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T o  m a r k  t h e l r  2 5 t h  A r i n i . v e r s a r y ,  t h e  N o r t h c h u r c h  a n d  D i s t r l c t
A s s o c l a t i o n ,  w h o s e  b a l I  w e  u s e  f o r  o u r  m e e t l n 6 s ,  a r e  h o l d l n g
a  C r a f t  E x h i b l t l o n  o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d  A p r l l  2 9 t b  -  l { a y  1 s t .
T h e  G u t l d  h a s  b e e n  l n v l t e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t .  F u r t h e r  d e t a l l s  l n
t h e  n e x t  B u I l e t l n ,  b u t  t h l s  s e e m 6  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m o u n t  a
s n a l l  G u i l d  S h o w ,

TTI'SSEI-I- COI,I- I  I IS
T h r o w e r  o f  B l g  P o t s  -  1 3 t h  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 9

Vhether  l t  was  the  mi ld ,  d ry  6 'ven ln6 ,  o r  word .  go t  a round.
tha t  th rowing  o f  b lg  po ts  was go lng  to  be  en ter ta in ing  and
lns t ruc t lve  a t  the  same t lme,  I  do  no t  know,  bu t  there  was a
la rge  a t tendance,

Russe l l  was  a  teacher  ln  woodwork  e tc  a t  a  scboo l  and
dec lded to  learn  po t te ry  a t  Har row.  I t  appears  tha t  i t  was
ihe perlod of tbe Vorkshop Ethlc when throwlng was tbe
cent re  o f  learn lng  and how your  work  was Judged.

i lurray opened the evening wlth anecdotes about persons of
conmon acqua ln tance.  In  response,  RusseI l  re la ted  an
exper lence be  had w l tb  the  Oxfordsh l re  V ,  I .  Apparent ly  they
p laced b lm on a  s tage,  comple teJ .y  ou t  o f  s lgh t  o f  the
Iad les .  He was then p laced in  f ron t  o f  an  arc  o f  sea ted
I a d l e s ,  a l I  o f  w h o m  s a t  l n  e a g e r  a n t i c i p a t i o n .
Unfor tunate ly  the  water  and s lu r ry  sprayed the  f rou t  row.
Not  to  be  de ter red  an  e f f l c ien t  person dev lsed newspaper
masks  w l th  eye  bo les  cu t  ou t  ln  tbe  appropr la te  p laces ,
Thls presented Russell  .vr l tb the a:aazing si6ht of newspaper
-asks and aprons l lke a Greek tra8edy. I  wonder what our
prev lous  speaker  Jed Ho l le  wou ld  have made o f  th ls  ro le  o f
a u d l e n c e  p a r t l c l p a t l o n ,

I  s t l l l  see  demonst ra t lons  o f  po t t lng  sk i l l  as  wonders  to
beho ld ,  as  I  a rn  s t lL l  a  nov lce  o f  l l rn l ted  exper lence.  The
thougbt  o f  hand l , lng  up  to  20  lbs  o f  c i .ay  1n  one or  even two
sec t lons  lmpressed me grea t ly ,  I t  was  un for tunate  tha t
Russe l l  d ls to r ted  a  few o f  h ls  p repared po ts  wh l Ie  app ly lng
tbe  car  b rakes .  Th ls  d td  no t  mat te r  g rea t ly  as  he
demonst ra ted  how to  cent re  h ls  ba t  upon a  pad o f  c lay  and
m l g  6  p e r f e c t l y  f l t t l n g  1 1 d ,  c o m p l e t l n g  a  c i d e r  J a r  a n d  a
w a t e r  J u 6  w 1 t h l n  2 0  m l n r : t e s .  T b e  I e a d l n g  o r  t o p  e C g e  l s
f l r s t  h e a v l l y  s c o r e d  a n d .  w e t t e d .  A  c o l l a r  o f  p r e v l o u s l y
th rovrn  c lay  l s  then p laced f l rn ly  upon th is  p repared edge,
tapped down and tbumbed down to  expe l  any  t rapped a l r .  I t
l s  l n t e r e s t l n g  t h a t  t h e  b o t t o m  s e c t l o n  o f  t b e  c l d e r  J a r  a n d
the  water  Ju6 bad cor r rmon shapes and he lgb t ,  The tb rowlng  o f
t h e  t o p  d e c l d e d  t h e  e v e n t u a L  u s e .
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A 1 1  r l r o s  a r e  b o l d l y  r a d e  b y  t u r n i n 6  t h e  r l m  e d g e  b a c k  o n
i t s e l f  t o  g l v e  s t r e n g t b  p h y s l c a l l y  a n d  a e s t h e t l c a l ) . y .  T h l s
w a s  d e v e l . o p e d  l n t o  t h e  t b r o w l n g  o f  a  g a l l e r y  f o r  a  1 1 d ,

He showed four  methods  (one o f  wh icb  was by  l { l chae l  Cardew) ,
u s e d  f o r  p o t s ,  b r e a d  c r o c k s  a n d  c a s s e r o l e s .  H e  l 1 k e s  t o
have the  smooth  B lazed edge lns lde  so  as  to  avo ld  a reas  o f
poss lb le  d l r t .  Each rae tbod ach leved the  saue end and was
s e l e c t e d  f o r  i t s  e v e n t u a l  u s e .

The ta I1  Jug was based on  tbe  med laeva l  exarop le  ln  the
Ashmolean l luseum ln Oxford, he;4.ce 1ts trade name of tbe
'Oxford '  .  Th ls  was tb rowr r  1n  two sec t lons .  Tbe r ln  a6a1n
was s t ro t rg  and the  pour ing  I lp  was rnade w l tbout  spo l l lng  the
I tne  o f  mou ld ing .  A  subs tan t la l  band le  wou ld  be  pu l led  and
f lxed  and a  bread c rock  hand le  wou ld  normal ly  be  p laced near
tbe  base be low the  spout .  Th ls  wou ld  be  the  fu l l  ex ten t  o f
t h e  d e c o r a t l o n .

Xuch was sa ld  about  the  roe tbods  o f  p roduc t lon  and f l r lng .
As  he  had to  p roduce 2000 or  3000 bowls  w l tb ln  a  shor t  t1me,
i t  goes  w l tbout  say lnS the  o ld  methods  o f  a  doub le  cbamber
k1}n  fo r  B loss  f i r lng  and b lsque are  now too  s1ow.  Th ls
needed a  f i r lng  t i roe  o f  a  week.  The new way,  us ing  a
t r o l l e y  k 1 I n  t a k e s  a b o u t  1 2  h o u r s ,  s o  t e c h n l c a l l y  t w o
f i r ings  a  day  are  poss ib le ,  though ln  p rac t lce  l t  l s  once a
day  and 1s  fu l l y  au tonat lc .  Tbe reduc t loa  appearaace 1s  now
added w l tb  a  1 l t t Ie  ox lde .  C lay  (20  tons  per  ba tcb)  and
g lazes  are  now made ln  S toke  to  b1s  spec l f l ca t lons  and
t rucked ln  to  save t ime and to  s tandard lze  produc t lon .

I have onltted much ln the name of brevlty, and as Eo rrErDy
of  our  rnembers  tu rned up  fo r  tbe  exce l len t  denonst ra t ion ,
th ls  l s  to  remind the :n  o f  the  main  po in ts .

Sbou ld  you v is i t  T rus t  House For te  and o ther  es tab l l sbments
o f  s lm i la r  i l k ,  you  w111 poss lb ly  d lne  f rom tab leware  made
by Russe l l .  So  p lease look  and co l lpare  no tes .

BRIAN BICKIIELL
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L lbby  Kee l lng  wou ld  l l ke  to  hear  f ro rn  anyone wbo
success fu l  photos  o f  Jed  Ho l l -e  and h ls  masks ,  as
f a 1  I  e d .
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