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F r i d a l r  1 2 t h  M a y  a t  I  p m  a t  N o r t h c h u r c h  S o c l a l  C e n t r e ,  B e I l
Lane,  Nor thchurch ,  Berkhamsted.

R O D  P E I R S O N  w 1 1 1  g i v e  a n  l l l u s t r a t e d  t a l k  o n  h l s  t r a v e l s  i n
C h i n a  w l t h  t h e  r e c e n t  g u l d e d  C P A  T o u r .

Saturday /Sunday 10 t l r / ] . J th  June POT CRAWL
S e e  s e p a r a t e  L e a f I e t .
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SLIDE SHOV & DEMONSTRATION OF EARTHENI/ARE RELIEF TILES

L 4 t h  A p r i  l  l - 9 B g

T h i s  e v e n i n g  w a s  a  p r o g r e s s l o n  o f  s k i l l  a n d  e x p e r l e n c e  o f  a
p o t t e r  f r o m  h i s  f i r s t  a t t e m p t s  t o  f l n d  h i s  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n
i n  h i s  s t u d e n t  d a y s  u p  t o  t o d a y .

W i t h  c l a y  h e  h a s  t r i e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  c o l o u r  a n d  m o v e m e n t
w i tnessed every  d .ay .  However ,  i t  i s  no t  easy  to  por t ray
t h i s  i n  c l a y  a n d  s l i p s  a s  w e  a l l  k n o w  t h a t  i t  1 s  u p  t o
c h a n c e .  T h e  b l u e  o f  a  s k y  o r  t h e  g o l d  o f  t h e  s u n  i s  m o r e
l i n e  w l t h  t h e  e g g  t e m p e r a  p a i n t l n g  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e
s c u l p t e d  c l a y  t i l e s .  O n e  o f  h i s  e a r l y  p i e c e s  o f  w o r k  w a s
p o t  w i t h i n  a  p o t ,  T h e  o u t e r  s u r f a c e  s h o w e d  a  s m a l l  d o o r
tha t  lead  ln to  a  secre t  wor ld .  o f  pa in ted  rnounta ins  and
s c e n e s  w l t h l n  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  c l r c u l a r  w a l 1 s ,

T h i s  d e v e l o p e d  i n t c l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p i e c e s ,  a g a i n  f e a t u r i n g
doors ,  Romanesque and Venet lan  w i th  carved tympanum which
for rned the  l ln te I  over  the  doorways .  The.se  were  s i rnp ly
cons t ruc ted  f rom s labs  o f  ear th ,enware  c lay ;  f lnger  marks
w e r e  n o t  r e n o v e d  l n  a  f e w  a r e a s ,  o f f s e t t i n g  t h e  c l e a n  e d g e s
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o f  t h e  a r c h l t e c t u r a l  f o r m s .  I t  l s  n o t  a  g r e a t  s t e p  t o  h l s
n e x t  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  t h a t  l s  t h e  c a r v l n g  o f  b l r d s  a n d  a n l m a l s
s iml la r  to  the  fo rms above the  doors .  The theme runs  or r r
a l w a y s  a n  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  I l f e  f o r c e s  a 6  e x e m p l i f i e d  b y  t h e
r e c u r r l n g  m o t l f s  o f  t r e e s ,  b i r d s  a n d  s n a k e s .  I n  t h e  I n d i a n
t rad i t ion  each o f  these has  a  mean ing  tha t  a f fec ts  man and
h i s  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s ,  T h e  f l n a l  s e t  o f  s l i d e s  s h o w e d  R a y ' s
m o s t  r e c e n t  w o r k  t h a t  w l 1 1 . b e  d l s p l a y e d  a t  M l c h a e l s o n  a n d
O r i e n t  i n  t h e  P o r t o b e l l o  R o a d .  L o n d o n  

:
The second par t  q f  the  even lng  was a  demonst ra t lon  o f  t l l e
s c u l p t i n g .  I t  h a s  t o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  t h e  m e d i u m  u s e d  l s
r e d  e a r t h e n w a r e  c l a y  w l t h o u t  t h e  a d d l t l o n  o f  s l l p s  o r
o x i d e s .  T h e  t o t a L  e f f e c t  r e l i e s  o n  d a y l i 6 h t  a n d  s h a d o w
f a l l l n g  o n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n e s ,  T h e  s u b i e c t  w a s  a n  e a 6 l e  ( a
symbol  o f  power  {n  Imper ia l  Rome and Naz l  Ger rnany)  se t
w l t h i n  a  f r a m e  c l f  t h e  s a m e  m a t e r i a l ,  A n  o u t l l n e  1 s  d r a w n  o n
t h e  c l a y  f r o m  p r e v l o u s  d r a w l n g s  o r  r e f e r e n c e  b o o k s ,  C I a y  i s
hooked f rom a  b lock  tha t  l s  about  z r t "  th lck .  A t  th is  s tage
t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  m a t e r l a l  l s  r o u g h ,  w l t h o u t  a n y  d e t a l 1 ,  V h e n
t h e . , c l a y  h a s  h a r d e n e d  a  l l t t l e ,  f u r t h e r  w o r k  l s  d o n e  I
r e f l . n l n g  t h e  b a s l c  r = h a p e s  a n d  p o s s l b l y  r e p l a c l n g  a n y
r n a t e r l a l  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e m o v e d  t o o  z e a l o u s l y ,  \ { i t h  t h e  u s e
o f  a .  v a r l e t y  o f  t o o l s  a n d  s c r l b e r s  t h e  f l n e r  d e t a l l s  a r e  c u t
w h e n  t h e  c l a y  l s  a l m o s t  } e a t h e r  h a r d ,  T h l s  l s  c l v e r -
s l m p l l f y l n g  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  S o  a s  t o  g l v e  t h e  d e p t h  t o  t h e
v a r l o u s  p l a n e s  a n d  1 l f e  t o  t h e  s u b J e c t ,  t h e y  a r e  u n d e r - c u t
l n  t h e  s a m e ' w a y  a  n a s o n  u n d e r c u t  t h e  n a t u r a l l s t l c  f o l l a g e
f o u n d  o n  c o l u m n s  1 n  M e d l a e v a l  c h u r c h e s .

T h e  t l l e s  a r e  d e s l g n e d  t o  s t a n d  o n  a  s h e l f  o r  t o  b e
s u s p e n d e d  o n  b o l t s  o n  a  w a l l ,  T h l s  r e q u L r e s  a  r e g u l a r  f r a m e
t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  s u b J e c t .

T h e  m a t e r l a l s  u s e d  a r e l  L Z  k i l o s  R e d  e a r t h e n w a r e
3 ' l  k i lo .s  f  lne  grog

320 gram6 bar ium carbonate
F i r l n g r  O r t o n  0 1  a n d  1  w l t h  t h e  c c l D e . s  d o w n  t o  L / 2  t o  2 / 3 r d s
T h l s  6 i v e s  a  t o a s t e d  f o o k .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  u s l n g  b a r l u m
c a r b o n a t e  i s  s o  a s  t o  a v o l d  t h e  s a l t s  l e a c h i n g  o u t  o f  t h e
c l a y  a n d  w h l t l n g  t h e  s u r f a c e .  T h l s  c a n  b e  a t t r a c t t v e  b u t  l t
b l o b s  i n  u n w a n t e d  p l a c e s  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  c o n t r o l l e d ,

F l n a l l y  I  m u s t  m e n t l o n  t h e  s m a l l  e g 6  t e m p e r a  p a l n t i n g .  R a y
c o a t e d  a  t l l e  l n  g e s s o  t o  c o n s o l l d a t e  a  w h l t e - - b u r f a c e .  T h e
f i n i s h  l s  s o f t e r  t h a n  o 1 l s ,  E g g  y o l k  l s  u s e d  a s  a  b l n d i n g
medlum ln  the  same manner  as  the  Icon  pa in te rs  used.  i ' n
G r e e c e  a n d  I t a l y .

I  shou ld  l i ke  to  thank  Ray l la lker  fo r  a  most  in te res t ing
demonst ra t lon  on  beha l f  o f  the  Gu l ld  and w lsh  h im success
w i t h  h l s  e x h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

BRIAN BICKNELL
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