
I

T
I

DACORUMAI\ID
CHITTERNI
POTTERS GUILD

Iil=TI
SECRETARY:  Va ler le  Wl l l lams 5  Saxon C lose  :

,  Letchworth Herts SG6 4RF
Tel :  Le tchwor th  686765

FCf R.:TI{CC)}IT I  } iTG E\ZEItr :TS

Lrf-da;r- Lh--I-a.r:.uan5r at i: pm iiortrlchurch Sociar Centre,
Bel l  Lane,  Nor thchurch,  Berkhamsted.

RUSSELL COLLINS wl l l  demonstrate the maklng of  large
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I t  was  un for tunate  tha t  our  gues t  a r r l ved  ra ther  la te  ln  the
even lng ,  as  he  was a  very  in te res t ing  and var led  speaker .
I t  l s  lmposs lb le  to  descr lbe  who l ly  the  method o f  c rea t ing
the  masks  f rom the  c lay  fo r rner r  a 's  l t  has  to  be  seen to
apprec ia te  the  subt le  changes ln  the  l lnes  o f  sor rowfu l  o r
happy faces .

There fore  I  w l l l  descr lbe  the  func t ion  o f  the  rnasks  and
br te f l y  cover  the  rnak ing  and l t s  requ l rements .

Jed Ho l le  l s  an  ac tor  and mlme ar t i s t  who needed a  nask ,  so
he :uaCe bne, and se .sta: ' ted an lnterect l r :g ctuClr.  cf  : laaek=
throu6hout  the  wor ld .

i lasks were recognlzed as represent lng characters in Greek
drarna .  The aud lences  a t  De lph l  cou ld  see a t  a  g iance the
rnasks and what they represented. \{hether comedy or tra6edy
the actor had grea.ter f reedom of expresslon. He acted
through and beh lnd  the  nask ,  no t  as  a  sh le ld  be tween h lm and
h l s  a u d l e n c e .

Much la te r  they  became soph ls t i ca ted  and very  p rec ise  l i ke
the  b lue  rnask  o f  ZanL used th is  even lng .  ZanL Ls  or  was  an
out  o f  work ,  c r ing lng  charac ter  work lng  fo r  more  than one
rnas ter  and w i thout  the  s t rength  o f  n lnd  to  be  h is  own.
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Thts Venet ian mask works weII  when vlewed fron the front as
a  pa the t lc  fo rm,  bu t  when tu rned s ldewlse ,  h ls  ho l low cheeks
and lack  o f  a  nose des t royed Zant  ' s  c red l -b t l i t y  un t l l  he
turned to  face  the  aud lence aga ln .

Rap l tano was qu i te  d t f fe ren t .  H ls  nose ls  long ,  a lmost
pha l l l c  and pronounced l l ke  Mr  Punch.  The ac tor  takes  on  a
haughty  s t ru t t lng  a t t l tude  as  the  mask  J .s  aggress lve ,  a lmost
e a g l e - I l k e .  J e d  p l a y e d  t h l s  c h a r a c t e r  w l t h  h i s  c h e s t  p u f f e d
out and hls head thrown back I lke a proud Renais.eance do6e,
bu t  when the  head is  lowered and the  vo lce  ls  so t tened,  th ls
h lgh  and mlghty  personage ts  humbled  bu t  no t  beaten .  The
power  o f  the  :nask  ls  the  beak  o f  a  no€e when he ld  h lgh .

There are I  characters played by the Comedy del Arte, but
there  ls  on ly  one fena le  charac ter  and she is  w l thout  a
mask.  I t  seems tha t  th ts  l s  a l rnos t  a  ma le  Dreserve  ln
E u r o p e .

In  A f r l ca ,  ma le  and female  masks  are  usua l .  The negro  head
represents  s ickness  and the  poor  su f fe rer  recogn lses  t t  as
such.  The nask  ls  sp l r i tua l  and vey  power fu l  upon the  rn lnd
of  the  beho lder .  The purpose was d l f fe ren t  f rom 1 ts
European counterpar ts ,

The Venet lans  ln  the  18 th  century ,  when t lmes were  bad due
to  the  open lng  o f  the  eas tern  t rade rou tes  to  Japan,  spread
fear  and lLcenc lous  gos€Lp f rom beh lnd  nasks  ln  the  s t ree ts .

The buffoon mask made from sprayed on foam, expressed only
one emot ion  and was unab le  to  do  any th lng  e lse ,  whereas  the
s imp le  :nasks  re l ied  on  the  ac tor  beh lnd  them.

Those who dld attend the Chrlstmas evenlng saw Jed rnake a
for rner  f rom scu lp tu ra l  c lay .  I t  l s  1 - rapor tan t  to  take
careful  measurenents of the face, as the mask has to be worn
w t t h  e a s e .

Use mode l l lng  c lay .  Do no t  look  a t  your  work  f rom one ang le
on iy  -  p ick  1* "  up  and v iew i i  f rom every  s ic ie .  I i ;  i s  be t te r '
to carve away and f lnd the character a6 l t  emerges. The
best  way  ls  to  work  w l th  the  f lngers  and the  hee ls  o f  the
hands, Use both hands together so as to malntaln symmetry.
I , /o rk  the  c lay  un t l l  the  mask  ls  f ln lshed,  To  na tce  the  she l l
use  the  bes t  P las ter  o f  Par is  as  tbe  cheaper - r ra r ie ty  ch ips
t o o  e a s i l y .  C o v e r  t h e  c l a y  w i t h  v a s e l l n e  t o  s t o p  s t l c k l n g
a n d  b u i l d  u p  a  s h e l l  t o  a b o u t  % "  t h i c k .  U s e  s a c k i n g ' o r
scr l .m a6 a  s t rengthener ,  bu l ld  up  a  fu r ther  , t " .  I f  you  use
c l l n g  f l l m  b e t w e e n  t h e  c l a y  a n d  s h e l l  a  s r n o o t h e r  f l n l s h  i s
p o s s i b l e  ( n o  v a s e l l n e  J - s  r e q u l r e d ) ,  T h l s  a d d s  a b o u t  a n  h o u r
to  your  work .

But t  up  smal l  p ieces  o f  Ce las t lc  and use acetone (b rush

c leaner )  to  par t l y  d lsso lve  the  mater l -a l  as  i t  l s  p laced
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over  the  she l l .  Bu t t  the  p leces  to6ether  l f  you  are  mak lng
a s ing le  layer  o r  over lap  the  f l rs t  l f  you  are  to  lamlnate .
I t  must be remembered that acetone ls dangerous and free alr
l -s  a  must .  Use g loves  to  save your  sk in  f rom damage.

F l n l s h  w t t h  a c r y l l c  p a t n t s  a s  t h t s  t e n d s  t o  f l e x  w i t h o u t
c rack ing .  Ny lon  ha l r  can  be  bought  ln  nany  6rades ,  o r  as  on
the  Af r i can  head,  use  rope.

I  c a n n o t  d o  J u s t i c e  t o  t h e  s u b J e c t  w l t h  J u s t  a  S l l m p s e .  I t
i s  p r o J e c t e d  t o  a s k  J e d  H o l l e  t o  m a k e  a  r e t u r n  v i s l t  d u r i n g
the sulutrer as requested by the members. Thls may be on a
Saturday  l f  the  comml t tee  can ar range l t .

BRIAN BICKNELL

J ( f S I E  
. \ ' V . A I - I T E F '

lpth ltrovember
Thts  l -s  to  be  a  to ta l l y  b lased account  o f  a  very  appea l lng
d e m o n s t r a t l o n .  I  f i n d  J o s i e  \ { a l t e r ' s  p o t s  w i t h  t h e l r
comfor t lng ly  tubby  shapes and v ib ran t  co lours  very  endear lng
as  was her  re laxed,  persona l  way  o f  demonst ra t ing .

I t  was  p leas lng  to  hear  how much she had been ln f luenced by
Andrew and Joanna Young when she f l rs t  saw them demonst ra te
a t  a  Ch l l te rn  and Dacorum Pot te rs '  Open Day.  One o f  the l r
fo rns  l -s  an  ova l  d ish  and Jos le  demonst ra ted  how to  p roduce
s u c h  a  d l s h  ' w l t h o u t  c u t t i n g  o r  f l d d l l n g '  .  S h e  t h r e w  a
round r lm w l th  very  so f t  c lay ,  p lcked t t  up  and dropped l t
on to  an  ova l  base.  There  seemed to  be  no  prob lem wl th
seal lng the edges. Newspaper was used on the bats to
prevent  s t tck lng  and to  save on  c lean lng  t ime,

J o s l e  \ { a l t e r r s  d e s l g n s  a r e  v e r y  l l k e  t e x t l l e s  s o  1 t  w a s  n o
surpr lse  to  learn  tha t  th ls  had been her  p rev lous
occupat lon .  The br lgh t  co lours  and sh lny  sur faces  su l t  her
p l c t o r l a l ,  d e c o r a t l v e  s t y l e  w e I l  a n d  s h e  e x p l a l n e d  t h a t  t h e
reason fo r  mak ing  d ishes  was rea l l y  to  p rov lde  a  new way o f
f r a r n i n g  h e r  p l c t u r e s .  E a c h  p l c t u r e  t e l l s  a  t a l e ;  t h e
lobs ter  d lsh  was des lgned fo r  her  son,  Tom,  a f te r  he  had
been th rea tened by  one ln  a  French f l sh  shop,  the  basket  o f
f ru l t  was  Tom's  Harves t  Fes t iva l  basket ,  and the  f lowers '
p r l rnu las  g lven to  Jos le  fo r  her  b i r thday .  She demonst ra ted
her  s l tp  t ra t l ing  on  a  d lsh  w lhout  a  r l -m so  t t ra t  we cou ld
a I I  see  c lear ly  what  she was do lng .

Jos le  l s  lnc red ib ly  we l l  o rgan lsed and her  dernons t ra t lon  a
b l t  l l ke  a  conJuror 's  per fo r i lE tnce  -  b rand lsh in6  a  snaI l  pa i r
o f  sc tssors ,  she  sn ipped away wh l ls t  answer lng  ques t ions  and
somet lmes ask lng  them too  -  she  ls  very  c lever  a t  invo lv lng
b e r  a u d i e n c e .
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Sudden ly ,  ou t  o f  a l l  the  sn ipped paper  emerged a  very
convl-ncLng cat;  she had done no drawing beforehand and so we
were  a l l  amazed.  She cont lnued to  cu t  a  ser les  o f  shapes
and used them,  as  res is ts ,  p lac lng  one on  the  po t  and s l ip
t ra i l ing  over  i t ,  then  another  un t l l  she  had used about  four
coJ-ours. \ {hen the paper resLsts were removed, coloured
o u t l i n e s  w e r e  l e f t  t o  b e  f l r e d  l n t o  a  s h l n y  p i c t u r e .  S h e
reconunended f lo r l s ts  paper ,  sh iny  s lde  down and even o f fe red
us  f ree  paper  to  t ry  fo r  ourse lves .  

:
The po ts  a re  a I I  raw f l red  because Jos le  ha tes  the  fee l  o f
t h e  b i s c u i t e d  c 1 a y .  T h e y  b e g l n  f l r l n g  v e r y  l o w  f o r  t h e
f l rs t  day  and n lgh t ,  then heat  1s  tu rned up  and ha l fway
through the  second day  the  bun6 is  pu t  1n .  A f te r  th is  the
f l r ing  l -s  s lowed down very  g radua l ly  -  th ls  s lowlng  down
produces  the  sh lny  f ln ish  to  the  po ts .  The roag lc  and l i fe
l n  t h e m  i s  s u p p l i e d  b y  J o s t e  \ { a l t e r .

P A U L I N E  O ' D E L L
i * * * l * *

JOSIE VALTER HAS KINDLY SENT US SOilE OF HER RECIPES - HERE
THEY ARE:

R a w  G l a z e  -  C o n e  0 3  ( 1 0 8 0 ' C )  1 1 0 0 ' C  f  o r  h l g h e r  t e r q p s
C r 4 z e s  a t  1 O 8 O " C

L e a d  B t s t l l c a t e  7 5
A l k a l l n e  F r l t  5
R e d  C I a y  L 0
Fe ldspar  10
Benton i te  4

l / h t t e  S I t p
LOO% TTIVD Ba l l  C Iay
\ i la t ts ,  B lake ,  Bearne & Co
Newbon Abbott
Devon

Green S l lpLAO% TIM p lus  3% copper  ox lde

Other  co lours  a re  ob ta lned by  add lng  underg laZ-e  co lours
f r o m  B l y t h e  t o  t h e  T W D  B a I l  C l a y :
5 %  1 3 L 5 0 7 9  G r e e n / B l u e  ( l n s i d e  t u r e e n s )
L5% 13L5079 Glves  a  much br igh ter  b lue
5% 1375053 Brown Grey  (L igh t )
L5% 1375053 Brown Grey  (Dark)
L 5 %  1 3 H 5 0 5 1  Y e I l o w
L5% 13P5037 St rong Red
1 5 %  D 3 L O 4  R o s e  P l n k  ( f o r  t r a 1 1 1 n 6 )

L e a d  B i s i l l c a t e  8 0
R e d  C I a y  1 0
Fe ldspar  L0
B e n t o n l t e  4

Add I% red l-ron for a
more  go lden co lour

B l a c k  S I i p
4  p ln ts  b rown s l tp
L lhoz  red  l ron  ox lde
L  o z  b l a c k  n l c k e l
L  oz  coba l t  ox lde
L oz nanganese oxlde
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Ctay

Frorn  Va len t lnes  C lay  Produc ts
Birches Head Road
H a n l e y  < 0 7 8 2  2 7 L 2 O O > f L . 50  a  ba6 )

I  use  s tandard  ear thenware  bu t  you  can a lso  ge t  f lne /coarse .
P o r c e l a i n  t s  t 5 .  O 0  a  b a g

You would probably have to add on for carr iage/V.A-T, These
prlces " 'are for cash and carry!

Underg laze  Co lours

From BIy th  Go lours  L td
Cresswel I
Stoke-on-Trent
sT l ]_  gRD <0782 395959)

( tSO mln lmum order  -  you  buy  ln  k t lo  packs)

Do le t  me know l f  there  ls  any  o ther  ln fo rmat lon  you
requ l re .  Oh yes  -  the  paper  was f lo r i s t ' s  wrapp lng  paper !

JOSIE VALTER

WEST FOREST POTTERS' NEXT EVENTS

I{ednesday 18th January Brln6 a pot and Soclal  Evenln6

l lednesday 8th February Lucle de }tauny - s l lpware, a
persona l  v lew.

l l e e t i n g s  a r e  h e l d  a t  7 , 4 5  p m  a t : -

Po lehampton Jun l .o r  Schoo l
K lbb lewh i te  Crescent

I - (frem Old tonder+ Read,
v l a  P e n f l e l d s ) ,

.  Twyford,
Berks

Sone members kind.ly lent soup-bowls for the Potters Open )ay in,I'iovernber.
A few r^rere not retrieved.. These will be brought to the evening rneeting
on January 13 by Brian 31clcre11. 0wners please contact him.

- 5


