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Th is  i s  a  ra the r  sho r te r  News le t t e r  t han  recen t  ones .  The
Apr t l  l s sue  v i l l  be  even  sho r te r  -  l n  f ac t  i t  won ' t  come  ou t
a t  a I I .  Th i s  l s  because  bo th  Tony  and  I  v i I I  be  avay  fo r
some t ime betveen norr  and the end of  Harch.  So may I  suggest
you  mark  Ap r l l  6 th ,  t he  da te  o f  t he  nee t i ng  a f t e r  nex t ,  i n
your  d lary now.

The Hay issue,  v l th  your  ass is tance,  should be a more
subs tan t i a l  t h i ng .  I  hope  ue  can  beg in  t o  p r i n t  some  o f  t he
en t r i es  t o  t he  Ch r i s tmas  compe t l t i ons  -  so  you  s t i I I  have
t ime  to  pu t  l n  an  en t r y  i f  you  haven ' t  a l r eady  done  so ;  o r
another  l f  you have.

Hater ia l  for  the next  issue should be v l th  me by Apr i l  20th.

A Ian  0 ,De I I
35 Pondf ie ld Crescent
St Albans AL4 9PE

IJTTBRS TO TEB BDI OR

f am int r igued by the technique of  burn lshing v i th  graphi te
and hope to f ind t lme to exper iment  v l th  i t  dur i .ng th ls
year .  Good examples of  graphi te burn lshed pots f rom the
Central Cameroon can be seen at the [useum of Hankind, where
the work of  Paul lne Bazana,  a pot ter  of  the Gbaya t r lbe,  ls
exhib l  ted.

I  do not  know any pot ter  vho has worked v i th  graphl te,  and
can f lnd no ment lon of  th ls  technlque ln any book,  other
than photographs vhlch are not  supported by text .  Has any
Gu i l d  member  uo rked  v l t h  g raph l t e?  I  vou ld  be  g ra te fu l  f o r
any  l n fo rma t l on  on  me thod  o r  h l s to ry  r f  t h i s  t ype  o f
bu rn i sh ing .

John Capes
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REf,IIRN TO SOIL EILL

Our recent  Pt lm Ntght  ras devoted ln  par t  to  Isaac But ton
and h ls  Sot l .  Ht l I  Pot tery. 'The fo l lov lng extract  t races some
of  the h ls tory of  Sol l  Ht l l .  I t  ls  reproduced by ktnd
permlss lon of  Davld and Char les Publ lshers,  Newton Abbotr
Devon,  f rom 'The Engl lsh Country Pot ter '  by Peter  C D Brears
( 1 e 7 1 ) .

I ' In  1770 Jonathan Catheral l  moved h ls  pot tery f rom Keelham
near Denholme to Sol l  Hl l l ,  0venden,  near  Hal l fax.  A
valuat lon of .  L797 nent lons house and 'Pot t  Oven' ,  whlch he
bu l l t  on  s ta r t l ng  h lo  po t te ry .  A f t e r  h l s  dea th  on  11 th
August  1807,  the pot tery vas cont lnued by h ls  son John and
hls faml ly .  John's  son Sanuel  returned to work here af ter
abort lve at tenpts to s tar t  a  pot tery at  Bradshav Head and he
vas responslb le for  the f lne s l lpwares made at  Soi l  HI I I  up
to  h l s  dea th  t n  1887 .

In about  1880,  the pot tery passed f rom the Catheral l 's
possesslon,  a l { r  l l l lcock tak lng l t  over  and t ry lng to run l t
h lmsel f .  Apparent ly  no pot ter ,  he soon converted the
p rope r t y  t o  a  ch l cken  fa rm,  s t l l l  w l t hou t  success .  I n  1883
John Ki tson,  a nember of  the vel l  establ ished Yorkshl re
pot t lng faml ly ,  bought  and reopened the pot tery,  work ing l t
up  t o  h l s  dea th  t n  1 t192 .  H i s  v l do l r  and  ch l l d ren  t r i ed  t o
keep  the  the  po t te ry  l n  ope ra t l on ,  bu t  even tua l l y  so ld  i t  t o
Isaac But ton ln  1897.  The pot tery bul ld lngs were nov over  a
century o ld,  and ln poor  condl t lon,  so l { r  But ton demol lshed
the o ld vorks and buJ. l t  a  new pot tery fur ther  down the
ht l ls ide.  The nev pot tery vas extremely weI I  designed,
though smal l ,  and lnt roduced many new features ln to the
Yorkshl re pot tery lndustry :  for  the f l rs t  t ime the k l ln  vas
down-draught lnstead of up-draught, and the clay-pan vas
heated f rom below by exhaust  gases f rom the k l ln  passlng
through on vay to the chlmney [as we sav ln  the f t lml .  Hr
But ton worked at  Sol l  Hl I l  Pot tery f rom l ts  rebui ld ing to
the t lme of  h ls  death,  when l t  passed to h ls  son Isaac,  vho
re t l r ed  f r om the  po t te ry  t n  1964 ,  t he  l as t  o f  t he  Ha l i f ax
po t  t e r s .

Throughout  the e ighteenth and n lneteenth centur ies Soi t  Hi I I
Pottery made redwares and sllpvares in the usual range of
Hal l fax shapes,  lnc ludlng knl feboxes,  candleholders,  and
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domest lc  and hor t lcu l tura l  wares.  Examples are in  the
Yorkshl re Huseum ln York and Bradford and Hal l fax Museums.
Tven t i e th  cen tu ry  po t te ry  f r om So l l  f i t l l  s t t I I  con t l nued
ear l ler  t radl t lonal  vares lnc ludlng pancheons,  puzzle Jugs,
stew pots etc.  but  made a greater  range of  ornamental  wares,
eg sgraf f l to  l rares.  For  these,  l l r  But ton threv ornanenta l
vase and cup shapes,  geve them a coat  of  contrast ing s l lp ,
and vhl le  s t l l l  unf l red,  so ld them to local  people to
decorate for  themselves as a hobby,  the pots belng returned
to the pot tery for  f lna l  f l r lng and g laz lng.  This accounts
for  nany of  the st range Sol l  Hl I l  wares st l l l  to  be found ln
the area.  r r

CUIi,D BvErrrS

I),ecoratlng for saltglaze

Harch 9th 8pm at  Northchurch Socia l  Centre
'  Northchurch,  Berkhamsted

Gus Habelson r l I I  be demonstrat ing,
shovlng s l ldes,  and ta lk lng about  the
ar t  of  spr lgglng,  s ta.nplng and using
sl lps on stonecare for  sa l t  g laz ing.

Savdust-f lred cerallcs

Apr l I  6 th  8pm a t .No r thchu rch  Soc la l  Cen t re
Northchurch,  Berkhams ted

Antonla Salmon wl11 be demonstrat lng,
shovlng s l ldes,  and ta lk lng about
maklng,  decorat lng and burnlshlng pots
fo r  savdus t  f l r l ng .

SLIPITARE VITE HT'RRAT PIELDEOUSE Brian Bicknel l

He re  i s  a  pose r .  t l ha t  connec ts  Roman  po ts ,  a  subse rv ien t
w l fe ,  and  H lchae l  Ca rdev ' s  l odg lngs?  Ansve r :  t he  l ong  th read
o f  na r ra t l ve  g i ven  by  l , l u r ray  l n  h i s  t a l k  l oose l y  based  on
'S I l pva re ' .  The  even lng  opened  t r l t h  a  ques t i on .  l l ov  many
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types of  s l ip  t ra i lers could the audlence name? These ranged
from Hary l fandrauch's  b lcyc le inner  tube to cow horns and
goose qui l ls .  Hov many can you th lnk of? l l r i te  in  ansd te l l
us .

l lhen I  vas young and d lscovered poetry for  mysel f ,  f reed
from the ln f luences of  enforced learn ing of  some long
fo rgo t ten  V i c to r l an  wo rdsm l ths ,  f  f ound  the  g lo ry  o f  t he
Georg lan  and  ea r l y  t ven t l e th  cen tu ry  poe ts .  One  i n
par t lcu lar  captured my lnaglnat lon and made me }ook at  vords
again.  'Under Mi lk  9ood'  by Dylan Thomas l i f ted the corner
or  peeled back the crov bLack n lght  to  see El i  Jenkins or
l l r s  P r i t cha rd  l n  t hough t  vo rd  and  deed .  I  men t l on  t h l s ,  no t
as  a  d l ve rs ion  f rom po ts ,  bu t  as  a  l ead  i n to  t ha t  eve r
fe r t l l e  m lnd  o f  Hu r ray .  As  I  l l s t ened  to  h l s  accoun t  o f
buy lng  th ree  s l i p  t r a l l e r s  l n  Hoscow fo r  h i s  Japanese  hos ts ,
I  thought  of  Dylan Thomas.  that  vould he have rnade of  th ls?
One large female Russlan chemlst  refus lng to sel l  even one
tra l ler  to  an Engl lshman vho vas obviously  up to no good,
but  vho f lna l ly  par ted v l th  the demanded three.  Vas there a
greater  need ln England for  such st range rubber goods,  or
dld they dance through ll l lk Ifood at dead of night vhen Hrs
Pr i t cha rd  pu t  t he  ca t  ou t .

This r ras one of  the many stor les of  the evening woven,  or
should I  say ernbroldered,  around par t lcu lar  pots,  bowls and
plates as they appeared on the screen.  l le  must  thank l {urray
for  s tandlng ln  for  a speaker vho d ld not  appear.  Murray
cla lms the outstandlng feat  of  reduclng the Gui ld 's  f i rs t
year  membershlp of  400 to Just  6,  af ter  a year  of  h is  ta lks
and sl. lde shovs. l l tth lncreaslng flnance and other speakers
the seats f l l led agaln.

Hurray appealed to the thr l f ty  s lde of  our  natures v i th  a
suggest lon for  a novel  s l lp  t ra l ler .  Take a p lece of  c lear ,
p l table and st rong p last lc  sheet lng.  Cut  a t r iangle and make
a cone,  s lml lar  to  an o ld type of  sweet  bag or  the bag used
by  cake  deco ra to rs .  P I I I  l t  c l t h  l l qu td  s l i p ,  f o l d  ove r  t he
top and gradual ly  squeeze dovn the cone.  The hole at  the
bot tom can be adJusted to contro l  the f loe.  Vhen you have
f l n l shed ,  Jus t  un fo ld  and  vash  l n  read lness  fo r  t he  nex t
t  lme .
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