus t ra t lons  are  photographs  ln .b lack  and wh l te ,  a lso  there  are
several  beautt ful ly reproduced photographs ln nost del lcate colours.

The maJor  tex t  beg lns  w l th  the  h ls to ry  o f  lus t re  r ra re ,  wh lch  or lg lna ted
sone ml l 'es  to  the  nor th  o f  Baghdad,  then ca l led 'Med lna t -a1-Sa laan '  (The
Ctty of Peace! )  of  '10O1 Nlghts '  fane - ln nodern [raq. t lhereas gold,
sl lver and f lne 6lass had been used for court  vessels l t  was not unt l l
po t te ry  becane e labora te ly  decora ted  w l th  b r l l l l an t  g lazes  tha t  l t ,  too ,
was used by the rulers.  Thls was at a t lme when nrhi te glazes were
lntroduced there at court .

Many exanples and descrlpt lons of each perlod of lustre nare are given ln
conslderable detai l  -  and one nost lnterest lng developuent occurred when
the technlque spread to the ltloorlsh Ktngdons of southern Spain. l{e now
ca l l  the  ware  nade there 'na lo l tca ' ,  o f ten  to  be  thought  o f  as  ware  f ron
MaJorca  (Ma1 lonca) ,  bu t  l t  l s  p robab le  tha t  the  naue cones  f ron 'obra  de
M6la6a' (work of Mala6a), an area where nuch of lt was nade. Thls ware ls
known a lso  as  'H lspano-Moresque Lus t re '  -  and. l t  t rave l led  to  nor thern
I ta ly ,  poss lb ly  v la  the  6ssoc la t lon  o f  Span iards  and I to l lans  ln  the
Vat lcan.

Fron after then for sone 2OO hundred years l l t t le of the ware $ras nade -

and then Just a few potters began to lnl tate the style.  But several
ind iv idua l  po t te rs  ln  the  l9 th  century  such as  the  En6 l lshuan,  Ht l l tan  De
Morgan, and the Hungarlan, Vl lnos Zsolnayr developed modern technlques,
w l t l ch  lead s lowly  to  a  recent  rev lva l .  A t  th ls  po in t  ln  the  book  the
author  wr l tes  o  d lsser ta t lon  on  A lcheny  and the  para l le l  ln te res t  in  go lden
lustre ware. t le nay thtnk now of the alchenlsts as pseudo-scient ists and
'c rackpots ' ,  bu t  they  d ld  he lp  g rea t ly  wt th  the  sc lence and techn lque o f
lustres and enanels.

Whlch  bo th  subJec ts  lead d i rec t l y  on to  the  nodern  techn lques  o f  lus t red
pot te ry .  A lan  Ca iger -Sn i th  descr lbes  the  d t f f l cu l t ies  o f  the  produc t lon  o f
the  ware ,  and then goes  on  to  exp la ln  away those d l f f t cu l t les  w l th  the  use
of modern chenical  methods. Al l  aspects of the technique are expounded and
are  fu r ther  c la r l f ied  by  Frank  Haner ,  who de ta l l s  a  long I l s t .o f  ques t ions
and answers. There ls also 6 very comprehensive blbl iography for those who
wish  to  s tUdy ln  even 6rea ter  de ta t l .

Thts ts a book to read f .or lnterest,  to study for knowledge, and to keep
c lose  by  fo r  lns tan t  in fo rna t lve  adv lce .

At  a  t lne  when book  pr lces  are  r l s lng  s tead i l y  th is  pub l l ca t lon  shor . rs  g rea t
value fon what nust be considered a nodest sun.

Stan Rouer.
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PRC)FTLES

TARGARET TATTOT-BROI'f,
Iargaret wae born io 1950 and educated at Essex Unlversity and the
Courtauld Inst l tute a6 aD Art  l t lstor ian. Sl i  t len taugbt at Queen's
College and Croydon College. In her free tlm she went to evenla6
classes at tbe Addlsson Inst l tute tn Shepherd's Bush,

l[argaret flnds herself burtously obsessed by bowls and would llke to
work 1n carved porcelaln wlth a celadon gLaze but at the nonent does not
have access to a reductlon klIn. It ls only recently tbat l{argaret has
had the opportunlty to begln to take ber work serlously and she feels
that she hae a long way to go to lnprove ber work. Apart from bowls ber
aext paeslon and problem, ls the challenge of decoratlon. In thlE Ebe
is belped by ber extenslve kaowledge of art hletory, bowever tbls
sonetines ]eade to work whlch ts fatrly coatrlved.

ilargaret ts an admlrer of tbe work of her half slster, Anne Roe.

TONY CLARK
ion-re--Lnew nenber and bas beea the drlvlng force at Bedford Pottery
for nany years, producluE a range of garden pots. He 1s a quietly
spoken nan undaunted by any chal.Iange he facea.

Bedford Pottery contlnues to thrtve under hle dlrectlon and he stll l
Danages to flnd tbe tlne to glve lectures when called upon,

Tony haa proulsed u6 an artlcle on the
Pottery - sornetblng to look forward to
f,ewsletter!

DOUG, JOIES
Doug ls an open bearted, energetlc, professlonal potter, wlth a strong
aasoclattou for all thlngs Jalnneee. He also has a great affinlty for
the r lver and so, l l izes wlth hls fanl lyr ln a houae on the bank of the
Rlver Chess, at Rlcknaneworth. .Doug studled Art at Chesterfield College
to Interredlate level,  then to EDD at Goldanlths, At the age of 21 he
was teacblng at Goldsnlthe, He tben taught at Harrow, Croydon, The
Royal Col lege of Art ,  Sl lbury Hl l l  Co11e6e, then spent a year at Tbe
Arcr lcan Unlversl ty tn Europe.

Dou6 ls a new nember, althougb be has bad past aseoclatlons wlth the
Gui ld,  Current ly Doug ls off  to Japan for a tour whlch w111 lnclude
ueetlngs wlth several Potters. lre look forward to bearln6 fron blm on
h ls  re tu rn .

XETI ilEIiTBERS OF THE GUITD
lle would l1ke to take thls opportunity to welcone sone lrew nenbers.
Tonlr  Clark, Bedford Pottery,  56-58 Slnger Vayr Voburn Road Ind. Est, ,

, 21 Park l,[ount, Harpenden, Herts.
G.S. Q]g4stone, Tylers, Ll t t le Buahey Lane, Bushey, Herts.
Susan Graham, 95 I'{eadway, Hanpstead Garden Suburb' London f,Vl1.
noun ;ones. Riverslde Cottage, 11.4 lorfolk Road, Ricknanswortb.
Judi l{enges, 2L Stewart Road, Harpenden, HertE.
Andrea and Lee Prlest,  3 Prinroee Court ,  The l / l l lows, El len Road'
Ay lesbury .
Lesley Rtsby, i .13 Draycott  Avenue, Kentoa, Harrow, I{ lddr,
fb'o!€E-st w111 all bave a long and happy assoclatlon wlth the Gu1ld.
( .ln t.&js ediilon ne have more iaformtlon on two of the new reabers,
Toay C)ark aad Doug Jone6, Under the "Proflles" Headlng. I wauld llke
simllar proflles from other rembers, so pJease, aead thea tn! - Ed, )

orlglns and work of Bedford
ln a future lssue of the

Kenpston, Beds.
Carol  Crawle



FUTURE EVETTS

Gtilld Events
On ldarch 13th a talk and sl ldes on the use of preclous netals on
porce la ln  ano nu l t lp le  f l r lngs  by  Judy  Tr l rn  to  be  he ld  ln  Nor thchurcb .

On Apr1l  l .0th Judith 9ootten w111 talk about Porcelaln Jewel lery and
sl ip decorat lng on slab pots, A6aln to be held fn i lorthchurch.

Here 1s an advanced warnlngj ! The Potters' Open Day on Saturday
f,ovenber l.4th ls going to be an extra special event thls year so don't
de lay .  .  .  ,pu t  l t  tn  your  d la r ies  now!

VeEt ldarshall w111 be meetlng us at [orthchurch on Frlday 8th ltay. He
ls planning to give us an l l lustrated talk about the current Pottery
courge at Harrow. Iiest will be asslsted by 2 Harrow Students.

For thoee of you lnterested tn exbibl t lng your work, thls year we are
boldlng a 10th Annlversary Exblbl t lon to run fron June 28th through to
July 1.1th. I t  wt l l  be held ln Cow Byre, Rulsl lp.  Entry forns wl l l  be
sent out to all nenbers ln the near future,

f,on Gulld Events
Runnlng fron February 7th through to 29th i larch an exhlbl t lon of
beautlful but practlcal pottery by llaggle Blerne, Daphne Caroegy,
Rosenary Cochrane, I{organ HaIl, }ladollne Keeler and Paullne }tonkcom.
fleld at Tbe Vorkehop Gallery, 13, Lower Churcb Street, Chepetow.
(Adntsslon Free. )

Arr orhlbltlon of especially beautiful, practicaf pottery by Maggie
Bierne, Daphne Carnegy, Rosemary Cochrane, Morgan Hall,
Madofine Keefer and Paufine Monkcom with Etchings by Edwina Ellis.
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. :li
,:ii

I
I

I
ig



At tbe Ytctorla and
lst lay, Queensbury
cerarlcs.
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Albert l{useun, Londoa; fron
Eunt celebrates 25 years of

6th February tbrougb to
deelgnlng naea uarket

Faacy a day witb John Leach? vhy not vlsit bis 3-Day open yortshop
Event. Frlday Aprl1 24th through to sunday aprtl z6th at l{ucbe}aey
Pottery, Laugport, Sonerset. Pbone 0458 250324 fot nore lafornatlon.
(Addsslon Free. )

Garden Festival rales at Ebbw vare wllr be etrongly eupported by the
South Vales Pottere thls year & should be an outetandlng event. The SYP
have a large nunber of ltens on dispray ln thelr owu. "Qulet Gardeu,.
Iore tbaa 2 ltllllon people are expected to vislt thls event. l{ay lst to
oct 4. Tlcket offlcb Garden Feetlval vares ttd., Po Box 14, Ebbw vale,
Grent, fP3 6XZ. Phoae 0495 305545.

Tbe FeEtlval of Europeau ceranlcE w111. be a rare opportunlty to reet
Ieadlng European potters and watcb tbeu deuoaetratlng tbelr approach to
thelr art. Held over a wee&end lt runE fron the 10th through to the
12th of July, The venue ls Clayeenore School, Iwerae lllneter, Blandford
Forutr, Doreet. For more lnforutlon Tel., O8?4 790 466.

The Crafts Couacll are curreutly ruaaing the Lucle Rle Erblbltlon to
celebrate her tlnetleth Blrthtlay. Tbie uiJor retroepectlve preeents 200
works fron througbout her career ebowlng the developneat of her etyle.
Tbls, however, ls.not tbe ooly reaao! tLat you should tale a trlp to the
exblbltlou, There wl11 be varloue talka, denonatratloas and practlcal
worksbops by otber artlets, lncludlug, on Saturday 14th llarch, a chance
to ueet Joanaa ConEtantllldls and explore iltb her the uany waye of
lnterpretlng ldeas uslng dlfferent clay bodlee. Thle exblbltlon runs
untll 5tb Aprll. If you would llke to find out DG,re, coatact, The
CraftE Councll, 44a Pentonvllle Road, Iellngtoa, Loudon, fl gBY. TeI.
oTL 278 7700.

A CRY FROI{ THE IIEART!
Sprilg ls oearly here
Craft Sbows on the way,
So don't send round the 'Heavlee'

I 've declded to pay!

trORTHCHURCH SOCIAL CEITRE le the
nap ls lncluded for tbe reference

ueual Venue for Gulld
of new liembers.

Ileetlngs, eo tbls

NoRntcfiqccx



cRosslfoRD ro. 3
by Ruth Browu

Our Crossword Conpller apolo6lses
lucorrect ePeIIla6 of anaotate & a

1 l
ArsvERs To I{O,2

for enore ln Crossword ilo. 2, the
nleprtnt of "Tenth CeaturY"

acnoss

1. The nonent of truth - before tbls klln.
5. Groeeed for antlque ceramlce.
10. Vapour aeeks out crevlces to enltven the work

of thls naker,
11. Easi ly crunbled.
12, Oval ehaped urslcal lnetrur€nt.
13. Fi t  curEe for or lginal  s lSnal '  (Anag. )
15. tess epeed as tbe saylng le. (Auag, )
18. Polnt of  v lew.
20, 0f art  -  aesthet lc.
23, Round or oval dlsb for tbe oven.
25. Gsnfueed - pre-creatlon.
26. Prepared fron nlneral barytee, needs careful

handl1ng,
27, The hour before the last, what side are

you on?
29. Truth, ln the openlngr wl l l  out.

Y1
1, Lead ln a glaze can be thls.
2. An al teraat ive to gas,
3 .  S l lps  fo r  b lscu l t .
4 ,  V lpe  ou t .
6. How soda recycled forre a eurface. (Anag. )
7, A connon rodent.
8. Can be decorated.
9. Raku tlnlng 1s strougly sug6eetlve.
14. Cone together - fuse.
16. To decorate ln tbe style of John or l{ary,
L7, Unwelcome newr over the wlre.
19. tecbanlsed way of handllng clay'
2L. I f  you don't  want to throw a pot -  do the

otber .
22. Tlresore harangue.
24, I f  you over-f l red, you nay do thls.
25. Inscr lbe to decorate.

( E )
( 6 )

( 4 ,  5 ,  6 )
( ? )
<7>
( 8 )
(5 )
(5 )
(8 )
Q )

<7)

( 6 , 9 )

( 6 )
( E )

( 6 )
( 3 ,  6 )
( ? ,
( 5 )
( 4 ,  3 )
( 3 )
( 8 )
( 8 )
( 8 )
( 4 , 5 )
( 3 , 5 )
<7 \

(4 ,3 )
(6 )
(3 )
(5 )
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IrcFG COMUITTEE LIST

Nane: Valerte furnes TeI: O494 716180
Addtess: @pprTreeq Cryers HtIIIane, H@hWyambq Bucks

Nane: Bflon Btclcne|l Tet O494 53O O5O
Addtess: 47 Cutes Lar7e, H@hWycombe, .Ekrcks,

Nanre: Ctufsfine &il @xttbition swetary) Tel: O84 443 515
ttddtess: Meadowcrofi. Cottage, Askett lar1e, Aslcett, hlnces Rlsbrlrottgh Brrcks

Nanre: Haruto Christianson (hqramme swetary) TeI: O7O7 327 346
Address: 14 The Crcfi, Welasyn Gafien CW, Herts AL7 /t N

Nanla: Victor turI (Ileasrter) Tel: Tet: O442 865661
Address: 32 TreuelgnWay, Mhnnstd" Herts

Name: Mnnag FHlU/house (hestdent) TeI: O44 285 22g
Address : Nottllfield. Strtdlo, T?Ing, Herts

Name: Mensgn FttztDlllfarr- (Neutslettq Mttor) Tet: O442 242332
Address:'LongfieW', Btisffie Lane, Felden" HemelHenpstcad. Herts Hre OBP

Nanre: Ruth Karnoc (Vlce-chotrman & sa;retary) Tel: O895 631 738
Address: 35 Kltrgsend., Rulsllp, Mlddlesetc IIA4 7DD

Name: Maryrrcflte Mon (hqramme seretary) Tel:0727 823 ffil
Address: fte Wlllouts, Clutr;h Inrle, CobW Heath" St Albans , Herts AIA ONH

Name: AIarL O'DdU (Ctufnnnn) TeI: O727 869383
Address: 35 furrdfield. Crewnt, Sulbans, Herts AIA gPE

Name: Rag Ptlipps (Vice-hesident) Tel: O442 74138
Address: 23 HaIIPark, fur*charrrstd., Herts HP4 2NL

Name: Tong Plessner Tel: 0923 264 414
Address: 'Iittle Wineh', Cttpperfuld, Kings Langlq, Hefts WD4 9BZ

Name: LesLeA Reeues (P.O.O. secretary) Tel: O582 571096
Address: 1O ktlerbg Rise, Istton, Ms W4 gDU

Name: WbA Stott (Memturs@ &films) Tel: O442 250540
Ad.dress: "Brwr4fieW" 36 hxlane Boxmmr Herts HHt OD.I

Name: Jenng Templeton (tut crawl) Tel: O494 727 243
Address: 26 St.Leonards Rorrd. Ctestwmhs Amerslum Brrcks

PorrER YAITED; craft vortshops are avallable at the Klngston craft
centre in l{ i l ton Keyaes. 160 to 375 sq.Ft. 3 yr. rease. contact
Leon Colemn 4 Church Farn Torkahope, Hatley St. George, Sandy
Bedfordshire, SG19 3HR. Phoae 0?6? 5L6?4



AYEFGO
I

IONGFIETD,  EUTSTRODE IANE.

H E R T  T O R  D S  H  I R  E .

I E t D E N ,  H E M E I H E M P S T E A D .

PHONE; 0442 242332

I iheels But l t  io order and for hire
A tui ]  range or accessorJe*s avai lable
Tray accepts bat sizes up Eo t}u
Pawertui l/2 Horse Powet J{otar,

"A delight to use" ieorge lfiJson

"Ilre pots aJmost |hraw lierase-ives"
SYrerJa das*qon

R e g . . D e s r g a

t-'eg, design


