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Back to the 'good old days'?

F rom t lme  to  t ime  Gu l l d  members  have  l amen ted  the  pass lng  o f  t he 'good  o ld
days ' ,  when every month a th lck package of  fasc lnat lng readlng -  the Gut ld
Newslet ter  -  fe I I  on the door  mat .  Could those days return?

Tony Plessner  has so ld lered on for  some years edl t lng and producing the
nevslet ter  (v l th  typ lng ass ls tance f rom Llz  Hayhew),  as ve l l  as managlng the
Gut ld ' s  f l nances .  I n  a  genera l  svap  a round  o f  respons tb t l t t l es  on  you r  comml t tee
(o f  wh lch  more  nex t  t lme) ,  Tony  i s  pass ing  on  the  ed i to rsh ip  o f  t he  Nevs le t te r
to  me,  vh l le  cont inu ing to  handle i ts  product lon.

lJ l th  the burden shared ln  th is  way there should be nore oppor tuni ty  to  enlarge
the scope of  the Newslet ter  once agaln.  But  (and here comes the headmaster  b i t )
th ls  n i l l  depend on i ts  contr lbutors.  L ike anyone comlng to  a new job I  am
enthusiast lc  to  make a go of  l t ,  but  l ike many people I  eas i ly  run out  o f  s team.
So l f  you want  to  go back to  those 'good o ld days '  you v l l l  have to  do your  b l t
and do i t  soon.  There is  no shor tage of  members v i th  someth lng to  say -  as is
obvious f rom our  nonth ly  meet lngs.  A l l  that  ls  requi red is  the l i t t le  ext ra
ef for t  to  put  i t  down on paper .

This  dces not  nean that  your  ro: : t r l r - :u t ien has to  be a pol i .shed ar t leJe -
a l t hough  i t  cex ' t a i n l y  w i l l  no t  be  reJec ted  i f  i t  i s t  I t  cou ld  be  a ,Le t t e r  t o
the  Ed i to r ' ,  vh i ch  v i l l  enab le  you ,  v l t h  t he  n in inum o f  e f fo r t ,  t o  ge t  t ha t
burn ing issue of f  your  chest  vh l le  l t  is  s t i l l  hot .

The Nevslet ter  should ref lect  the v lews and ln terests  of - i ts  members so nevs of
Gu i l d  ac t i v i t i es  o r  o f  t he  ac t i v i t i es  o f  l nd i v idua l  members  v i l l  be  ve l come,  as
v i l l  specla l ls t  ar t ic les,  rev levs of  books or  exhlb i t lons,  technleal  ln format ion
or  t ips,  and news cut t ings about  pots ,  pot ters  or  pot t ing (or  to  fo l lov the CPA,
ceramlcs,  ceramlc ls ts  and ceramlc lng) .

And vhlle ve are about i t  vhy not lntroduce some controversy. l te are not al l
n ice,  shy,  re t i r ing people.  And l te  can ' t  a l l  be l ieve that  the gui ld  is  moving in
the r ight  d i rect ion.  f f  ve d id the recent  Gui ld  exhib i t lon vould have had more
exhib i ts  and a greater  a t tendance.  So vhat  do you want  f rom your  Gui ld? Let  us
all  know.

Send your  contr ibut lons to
Alan 0 'Del l ,  35 Pondf ie ld  Crescent ,  St  A lbans,  AL4 9PE. (0727-69383)

Copy for the next issue should be 'r i th me by 2nd November.
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TIO JUPP

Ho Jupp vas born in London and spent nany years ln the Forest of  Dean and
Symonds Yat.  He nov l ives in Bermondsey, London. He teaches four days a week;
one day eaeh at Bath, Br lstol ,  Harrow and the Royal Col lege. At Camberwel l  vhl le
a  s tudent  h ls  tu to rs  lnc luded such l l lus t r lous  names as  Lucy  R ie  and Hans Coper .
By  ins t lnc t  he  is  a  scu lp to r  who has  adopted  the  med ium o f  c lay  as  a  veh ie le  to
exp lo re  h is  ideas .  The p las t i c  na ture  o f  c lay  (any  c lay  i t  seems)  su i ts  h is
developing sty1e. Glazes and decorat lon as normal ly understood by these vords
are  no t  used.

In his sl ide show and talk on 15th September Mo described some of the many
themes which make up his vork. The qual l . ty that vas paramount ln al l  we saw was
the relent less vay bach theme ls developed from simple beginnlngs. One theme -

he lmets  -  s ta r ted  f rom an ldea suggested  by  the  head eover lng ,  v i th  a  s l i t  fo r
the eyes and a coarsely woven patch for the mouth, vorn by the Hoslem ladles in
I ran .  S lowly  the  ear ly  fo rms evo lved ln to  express ions  o f  mi l l ta ry  migh t  and
abso lu te  pover ,  on ly  to  change aga ln  to  representa t ions  o f  the  sku l l ,  na ture 's
he lmet  to  the  bra in .

l le re  was the  pub l lc  face  o f  power l  as  he lmets  o r  robes  se t  the  vearer  apar t .  The
p r l v a t e  s l d e  o f  l l f e  r u a s  t r e a t e d  l n  t h e  n e x t  s u b J e c t .  T h e r e  w e r e  s m a l l  s h r i n e s
w l t h  d o o i s ,  h o l d l n g  v l t h l n ,  I l k e  s o m e  s a c r l f l c t a l  o f f e r l n g ,  m a l e  g e n l t a l i a .
Pha l l i c  symbol ism apar t ,  the  a lm was the  sane,  unpre t t t f ied  s imp l ic l t y  o f
express ion .

Af te r  overhear lng  some young men d lscuss lng  the l r  need fo r  love  and phys lca l
c o n t a c t ,  H o  d l s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  e x p r e s s l o n ' P u t  a  b a g  o v e r  h e r  h e a d ' v a s  l n d e e d
very  o ld .  The exper lence resu l ted  ln  the  mak ing  o f  a  to rso ,  cop led  f rom a
nagaz lne ,  v l th  a  sack  f l rm ly  t led  w l th  a  co l l  o f  rope around the  neek .  I t  vas  a
sad re lec t lon  ln  c lay  o f  vha t  young nen say  ln  thought less  Jes t .  S ln l la r  smal l
f l g u r e s  w e r e  s h o v n  l n  o t h e r  g u l s e s .  t s h e  l s  a  b l r d ' v a s  a  f i g u r e  w l t h  a  p u f f l n ' s
h e a d  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  a  c o l o u r f u l  b e a k :  l l k e v l s e  a ' b l t c h ' v a s  a n  E g y p t l a n  J a c k a l

.  headed f igure and so on.

Many o ther  fo rms were  shovn.  To  lnc lude them a l l  wou ld  be  to  ca ta logue a  l i fe 's
vork  v i thout  exp la in ing  a  th ing  about  the  person.  i lo  has  t r ied  to  t rans la te
s imp le  shapes and obJec ts  in to  c lay  in  a  vay  tha t  expresses  h is  need fo r
c rea t iv i t y .  Some are  very  s t range and are  the  ou tpour ings  o f  rea l i t y  as  he  sees
i t .  C lass ica l  shapes under lay  the  po ts  and f lgures :  bu t  a l l  the  adornment  i s
s t r lpped avay ,  leav ing  the  bones a lone.

This was clearly seen ln the last group of sl ides he shoved. They vere of tal l
f lgures ln  the s ty le  of  Glacomet t l .  Most  vere made ln  three or  four  seet ions,
th in  bonel lke sect ions held together  v l th  s tap les s i rn i lar  to  Vic tor ian ch ina
restorers c l ips.  By maklng the c l lps a. feature the. jo ins became less
not lceable.  The f lgures vere made on the i r  backs g lv lng a very upr lght  s tance.
The construct ion vas of  tubes of  d i f ferent  lengths and d iameters assembled to
make legs and bodies.  No at tempt  vas made tovards natura l lsm,  and the s impl lc i ty
of l lne reduced the arms and heads to mere appendages ln many instances. The
standing at t i tude vas ef fected by set t ing the so les of  the feet  ln  concrete,
wood,  or  more recent ly ,  a  ceramic base.

I vould l ike to thank l lo for the entertainlng evening and the rnany helpful
suggest ions so f ree ly  g lven.  Hls  ta lk  l l lus t rated once agaln how the d lvers l ty
of speakers lnvlted by the Guild has enrlched our understanding of the vide
range of  poss ib l l i t les in  the handl ing of  e lay.

Br ian Bicknel l
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FORTECOHING GUIU) BVEIITS

AGH and Abdo Nagl

Fr lday 13th October  at  Nor thchurch Socla l  Centre,  .
Bel l  Lane,  Nor thchurch,  Berkhamsted.

Note the earl ler t lnre of 7-30 pm

The AGM ls the occaslon for nenbers to make thelr presence
knovn. If  you vould l lke to become more lnvolved ln Gutld
act lv l t les you are welcome to s tand for  e lect lon to  the
commlt tee ( r lng Chr ls  Bul I  on 08444-3515 t f  th ts  appeals) .
But  l f  you do not  vant  to  go th ls  far ,  p lease cone to the
meeting and have your say.

Af ter  the formal  bus lness of  the AGM, Abdo Nagl ,  a  long- t ime
Gut ld  member wl l l  g lve an l l lust rated ta lk  on h ls  work and
vhat  lnspl res l t .  I f  you do not  knov Abdo you may remember
hls  beaut l fu l ,  large,  br l l l lant ly  co loured,  Af r lcan look lng
pots ln  our  exhlb l t lons.

Potters Open Day

Saturday 18th Novenber  at  the Rudol f  Ste lner  School ,
f f i  K lngs langley.

Inv l t ed  po t te rs  th l s  yea r  a re  Pe te r  Beard ,  Derek  C la rkson ,
l l t l ty  car ter  and Gordon cooke.  Fur ther  ln format lon .er :croseci .

Dacorun and Chtltern P G Tlps

Br lan Blcknel l  has suggested ve publ tsh t lps or  rec lpes ln  the nevs let ter  and
has of fered to  co l lect  and compl le  these.  So l f  you have any ldeas send them to:

Br lan Blcknel l ,  41 Coates Lane,  Hlgh gyconbe,  HP13 5ET.

To start the ball  rol l lng he has come up wlth some ldeas gleaned frorn Brlan
Ashley at our 1988 0pen Day.

Haklng clay slabs

Use a carpenter 's  square or  tee-square vhen cut t lng s labs of . f "y  to  make boxes
or  rectangular  forms!  the use of  an ord lnary ru le  cannot  ensure squareness.

And then use a ro l l ing p in vhen l t f t tng the s labs to  mln imlse d is tor t lon and
stretch ing of  the c lay:  s lmply  ro l l  the s lab around the p ln before l l f t lng.

To keep the p late le ts  of  c tay a l l lgned ln  one d l rect lon,  l t  ls  necessary to
reduce the amount  of  ro l l lng.  Rol l lng can be avolded a l together  by cut t lng the
requl red th lckness f rom a b loc lc  us lng a harp br ,  l f  you do not  have one,  a v l re
bear lng  on  to  vooden  s t r l ps .
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OTHBR BVBNIS

CPA Associate Hembers Open Heetlng

Saturday  14 th  October  a t  the  Cra f ts  Counc i l  Comml t tee  Room,
2-00 pm 12 l later loo Place, London SW1Y 4AU

Barc lay  Pr lce  l r i l l  ta lk  and lead a  d lscuss ion  on  'Grants  and
serv lces  ava l lab le  to  c ra f tspeop le  th rough the  Cra f ts  Counc i l ' .
The rneet lng  ls  open to  non-menbers  o f  CPA a t  a  cos t  o f  #2-50 .
Contac t  E l l zabeth  Smi th ,  Pub l lc l t y ,  M i lhead House,  Bampton,
Devon, as early as posslble. i .

Exhibl t lon by'CL,AYITORK'

8th 0ctober to 24th December at  Trad ing  P laces ,  11  New Road,
I fa re ,  Her ts .  SG12 7BS12-30 -

'C laywork ' ,  a  group of  Her t fordshl re
maJor  exhlb l t ion in  conjunct ion v l th
Craf  tsnen.

p o t t e r s  a r e  h o l d i n g  t h i s
the  Soc ie ty  o f  Des igner

z - J P n  b u n q a y s
closed Mondays and Wednesdays

F i g . 3 l o .  O V E R r \ L L S .
l , len 's .  S  t37 .

F i g .  3 l t .
lVomen 's  S  t39-

Flg.  9ta Fig,  313
lVomen's Borinets. lYomin's Caps.

S  t 4 l .  S  1 4 0 .

4s s*or,r * |
BtntRkrl

Fig .  312.  N len 's  Smocks .
s  1 3 8
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POTTERSI CLOTHING AS ADVERTISED
IN A WENGERIS CATALOGUE OF 1925

Norwlch Arts Centre (0603) 6GO3S2

Ogelesby Time: 10.00-l

September 5 to October 3lCrafts Case
Show: Time for Tea - teapots and teacuos
inc. work by Jonathan Keep and Jaoueline


