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S a t u r d a y / S u n d a y  l - O t h / 1 1 - t h  J u n e  P o t  C r a w l  t o  D e v o n .

1 7 t h  -  3 o t h  J u n e  G u l l d  E x h l b l t l o n  a t  l / a t f o r d  C e n t r a l
L i b r a r y .

S u n d a . y  1 6 t h  J u l y -  a t  5 . 3 0  p m .  B a r - B e - C u e  a t  C h r l s t i n e
U u l l ' s  ( l ' r - l n c e s  I t l s b o r o u g h )  ,

I \TC] R.-THCHIJR.CIJ S(f  C I  AI-  HAI-I-
Z  1 -  - t  A l i f  I t r  I  \ZERSARY

The Gul ld  was lnv l ted  to  take  par t  ln  the  21 , .s t  Ann iversary
C e l e b r a t i o n  o n  t h e  M a y  B a n k  H o l l d a y  M o n d a y ,  d f o n g  w i t h  o t h e r
u s e r s .  I t  w a s  d i s a p p o i n t t n g  a F  a  G u i l d  t h a t  \ { i n i f r e d  a n d  I
were  the  on ly  two members  to  respond to  the  inv i ta t ion  a '  a
grea t  dea l  o f  e f fo r t  was  expended on  the i r  beha l f  by  o ther
B r o u p s ,  T h e s e  l n c l u d e d  l a c e - m a k i n g ,  p e w t e r r  g l a s s  e t c h i n g ,
t o y  m a k l n g ,  b e I l  r l n g e r s ,  I o c a l  h l s t o r y ,  h o r s e  h a r n e s s e s  a n d
others  who re f lec ted  the  ta len t  o f  the  loca1 c ra f ts rnen ar rd
l a d l e s  l n  B e r k h a m s t e d  a n d  N o r t h c h u r c h  l n  p a r t l c u l a r .

The Ioca l  p ress ,  the  Berkharns ted  Gazet te ,  showed in te res t  in
what  we do  as  a  Gu l1d .  when we meet  and what  our  a ims are .
I fhe ther  th is  appears  1n  t ,he  pre : ;s  i s  up  to  the  ed i to r ,  bu t  I
h o p e  t h a t  l t  w l l - l  s t l m u l a t e  i n t e r e s t  l n  n e w  m e m b e r s h i p .  V e
d ld  meet  lapsed members  and shared amus lng  moments  reca l l ing
charac ters  who were  ln  a t  the  s ta r t  o f  the  Gu l1d .  Perhaps
t h e y  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f o l d  n o w  t h a t  c o n t a c t  h a s  b e e n  r e -
e s t a b l  i s h e d .

T h o u g h  t h e  i o l l l f l c a t l o n s  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h r e e  d a y s ,  w €  o n l y
d id  the  one day .  However ,  some groups  must  have had rea l
endurance or  a  sense o f  du ty  tha t  exeeeded mine,  ds  I  fe l t
weary  a f te r  a  day  o f  exp la ln ing  the  rnany  and d i f fe ren t  ways
o f  p o t t l n g  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d .

BRIAN BICKNELL
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I t  l s  a lways  a  p leasure  fo r  us  to  inv l te  f r lends  and mernbers
o f  n e l g h b o u r l n g  g u l l d s  t o  c o m e  a n d  s p e a k  t o  u s .  I n  t h i s
lns tance i t  was  a  ta lk  and s l ide  show g iven by  Ron and Pat
Pearson to  share  w l th  us  a  rnemorab le  Journey  th rough Ch lna .

They  Jo lned a  par ty  o rgan ised by  Chr is t lne-Anne R ichards  in
c o n J u n c t l o n  w l t h  t h e  C P A . t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  t e n t h  a n n l v e r s a r y
o f  t h e  f i r s t  p o t t e r s  t o u r  o f  C h i n a  

:
I  cannot 'wr l te  more  than a  sunnary  o f  what  appeared to  be
hundreds  o f  s l ldes  w l th  exp lanat lon  o f  each supp lemented by
comments  by  Pat .  However ,  I  have chosen a  few l tems tha t
a r e  o f  g e n e r a l  l n t e r e s t .

About  3300 rn l Ies  o f  t rave l l lng  s ta r ted  ln  Hong Kong,  th rough
C a n t o n  t o  P e k i n g  l n  t h e  f a r  n o r t h .  I n l t l a l l y  t h e  r o u t e  w e n t
nor th  a long the ,  coas t  p la lns ,  then a  huge de tour  to  the
n o r t h  w e s t  t o  t h e  o r i g l n a l  s i t e s  o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  C e l a d o n
p o t t e r l e s .  T h e n  e a s t  t o  P e k l n g  a n d  t h e  G r e a t  l / a l t  o f  C h i n a .

The 6roup o f  18  v is l to rs  were  t ru ly  in te rna t lona l ,  d rawn
f r o n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  t o  t r a v e l  f r o m  t h e  t r o p i c a l  s o u t h  t o
the  dry  and dus ty  nor th .  The d ls tances  can be  Judged by  two
r a l l  J o u r n e y s ,  o n e  o f  2 3  h o u r s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o f  L B  h o u r s ,
e n d l o = c  r o a d  t r a v o t l  t n g  o n  g o o d ,  b a c l  a r r d  l r r d l f  f  e r e r r L  r o e r c t
sur faces .  A long waterways  c rowded by  concre te  barges  1n
convoy  and every  conce ivab le  fo rm o f  c ra f t  imag lnab le .  Such
dlverse modes of t ransport  made the tour memorable i f  not
comfor tab le .  The cons tan t  chan6es ln  scenery  f rom p la lns  to
m l s t y  m o u n t a l n s  b r o u g h t  t h e  C h l n e s e  p a l n t i n g s  t o  l i f e ,  t o  b e
unders tood ln  a  new way.

THE POTTERIES

One pot te ry  made huge s to rage po ts .  In  the  west ,  d rums o f
s t e e l  o r  p l a s t l c  w o u l d  b e  t h e l r  e q u i v a l e n t s ,  T w o  m e n
work lng  in  tandem made the  po ts .  The f l rs t  beat  the  c lay
f l ta t ,  the  second c lad  a  fo rmer  w i th  the  cJ"a5r  r :s ing  a .  padd.J_e
to  beat  i t  ln to  shape.  The r lm and ga l le ry  were  nade by
w o r k i n g  a  c o t l  a r o u n d  t h e  e d g e .  T h e  c o l l  w a s  o r i g l n a l l y
a long h is  a r rn  and over  h is  shou lder ,

The po ts  were  comple ted  and p laced ou ts lde  to  d_1y .  They
were  then s l ipped w i th  a  b rush,  oF accord ing  to  Chr is t ine-
A n n e  R i c h a r d s ,  a  g , I a z e  w a s  a p p l l e d  t o  t h e  u n f l r e d  p o t . .  T h e
o n l y  f J . r i n g  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  l n  a  t r o l l e y  k t I n .  T h e  r e 6 u l t i n g
pot  was rough and s tu rd l l y  s lmp le .

T h e  a m o u n t  o f  l d e n t i c a l  p o t s  w a s  p r o d i g i o u s  a s  t h e y  f l l l e d
the  whar f  and every  square  lnch  o f  deck lng  on  a  t led  up
boat .  Even a  smal l  boat  p rope l led  by  one nan wa6 fu l l y
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l oaded.  There  must  be  a  hu6e demand fo r  la rge  conta iners  to
p ick le  the  cabbage.

The second po t te ry  to  be  d iscussed made mi l lLons  o f  p la tes
and c ra ted  them ln  woven banboo baskets .  How they  remalned
u n b r o k e n  o n  t h e  r o u g h  r o a d s ,  w €  c a n n o t  t e I I .  P l l e . s  o f  r o c k
( k a o I l n  a n d  t h e  e q u l v a l e n t  t o  C o r n i s h  s t o n e )  w e a t h e r  1 n  a
yard .  These are  c rushed to  f lne  powder  ln  cond i t ions  tha t
w o u l d  b e  a  f t e l d  d a y  t o  t h e  H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y  O f f i c e r s  i n
t h e  U K .  H o w e v e r ,  m l l l i o n s  o f  p l a t e s  a r e  m a d e ,  e a c h  l n  a
s a g g e r , '  ? s  c o a l  i s  u s e d  f o r  f l r i n g .  O n e  p o t t e r y  u s e d  c o a l
f o r  b l s c u l t  a n d  w o o d  f o r  t h e  g l o s t  f l r i n g .  R e m e m b e r i n g  i u s t
how b lg  the  k l lns  a re ,  the  count rys lde  rnus t  be  comple te ly
denuded o f  t rees  and banboo.

The th l rd  po t te ry  to  be  d lscussed here  is  the  proud
lnher l to r  o f  the  ce ladon shards .  These were  ana lysed
recent ly  and the  Tang/Sung per lod  rec lpes  were  red iscovered.
Jus t  ln  case the  prec lous  shards  went  miss ing ,  they  were  se t
l n  a  c o n c r e t e  f r a r a e  f o r  a l l  t l m e .  H e r e  m o r e  t r a d l t l o n a l
m e t h o d s  a r e  u s e d ,  r e c r e a t t n g  b e a u t l f u l  p o t s  f o r  t h e  m u s e u m s
o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  d e c o r a t l o n  s o m e t l m e s  t o o k  f o u r  t o  s l x
months  to  comple te .  The t ra inees  prac t lsed  on  s rna l le r  and
s lmpler  p iece .s .  Even by  western  s tandards  the  po ts  a re
expens lve ,  heaven knows what  the  average Ch lne .se  workers
t h l n k  a b o u t  t h e  c o s t .  I t  w a s  l n t e r e s t l n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e
pots  were  suppor ted  no t  by  res t lng  on  a  sur face  bu t  by  a
bracketed  arm ex tend ing  ln to  the  po t .  Sna l1  p ressure  pads
h e l d  a  s r n a l l  r e s t  a c r o s s  t h e  p o t  s u r f a c e ,  T h l s  r e l i e v e s  t h e
decora tor  o f  the  need to  touch the  po t  unnecessar i l y .  Here
was d isp layed a  t reasury  o f  c rack le ,  pa ln ted  and carved po ts
f o r  w e l l - h e e l e d  v l s i t o r s  t o  b u y  a n d  s h J - p  h o m e  u n d e r  l i c e n c e .

B e s l d e s  s e e i n g  p o t t e r s  b y  t h e  s c o r e ,  d o o r s  t h a t  u s u a l l y
wou ld  no t  be  opened to  the  genera l  pub l i c  o r  tour is t  were
o p e n e d  t o  t h e  B r o u p  w l t h  p r i d e  a n d  a  j u s t l f i a b l e  p l e a s u r e  1 n
what  they  do ,  over  g reen tea .

The tour  d ld  no t  who l ly  dwe l l  on  po ts .  They  somehow found
t l m e  t o  v l s l t  m u s e u m s ,  t h e  f o r b l d d e n  c l t y  ( p a l a c e  o f
Emperors  o f  Ch lna)  1n  Pek ing ,  the  huge open space known as
T iananmen Square ,  the  Great  l ia l l  o f  Ch ina ,  nany  marke ts  and
the  te r raco t ta  a rmy.  No wonder  the  ln t rep ld  t rave l le rs  were
road weary  and ln  need o f  wes tern  food and comfor ts  no t
a v a l l a b l e  a w a v  f r o m  h o m e .

T h e  e v e n l n g ' s  t o u r  b y  s l l d e s  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  r a p i d  t o u r  o f
the  s lgh ts  o f  Ch ina  o ld  and new.  Hon6 Kong has  modern  roads
a n d  b u i l d i n g s  l n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  c e n t r e  t h a t  a r e  e q u a l  t o
any th ing  bu i l t  e lsewhere .  In  cont ras t  the  nore  remote  par ts
had pagodas bu l l t  to  show the  es teem o f  the  bu l lder  by  the
h e i g h t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ;  a n d  t e m p l e s  w l t h  r o o v e s  b u i l t  l i k e
ten ts  tha t  re f lec ted  the  nornad lc  na ture  o f  the  peop le  the
Great  l la l l  fa i led  to  keep back .  Th is  i s  on ly  a  surnmary  o f
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what Ron and Pat saw labt year on a memorable Journey
t h r o u g h  a  l a n d  t h a t  h a s  o n l y  J u s t  r e a l L z e d  i t s  p o t e n t i a l .
O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  G u l l d ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e m  f o r
s h a r i n g  w l t h  u s  t h l s  e v e n l n g .

BRIAN BICKNELL

COI l tE  I  IT ITO THE GARDEI iTExH r B r r 
to* jnYr i:?"S,'1"o,,"#'1,' H oTJtT*" 

sHoP

Large te r raco t ta  po ts  and a  bubb l lng  founta in  cou ld  be  6een
t h r o u g h  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  l e a f y  a r c h  e n l i v e n e d  b y  b i r d  s o n 6 .
t tncertaln Engl ish sunners ha. ' . 'e crea-ted a vogue for
conserva tor lesr  pa t ios ,  sna l l  gardens  and w lndow boxes  wh lch
hopefu l l y  have c rea ted  a  marke t  fo r  c lay  po ts  ra ther  than
p l a s t l c  o n e s .

Approx l rna te ly  30  lnch  h lgh  th rown pots  ran6ed ln  p r lce  f rom
t z O O  t o  t 3 0 O  ( s o m e  b e i n g  g l a z e d ) .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  h i g h l y
d e c o r a t e d  s u n d l a I s ,  6 o m e  l n c l u d l n g  t a l l  c l a y  b a s e s ;  w h 1 1 s t
o n e  v e r y  a t t r a c t l v e  d l a l  c o n s l s t e d  o f  L 2  t l l e s  m o u n t e d  o n  a
w a l l  < , f , 4 5 O > ,  O r  y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  a  g L a z e d  r a k u  o h e e p  o r  p 1 g
wander lng  about  your  garden.

A m u s l n g  h l g h - f l r e d  t e r r a c o t t a  f l g u r e s  a b o u t  2  f e e t  h l g h  h a d
been produced by  Penny l i f c ln tosh ,  wh l ls t  Ka te  l , [e l lo rs
produced h lgh  qua l i t y  Japanese garden lan terns  1 i t  by
e l e c t r l c l t y .  O n l y  o n e  p e r s o n  m a d e  a  b l r d  b a t h  ( I  g a t h e r
these g ive  grea t  p leasure  to  e lder ly  peop le  watch lng  b l rds
l n  t h e l r  g a r d e n s )  b u t  t h l s  c o s t  t 6 0 0 .  I t  w a s  l l k e  a  h u g e
g l a z e d  f l o w e r .

PAil TAI.TES

E > < I { I B I T I O } T

' 'SHADOV POTS AND PAINTINGS' '

CERAIi I ICS BY I IARIGOLD AUSTIN
1 9 t h  J u n e  L s t  J u 1 y ,  1 O  a m  -  5  p m ,  S u n d a y  2  5  p m

at  the  Cow Byre ,  Bury  S t ree t ,  Ru is l - ip

G u l l d  m e m b e r s  a r e  l n v l t e d  t o  t h e  P r i v a t e  V i e w
on Sunday June 18 th ,  6  9  pm

F C f  R  S A I , E

Ruth  Karnac  ls  se l l tng  the  conten ts  o f  her  po t te ry

Anyone ln te res ted  p lease contac t  her  on  0895 631-738
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