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Hope everyone enJoyed the Open Day. Thankyou very much for
being so cooperat ive and not  k lck ing and screaning too much
vhen I  asked for  a wr i te  -upl  This year  one or  two non-
nembers  and  non  po t te rs  rev iewed  the  even t .  The  f i r s t  o f
these rev iews is  in  th ls  lssue.  There are more to come.

Anyone  v l t h  games ,  compe t i t l ons ,  ca r toons  (pa r t i cu la r l y
ca r toons l )  o r  puzz les  f o r  t he  nex t  Bumper  Fun  I ssue  o f  t he
Newslet ter ,  p lease let  me have them by DECEHBER 14th.

Pau l i ne  O 'De l I  ( 0727 -869383 )
35  Pond f i e l d  C rescen t ,  S t .A lbans ,  He r t s .  AL4  9PE.

GUIU' EVBI|TS

Guild Christmas Party

Fr iday 14 Decenber at  Northchurch Socia l  Centre
Northchurch,  Berkhamstead

See below for  deta l ls

TEE GUIIJ' CERISTITAS PARTI

This has proved to be an h l lar lous event  in  the last  fev
years.  This year  should be bet ter  than ever .  A QUILLER v i l l
teach us hov to do l t .  (  Never heard of  rgul l l lng '? -  Come
and  en r l ch  you r  l l f es t y l e l )

Also there vll l  be a HEMBERS, P0TS COUPETITION:

Enter  one,  or  a l l  o f  the c lasses:
Smal lest  pot
F i r s t  o r  ea r l l es t  po t
l l eav ies t  ( i n  re la t i on  t o  l t s  s i ze )
Funni es t
Saucles t

B r i ng  a long  l o t s  o f  po t s  f o r  a  rea l l y  Jo l l y  shov .

The  l nne r  pe rson  w l l l  no t  be  fo rgo t ten  -  t he re  w l l l  be
lashings of  punch and mincepies too.
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The fo l lowlng repor t
because of  the ear ly

PETER ANDBRSON (Fr tday  5 th  0c tober ) Dlck Pope

Peter  Anderson ls  a cur l .y  hal red Austra l lan of  nedium but ld
vho is  over  here to rev lev ceramics in  Europe.  He del ivered
his lecture at  a br lsk,  s taccato pace,  keeping everyone avake
and maklng your  scr lbe bemoan hls  lack of  shor thand.

Or lg ina l l y ,  Pe te r  had  l ea rned  po t te ry  n l t h  Rod  PedLe r ,  a  f l ne
po t te r  bu t ,  acco rd ing  to  Pe te r ,  an  i nadequa te  t eache r .  Rod
cla lmed that  he h imsel f  had learned by dolng,  rather  than
f rom fo rma l  i ns t ruc t l on .

La te r ,  Pe te r  ven t  as  a  t r a l nee  to  t he  ' Jan  Fac to ry , .  The
disused jan factory had been acqulred by the South Austra l lan
Gove rnmen t  who  conve r ted  l t  l n to  a  c ra f t  t r a l n l ng  cen t re .  I t
housed ceramlcs,  g lass,  leathervork and furn i ture.

Tra inees,  nain ly  post  graduates,  are paid about  *45 per  week.
They have to meet  demanding vork quotas and the a l lovance is
t r i t he ld  i f  t he  quo tas  a re  no t  ach ieved .  I n i t l a l l y ,  t r a i nees
produce the factory s tandard vare,  but  they are encouraged to
develop thei r  own sty les and l lnes.

A f te r  l eav ing  the  Jan  Fac to ry rPe te r  se t  up  a  s tud io  w i t h
several  other  pot ters and worked there for  two or  three
years.  Fol lowlng th is  per lod he re-establ ished h is  own
vorkshop and a lso became Head of  l lorkshop (ceramics)  back at
the Jam Factory.  This per lod ended vhen he embarked upon h is
cu r ren t  t ou r  and  when  he  re tu rns  t o  Aus t ra l i a  i t  r r i l l  be  t o
vo rk  as  an  i ndependen t  po t te r . .

His s l ide shov conta lned numerous examples ofceramics by many
po t te rs  -  t he  on l y  common  denomina to r  be ing  tha t  Pe te r  f e l t
t hem wor thy  t o  be  l nc luded  l n  h l s  co l l ec t i on .  The  range  vas
v a s t  w i t h :  m i n u t e  t o  m a s s i v e ;  e x q u i s i t e  t o  e r o t i c  a n d  f o r
sone ,  pe rhaps ,  obscu re  t o  obscene .  They  ve re  a l l  p resen ted  a t
t he  same c rack ing  pace .

was held over  f rom the last  newslet ter
dead l l ne .
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l ly  apologies to anyone who feels  that  the p iece:  that  they
part icu lar ly  l iked or  d ls l iked does not  appear in  the
fo l lowing select ion.

Al ison Cooper:
Black soup tureen and bovls  wl th terracot ta r ims vere qui te
st r ik lng ,  so nas a bowl  v l th  orange f lovers.

Anne Lars:
Porcelain landicape bovls givlng vlvld lmages in orange and
red .

Sy l v l a  S tands f i e l d :
A superb palnted bovl  remlnlscent  of  a Dutch palnt ing.

Stephen Brown:
Pa in ted  p la tes  v i t h  a  p l c to r l a l  qua l l t y .

Pe te r  Ande rson ' s  po ts :

Large nerr  pots wi th a peel ing ef fect  remlnlscent  of  the Paper
Bark Haple.  Peter  covers h ls  pots v i th  throwing s l ip  to get
an uneven sur face,  us ing a chrome red g laze.  Al though he
clalmed he had taken a vell knowm glaze recipe and had Just
added  l i t h i un  f o r  a  ma t t  su r face ,  du r l ng  conve rsa t l on
af terwards he vas re luctant  to  d lvu lge fur ther  in format ion.

A thoroughly enJoyable evenlng was brought to a close by a
few s l ides shoving leathervork nade by Peter 's  v i fe .

BERXf,AI{ST&AI' ART SOCIBf,T -

'would be p leased to accept  nev nembers vork ing in  pot tery or
scu lp tu re .  The  Soc ie t y  has  demons t ra t i ons ,  t a l ks  and  t r i ps ,
ra the r  l i ke  DCPG.  I t  ho lds  t go  exh ib l t l ons  a  yea r ,  t he  nex t
one is  in  Summer 1991.

Subscr lpt ions are t7 and should be sent  to :
J i m  H i n g
4 Bourne Road
Berkhams tead
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REVIBVS OF TNE POTTBRS' OPBN DAI.

ANNA IJIHBERT Anne Sutherland

Anna  to ld  us  t ha t  l n  t he  beg inn ing  she  had  spen t  some  t lme
produc ing  f i r ep laces  bu t  qu l t e  soon  dec lded  tha t  some th ing
vas needed to d lsp lay on then.  In f luenced by nature and the
ru ra l  scene ,  she  began  hand  bu t l d tng  a  va r l e t y  o f  l t ems  such
as  bov l s ,  p l a t t e r s  e t c .  much  deco ra ted  v i t h  b i rds  o r  f i sh .
So f t  co lou rs  p layed  an  lmpor tan t  pa r t  l n  p roduc lng  the
charming overal l  impresslon whlch makes her  pots very much in
demand.

A l t hough  Anna  has  pa r t  t i ne  he lp  l n  he r  s tud io ,  she  he rse l f ,
ca r r i es  ou t  t he  f i n l sh lng ,  deco ra t l on  and  f l na l . assemb ly  o f
t he  vo rk .  The  c lay  compr l ses  one  th i rd  'C t  na te r i a l
( r e c e n t l y  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  c h e a p e r ' T ' m a t e r i a l )  a n d  t v o
th i rds  Po tc lays  L141 -  wh i t e  ea r thenna re ,  b l scu i t  f i r ed  t o
l o90 - .

9e  were  de l i gh ted  to  wa tch  he r  vh i l s t  she  bu l l t  one  o f  t he
popular  candelabrum, decorated v i th  leaves and a cockerel .
Anna cer tatn ly  had a capt lve audlence and a l though t t  had
taken some t ime for  her  to agree to come to the Gui ld ,  her
v i s i t  was  ve l l  vo r th  wa i t l ng  f o r .

I

\ l
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ffi
,IIRITE AN ARTICLE' SHE SAID
, I 'H NOT A MEMBER OF TI IE GUILD' , I  SAID
'DOESN'T MATTER',  SHE SAID
' I ' i l  NoT A PoTTER EITI |ER' , I  SAID
,THAT 'S  O .K .  T0O"SHE SArD

s0 . . . . . . . . .

A NON-POTTERS VIES Pip Jacobs

I  wa tched  the  peop le  who  were  i nspec t i ng  t he  p ieces  on  the
s tage .  l , l onde r  i f  t hey  l ook  d i f f e ren t  t o  o the r  peop le .  They
d o n ' t .

JI}I ROBISON
Comes f rom l { ich igan.  Has become a pseudo -  Br i t .  IJorks wi th
varmth and feeds ot f  the landscape.  Has a sense of  humour

vhich shons in h is  vork.  l lhat  a lso shows ls  h is  care about
the or ig ins of  the areas in  vhich he works.  He has a happy
personal i ty  and is  in terested in  everyth ing.  He has a vay of
der iv ing so much f rom looklng at  people ln  everyday set t ings
(next  t ime you' re passing Debenhanrs ln  Cambr idge -  Iook up.)
A l so  o f f e red  us  a  he lp fu l  h i n t  on  f r e igh t i ng .  "pack  th ings  i n
whiskey crates -  people take lo ts  of  care of  thosel"

SANDY BROIIN
To ld  us  t ha t  t he  shapes  she  uses  s ta r ted  v l t h  he r  l ove  a f f a i r
wl th Japan.  Feels very st rongly about  pots and thel r  l ink
w l th  eve ryday  l l f e .  She  pu ts  a  l o t  o f  emo t i on  l n to  he r
pot tery -  not  so nuch a shape -  more an af f i rmat ion.  Very
concerned that  pots wi I I  be used.  She ta lked about  an
enot lonal  exper lence through c lay and outs ide in f luence which
she  demons t ra ted  l a te r .

ANNA LAIIBERT
Very gent le person.  Hakes candlest lcks.  The gent leness of  her
personal i ty  shovs through.  She l lkes the smoothness of  her
vork.  Her horne ref lects her  peace of  mind -  shows fu l f i lment .
Nature is  everyuhere -  in  her  colours -  in  her  shapes.

-6-



Cof fee  and  ve ry  n ro re l sh  b l kk ies  ( f o rge t  t he  f i gu re t )

Demo. SANDY BR0VN Using whl te s tonevare c lay.
I t  m u s t  b e  v e r y ' t e n s i o n  m a k i n g ' h a v i n g  t o  s i t  i n  f r o n t  o f
tvo hundred and odd people and produce something ahre
insp i r i ng .  Howeve r ,  she  d id  i t .

She p lonked dovn a huge lump of  c lay and made asymetr ica l
bow ls ,  l aye r  by  l aye r ,  p l us  a  huge  p la t t e r  s t y l e  d i sh  v i t h
hand les ,  i n  abou t  f l ve  n lnu tes .  (makes  you  s i ck  doesn r t  i t ? )
l lhen l t  came to g lazes,  she sald that  each decorat ive process
l s  an  en t l r e l y  new p rocess .  Use fu l  h l n t  -  t o  use  c rea t i ve
hal f  o f  bra in -  Iook at  hand as i f  i t  be longs to someone e lse
(  does  one  c la im  respons ib i l i t y  f o r  t he  resu l t s? )  Someone  i n
the  ha l l  sugges ted  i f  t ha t  r r as  so  ,  vhy  d idn , t  she  deco ra te
v i t h  eyes  shu t ,  vh i ch  she  du l y  d id  w i t h  s tunn ing  resu l t s .  As
the decorat ing became more spontaneous,  i t  became
increasingly  hazardous to be seated in  the f ront  row.

SCRUHPTI0US LUNCH -  and such pret ty  colours.

A Japanese gentleman vhose name I do not knov shoved us a
select ion of  ant ique Japanese pots that  vere made for  dai ly
use.  They were lovely.  l lade you feel  as i f  you vanted to get
up and touch them. l lhat  s tuck in  ny mlnd were the pots that
vere made for  marr ied vonen to dye thel r  teeth b lack l

Demo. JItl R0BIS0N
The  l as t  t h i ng  I  expec ted  to  see  a t  a  Po t te rs ,  demo  vas  a
mangle l  He ro l led out  sheets of  c lay,  us lng sheet lng for  the
top,  and perspex or  hardboard base.  Folded c lay and ro l led
back again to produce layered and patchwork p leces.  Just  vhat
a b lowtorch is  for l  He shoved us '  how to achieve a r ich
va r i e t y  o f  t ex tu res ,  I  f ound  ou t  t h l ngs  I  neve r  suspec ted
about  doi l ies -  Grandma,s ant lmaccassars bewarel

TEA -more del ic ious homemade noshables.

Demo. ANNA LAMBERT
Shoved us how she makes candlest icks v i th  oak leaves.  She
, ; reeds  ve ry  f ew  u tens i l s  t o  c rea te  t hese  beau t i f u l  p l eces .  The
l rea t  f r om the  l l gh t s  made  th ings  d i f f l cu t t  bu t  no t
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lmposs lb le .  He r  wo rk  l s  ve ry  pa lns tak lnS  1nq  she  admi t s  t o  a

nov rounded thumb and a f la t  f lnger .  In  addi t lon to the

natura l  voodland ef fect  ln  her  candelabra,  she produced a

f i ne l y  -  r r o r ked  s t ru t t l ng  cocke re l  a t  t he  base '

Hint  for  underglaze -  when dry,  rub wl th f inger  to lose

brushmarks.

CONCLUSIONS

cl ip on mlke was tested to destruct lon -  d isovered l t  does

not  work so wel l  ln  a bucket  of  water  and d id expect  l t  to

emerge betveen the ro l lers ln  one of  J im Robison's  p lecesl

I  v t l l  never  throv away a Jarn Jar ,  toothbrush or  f ront  door

mat again l

POR SALE:

E lec t r i c  k i l n  on  own  vhee l s .  12 .5kv .  K .F .  AB  34  HT .  l 8ux18u
ve ry  good  cond i t i on .  0 f f e r s?  , ro l '

3  she l ves . Au toma t i c  F i reman  a l so  ava i l ab le .

E lec t r i c  Uhee l  -  g l ns low  mode l r  con€  d r i ve .  (B i l I  Re id )
S tudded  l l hee lhead ,  ex t ra  Ba ts .  t 200  ono .
Pau l i ne  Ash ley  0582  4d1969 .

r
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A POTTBR RBVISITBD - SUZY CRBE Ruth Brovn

I  cannot  put  a date on the occaslon vhen we last  saw Suzy
Cree.  I t  vas at  Abbots Langley.  In  the ln terval ,  I  have
regularly used a bowl of hers and pass on nolt some of the
methods of  vork lng that  she demonstrated on that  occasion.

Suzy had throvn a number of  red ear thenware bowls and p lates
which she decbrated us ing s l ips and oxides.  She used s l ip
nade of  bal l  c lay rather  than china c lay as i t  produced a
creamier  colour .

The c lay was a l loved to become almost  leather  hard before the

sgraf f l to  decorat ion was begun,  thus leaving a less jagged
edge.  The design was kept  s inple:  a l lne was dravn at  the top
and  bo t tom l  t hen ,  w l t h  a  s l l p  t r a l l e r  he ld  a t  a  45 -  ang le ,
leaf  out l ines vere sketched ln f reely ,  and then f i l led v i th
coloured s l ip .  Suzy added deta i l  wl th copper brush st rokes
vhich enhanced the deslgn.  I t  vould be possib le to map out
the  des lgn  f l r s t  v i t h  a  b rush  o r  t r a l l e r  l oaded  v l t h  d l l u te
food colour  which wl l l  burn of f  ln  the k i ln .

The s l ips used nere coloured v i th  8 -  l5Z of  underglaze
colours in  the base bal l  c lay s l ip .

Decorat ion completed,  the pot  vas d ipped into a c lear  g laze
approximately  tv lce the th lckness of  a g laze used for  a pot
vh i ch  has  been  b l scu l t ed .

Suzy vas a very generous pot ter ,  l ike many others she a l loved
her audience to take avay her  unf l red decorated bovls  and
p l a t e s .

I  t oo  s t i l l  have  my
nevs of  vhat  Suzy ls

breakfast  in  a Suzy Cree bovl .  Has anyone
d o l n g  n o w ?  t P . l
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IOI'R TIIIB IS NOg UPt \

l lembers vho havn' t  reneved thei r  subscr ipt lons wl l l  f lnd that
th i s  w i l l  be  t he l r  l as t  nevs le t t e r .  Come on l  Hov  can  you
a f fo rd  t o  m lss  such  a  vea l t h  o f  l n fo rma t l on  p rov lded  by
members through th is  publ icat lon.

Subsc r l p t i ons  w i l l  be  g ra te fu l l y  rece i ved  by :

Q igby  S to t t  (Hembersh ip  Sec re ta ry )
'Broornf  le lds '
36 Box Lane
Boxmoor
Hemel  Hempstead,HP3 ODJ (0442-250540)

or  by Gi l I  Longland (Treasurer)
5  H igh  Grove ,
l le lvyn Garden Cl ty
Herts AL8 7D!r $cC 323252)

Ex -  members vho are st l l l  recelv ing the newslet ter  -  a  cal l
to  Digby to say you' re not  reneving would be appreciated.

BOOK REVBI9 Stan Romer

'Ce ran lgg  - rHas te r i ng - ths  g rg f t ' j  R l cha rd  Zak tn .  L tmp
cover,280 pages.  Publ lshed by A&c BLic[  Novem6er T990.  *22.

This ls  qul te a comprehenslve volume and is  very vel l
i l l us t ra ted .  The  co lou r  p i c t$ re3  (a l t hough  compara t i ve l y  f ew)
ably show some excel lent  vork,  as do the many b lack and vhi te
l l l us t ra t l ons .  I n  t he  p re face  the  au tho r  dec la res  h i s
su rp r l se  a t  h i s  a t t emp t  t o  p roduce  such  a  vas t  t ome ,  and
indeed he has ammassed a great  deal  of  va luable in format ion.

S ta r t l ng  w l t h  bas l cs  he  expounds  on  the  compos i t i on  o f  t he
va r l ous  ma te r i a l s  used  l n  ce ram lcs .  He  desc r i bes  the
d i f f e ren t  t ypes  o f  c l ay  and  enhances  the  desc r i p t i i ons  w i t h
i l l u s t r a t e d  v o r k  o f  n a n y  p o t t e r s ,  u s i n g  a l l  v a r i e t i e s  o f  c l a y
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pots and models.  This forms the general  theme of  the book.

0n  a lmos - t  eve ry  page  the re  a re  l l l us t ra t l ons  o f  eve ry
lmaginable ty fe of  ceramic vork.  They show c lear ty  t i re
ef fects achleved using the many methods descr lbed.  Essays by
some f i f t y  a r t i s t s  a re  p r l n ted  nex t  t o  examp les  o f  t he i r
vo rk .  I n  us ing  so  many  d i f f e ren t  c ra f t smenr i  cons ide rab le
gal lery of  exhib l ts  has been staged -  maln ly  those in the
fo re f ron t  o f  des lgn ,  i nc lud ing  sone  ' avan t  ga rde , .

The  sma l l  chap te r  on  co lou r  i s ,  pe rhaps ,  a  l i t t l e  spa rse  on
informat lon.  r t  would have benef i ted f rom the use of  co loured
pho tog raphs .  A l so ,  t he  chap te r  on  k i l ns ,  a l t hough  i t  does
have sone very usefu l  data on f l r lng temperatures,  could have
inc luded  more  de ta i l s  o f  t ypes  o f  k i l ns .  Hoveve r ,  t he  au tho r
h a s  a l s o  v r l t t e n  a  b o o k ,  , E l e c t r i c  K l I n  C e r a m i " " , - 1 1 9 g 1 )  a n d
mlgh t  no t  have  v l shed  to  dup l i ca te  t h i s  i n fo rma t l on .  The
short  Appendix showing Celc ius/Fahrenhei t  scales is
supprenented by many temperature equivalents and cone - rec lpe
f i r i ng  sca les .

There are other  usefu l  appendices,  and a lso a shor t
B ib l l og raphy ,  v i t h  a  cons ide rab le  l i s t  o f  modern  po t te rs  f r om
the  U .S . ,  B r i t a l n  and  o the r  coun t r i es .  The  sub jec i  i ndex  l s
qu i t e  comprehens i ve .

I , l i ked  th i s  book ;  espec ia l l y  f l r  t he  exh i l a ra t l ng  p i c tu res
o f  po t te rs  f r on  N .Amer i ca ,  B r i t a l n ,  Eu rope  e t c . ,  i how ing
g rea t  imag ina t l on  and  a r t l s t l c  sk i l l s .  Huch  e f f o r t  by  t he
author  and others has produced a nost  usefu l  and int l rest ing
new book on ceramics.

- f f -



POTIER'S TIP John Capes

In just  a few veeks t ime,  some nembers v l th  outs ide c lay
s to res  w l l l  be  t ak ing  quan t i t i es  o f  c l ay  i n to  t he i r  vo rkshops
to ensure a supply in  an unfrozen condi t ion.  l lowever,  th is  is
not  a solut ion for  those vhose workshops are not  wel l
i nsu la ted .

I  met  a professlonal  pot ter  sone years ago vho kept  c lay in
disused chest  f reezer  cablnets (vhtch he had ' rescued'  f rom a
dump).  These l rere outdoors but  under cover  and he c la lmed
that ,  even in the coldest  wlnter ,  the c lay remalned unfrozen.
I  must  admlt  that  I  have not  t r led th ls  idea as I  do not  have
trouble wi th f rozen c lay.  For  anyone wi th the problen -  i t
m igh t  be  vo r th  a  t r y .

Perhaps anyone vl th
the Nevslet ter? The

an obselete f reezer  could
S t .  A lbans  t l p  se l l s  t hem

pu t  a  no te  i n
f  o r  f . 2  - t 3 .

P .
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