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Thc Gulltl is en cstablishcrl organlsation !cpr.-
Bentlag both fu11 tloe antl p&rt tlee pottcrs rLthln
thc Daconro Dlstric* anal the Buxroundlng arcas.
lhe alns of the Guil<l arc:-

( A )

( B )

( c )

to promote lncrcaslng erarcDcas of thc valuea
of craf t  pot te4r 1n tbc arca.

Io hold l lc turcs,  d iscuEsiona,  pract icel
aleEoDst:'atious and other activlties to
fu r t be r  obJcc t  (A ) .

To rcprcscnt  wl th ln the arca thc inte leBtg
of  craf t  pot tc ls,  pot tcrT teacbcrs anal  tbcl r
atuilcDts, aDd to cncouragc the cstablishncnt
of gcrloua pert tlnc vocatlonal coursca.

(D) to co-operatc r i th other apocla l i .sed and
genGral crafts orgallsations to eDsure that
thc ncctl of the coErunity for llvlng wot( ls
rot Degl.ectctt by publlc lacq of contact ritb
crafts anal creftsncD.

(E) To nakc a regular sulvcy of all pottery
actlvity in thc arca and to lssuc a lcport to
Deobcrs, latcrestccl bodics aDd 1DtU.viduals.

(F)  8o issuc a Ncrslet tcr  of  thc act iv i t les of
the Gullil.

Icobcrship ia opcn to all- persons rlth an interest
ln pottcry. Paynent of tbc current subscription
ent l t les nenbers to a f rcc copy of  the Ncwslct ter
and to other bcncf i ts .  Further t leta i ls  nqy be
obtal.Dcd fron:-

Mrs. V. WiUlars
Scclctarlr
Dacorum and CbiltelD PotterE Guild

DACORUMA]\I)
CTITITERI\
POTTERS GTIILI)

May
2lst Friday e.00 9.m.
June
18th FridAy 8.00 p.m.

Juty
July

Humour in clay
(Venuetobenolified) -

3rd 'Problem Pof evening
St Nicholas Hall. Hatp€nden
MEMBERS EXHIEMON
Narrow boat trip- Hertfordshire

PROGRAMME for 1981/1982

Scptcmber Sdng a pd
lSth Friday 8.00 p.m. St Nicholas Hall, Harpon4n

Oc'tobcr AGM -Walty lG€le.
gttr FrlOav A-00 p.m. l.lorthchurctl Scial Gentre. Bedhamsbad

Gob.r visit to P6.cival Oarid Foundation
24th Satutday 10.30 am. Gorden Sq., London WCi- 

Matgatat Madl€Y and Nig€l Wood
lrbvcmbcr Pendley Opon Dat
Tlhsan rday Tring
9.30 a.m. -6.30 p.m.

Dccombcr Christmas €\renl
llthFriday PendleyManor,Tring
Januerr Film nighl
is-ttr ni6av a.oo p.m. St Stedhens and SL Albans Churdr Hdl.

St Albans
Fcbruary 2nd'Problem Pof et ening
l?h Fridly 8.00 p.m. St Nicholas Hall, Harpondon

Marctr Handlas and Spouts - Oantry Killid(
tgitrFiioay 8.oo p.m. Northchurch S6cial Centre, Betkhamstoad

A9.ll Sury Cree
16th Friday 8.OO p.m. Ponan End Vitlag€ Hall, Nr Be,khamstead

r|ri-tt



EDI TO RS COLUMN
Dear Rcadcrst

It 6c"n8 a long tloe sincc wc batl our Opcn Day at
Pcndley in Novcnber last ycar. Your coomlttc. lE

alrca{r rcll lDto thc plannlng stagos for th. tr.xt

Pcndley. lhle iseuc covers thc last Opcn Day.
Sony for  the dclaY.

Aftcr a llttle coarlng antt pushlng (sone nore tban
others) we havc nana€cd to procurc onc rcport . for
cach of our alcDonstrators. !o our four contrlbutore
I offer ny gratcful tbanka. Yct for en actlv.
Oulltt llke ours tt rcally is not Sooal enough to

havc only tbc fou! rcPorts.

Durlng the procccdlng at Pendlcy I obscrvcal aany a
notc takcn and not a few sketchcs. f,hcrc arc tbcy
gonc thcsc notcs and Eketches? llby 1111 you not

sbar. them rlth otber Oulld fcnbcrs? If you rrotc

a fcr clozcn lines to give us your inpreaslong of

onc or norc of the lccture8, togcthcr pcrhapB tlth

an occaalonal. sketch - hor nlcc it rould bc.

Since I bccane your Editor I have wrlttcn to you

sevcral tines in thc eaoc vein. I an surc tbat Jrou
all know that the verlr cssencc of our 0u11d ls thc

conJ,ng together of kindred Eplrlts. [c arc an

essociatlon of inttivlduals aot a h.rd of sbecp. I

can uloderatancl that sone Day fecl that their lrltings

aatl tlrarlngs are very pcreonal to tbeEsclvcs 8'Dd
pcrhaps fcel tbat to eharc these rith others nay

underElnc thcir lndlvlduallty. Such, I s-n surcr ls

not  the caac.

fo8t of ua pottcra tlcasurc ou! rpersouar eld und.r_
stand thc nacd fo! othcrg to do ll^kerisc. An hou,
ot tro at onc of our cooDlttrc ncctln€s rouLd eooa
convLncc thc doubters. fbc Eharlng of tbougbtg an<l
ldcae rl.th klpalrcd eouls can only -crvc, Dot to
dcmcan, but to fortl$/ cbaractcr.

fhe alo of thc Gu1ld 1g to aubLtueta, aot aubucrgc,
tbc lndlvlalual.

Sol B. not afraid to .rposc your eoul to the gaic
of Jrou! fellor ucnbcre. Thc trcag_oaJorlty of ue
1111 appreclatc your cfforta. thoic fr thrt ..ra
incllncd to accdlcrecrltlclen cen salelJr bc !gno!.d.

I! r"y bclp too, rhen you are iaaplrcd to ,rlt. a
llttlc conecat nthen you bavc a uinutc to eparct
to rcErEbcr tha arloD of tbc Vlctortaas.

"'21'1P.S. Oace agaln I havc ascrlbcd a rcport to tbr
rrong author. lbie tloc 1t ,as tb. accoDd,
laport oa thc Barb$r lard Dcoaoastratloa
La thc last fcrelcttcr. tbo author raa
Dlck popc not Staa RoDGr. I huobic
apologlce to Dlck.

PROCRASfINAIION IS THB TITIEF OF IITIB

illth.tbet pcarl I bld ycu ealleu.

TETTERS

ASHWEL 2584

f i l1/e2

Dcar Mra.  f , i l1 iaost

I am rriting to enqulrc of you aatl the Guilcl,

rhcther you havc any use for wooal a8b.

I ,et  me erpla lnt  I  work for  the Hert fordshirc

Couatrysidc Lian€Scmcnt Service and a countrysldc
Coomisslon supported project  baeed ln three areaE

of South Herts.  and cxtendiDg to the Stevenagc

tltstrlct in tbe ncar future. AE Rangcrs wc do a lot
of conservation xork in the countryslale and wc arc

tr '5r ing to proBote the cut t ing of  copplcer part lc-

uIarly in thc incrcasingly dcrcl'ict snal1 woodlanda'
cepccia l ly  on farms. Howeverr  to cncourage thc

farners to ilo the coppicing, thcJr hav? to bc 6horn

that it can pay! Products of coppicing are fircwoocl,
tool handles anal ash for thc glszc lndustrTr (anongst

others )  .

Susan [orr ls ,  at  AshweII ,  euggested that  I  wr l te to

you and f ind out  l f  you knew of  posslb le out lets

iocally for the ash. She has alrca.dy had a black
plastlc rubbish sackful fron me whlch ras purc becch

aeh. We can also supply hornbcam, possib ly oak,  an' l

ash,  and of  coursc nixtures of  a l l  sor te.

Havc you any idca of its financial valuc/rorth? Wbat

night we be abtc to chargc and by rhat wei6ht? troulil

w6 gct any ta.kers?

I,ooklng forsrard to hcaring from you.

Yours s lncerc ly '

(Mrs.)  chr is t ine Jarncs

Anyon6- ibtcrested shoul t l  contact  Hrs '  Ja$es dl rcct '

PRICI$ILLO'' PO,IIERY
52 taln St rect-prlckvlLlor-El,y-Canbs. CB? /+Un
Prlckwillow (oj5 3BB) 316

Dcar Peuli.ne and Daconrn anal Chlltcrn pottcra,

DurlTg the-paet elx ysara wc havc cnJoycd glvtrlg
evenlng ta lks and dcnonstrat ions to gr lups'of

l"opl: In our pottcrXr. XcEbcrE havc brougbt
fanlllee and frieDds to the ,orkshop 

""p"i1allyat weekenals and in the achool hol&lays tnclurl{ng
SuJldaJrs.

Fron ,Ianuary 1982 va plan to closc on SunOays ena
rc ere warrrcd that people nay havc a ,a6tcal Jc\r:?rcy,so r. rould bc very gratcful if you rould pase tbc
ncaaatc on.

Of coursc everyone is always tclcooc as ueual to
cone and eee rhat ye are doin6 on the other el,r
days of  tbe reckt

Yours sJ.nccrely,

Uiargot and Dcrck Aadrers.

Dear DJ.gby,

I enclose rlth this lett* ny nrrltc-upn of JohD
Pollar dcnonstratlon at Noverber Pottcrer Day at
Tring. I bope 1t Is not too J.ong, o! too short,
but JuEt rlght !

The Dqy was vctlr enjciyablc, a [lcrly varlcd pro-
grarmc rith so nuch to lutercet and absorb. Dlat
anJrone clse find the dcnors ront on Just a littIs
too loni4? By ak o. clock I falt I could not tatr
at\ynorc in ald having to lcavc to reJoln ry fanlly,
nisecd the qucstl,on scseioa, yblch ras tlieappolut-
1n8. Neverthclegs a epJ.cndid dqy, Bball looI
forward to the next onc, alal thanks to aIl thosc
who organlsed and oadc it poeslblc.

Yours alncerely,

Audrcy Andrers.

65 Back Street '
Ashwc11,

Nr.  Baldock'
He r t  s .



PE NDTEY OPE N DAY 1981

CONTg{TS

1. COLIN PEIRSON - The personal view fron the pen of
Arthur 3a11.

2. CHARr.rs FORSTffi - tn appreciation of a hunble
Fgtte! by ltlargaret Oodschalk.

:
,. NEIL IONS - Rdtt Kannacrs concj.se review of

another superb i-ndiridual. styIe.

4. JOEII POLIEX - A description by Audrey Andrews of
the innaculate style of a potter working in the
Early &rglish Slipwere tradition.

On rc went aad surprise, surpriae, the pot was
Eechanical,ly centreali in fact I could see no reasoD
r\r  a head stock shoulal  not  be f l t tcd to tbe whccl
to be used as nl1llng Dachj.ne, partj.cularly as thc
clay is ccntrcd nalnost ttryn and the wheeL nnevcr
rotateE faster  thaa a k ick whecl t r .  Most  cssent ia l
Colin sald, is to get lid of fl.nger Earks as rarly
as poesible and for thls reason he prefcrs to rork
wlth rlbs and such thlrgs; finger narks nave bccornc
sJmoDyrrous rvith hanal-craftcd potE (and that alother
long word) - I rca1ly didnrt understand that blt
because I would haye thought tbat the only sal toproduce flnger narks ras rlth tools cal1c'd "fingers"and to get  r ld of  thea you used f l .et  cut t lng tools.

Horeycr, ribs alc good for raising textureE and by
looking vcry carcfu]ly you car se; two nll.ghts,l
conirg together at an anglc - I atldDrt unalcrstand
JfaJ Uft elthe!, so you can aec f an not rca11y th?
b19kr 

!o be rrltlng to you about a highly j-ntelligcnt
srd tlfted nan.

trhen thc pot was throwD to about g' in allalcter and
lon ta l l  (and looklng,  I  tbought,  a r lghi-ncss)
Col in to ld us there is  a poia i  a i  whic i  he is'rbrutaln ln orocr to get dcliberate ntear rnarka,,.

rrlbe_ rlarger at thls polnt is that the pot wlU
robble ' r  we vcrc to ld:  wi th a k l tchetr  Lnl fe held at
an odd angle to the siale aad noving erraticaly up
to the top ful order to rgct a apontaneou" torn cAge"
gad !e1ag surc to watch for the ilDanger of overvork-
ing thc edgcr ' ,  i t  Gccned ccr ta in t f rJpot loufa wol i fe,
and l t  t l ld ,  but ,  that  rag part  of  Col inrs searcb
for  ' rperfect ionn tbrough r feel  and ant lc lpat ionr.

You w111, by now bavc gathered that I was flDdin€
dlfflculty in appreciailng the t:.nar points of rtorrr
cdges[ .

Wltb aa bowgone now, I saw a chink of light and
lcarrrecl tbat Colin had spcnt a long time In .Iapaa
Eaklng pots and nect ing pot ters;  i t  carc ,s a
surplise to ne to knor that he starteal to laake torn
edged pots ia 1971; ten yeals is  a long t i .oe rrhen
your nind is conccntratecl on tbc produltlon of af,{r_
thing which 1s special to you and from whicb you must
carn a living; the two pots ColiD has on cxbibltloDj.n the V & t nust glve hlm great plcasurc, they arc
ccrtainly unlque and Look sc1l in the showcase.

Wrltin€ tbls l.tter to you nakea loc wish f bad under_
stood rather bet ter  the ear ly stages of  h la lecturc,
because I now rcalLzc l--learaed a great aeaf; tUfngs
like when makj.rg ttwfugs, thc varlois fayers arc
placed ln opposLng dircetione to preveni rarpfng "grog
l?:- l ! "  

pouer. to s l tp-past  tnc toot  qui te easl Iy eo
r:.rtre water 1s necdedft I thought grog ras for rcaringyour flagers out.

I eball be more carcful about bcir€ charoed into
taking aotcs by Valeric Ln futurc.

Yours s incerely,

Arthur

Dcar Dlgby,

1[5r day at Pcndlcy Ls pecial to me and 1s as greatly
autlclpated as 47 chiLdhoocl Sunilay school treat to
ClectborpeE.

It allal not occu! to ne at the tiEe Valerl.e rrotc
asklng 1f I sould nake a report on Colin Pearsoars
telk that it would doeinate ry thinking for 2 months.

To bc qul,te frer:k I dldntt know Colin pcarson fron
the Empcror of Chine aad so, as aa intcreste<l Gul1tt
Menber,  I  agreed to take a fes notcs for  you"
Nerslct tcr .

Nor it so bappcns that I enJoy rcadlng your editorial
notcs, partlcularly when you arc over a barrcl aad
sholt of copy.

Shortagc of copy on Colin peeraon is what you havc
nor; I aE wrltiDg to you confcsslng my inablli.ty to
col leot  ny thoughts on Col inrs denonstrat ion.

For a star t  he waE aooD into rords I  d idnrt  undcr-
stand; nDldactic[ he sald, long worals arc fine for
cdl torF rho have a C.S.E. 1n Engl . ish but  I  Lcf t
scboo),'very early knowing only, thcrc is, thcre arc,
there ree,  thcre rere,  [ .H.E.R.E; rh lch doce not
quallfy ne for rorda like nDldactict.

If by chancc you hacl a propcr potter listening to
Colln Peargon be would not have nacle a note; nhes
a bad backil - of what interegt 1s tbat to arvbody
but Colin Peargon and Ee - I rondered how he was
going to wcdge c lay wi th a back problen;  ia thc event,
_as lbay aay, he vcry rarcly wedges o! kncada clay,
and-a1ra;rs stands up to tlo the Jobe or so tre sal-<li
atril rbatrs norc he tolcl us that hc rag not a rspecal
k lng" i  rc l l ,  he wouldnrt  be i f  he always stood up
to do 1t ,  woulal  he.

N.xt ca.ros thc bat flxing - a 1 cB thick bat flring
ls rhat Coliu uses; (hor thick ls that?) l't atlatnrt
prevcnt the bat Junpiag off tbough and thats thc eort
of thing rhich happens to cxpcrts; happiJ.y.

Wc alrcad3r kner that Colin does not kncad or redge
his c lay;  perhaps because be uses H.V. AR Bal l  c lay
with 1ot6 of grog, anil thc naa said thet goort grog
lE cllfflcult to conc by anti hc has to search arouad
fo r  i t .

Noq lt occurs to Ee tbat scarchLng for good grog ls
a lifctiaes work 1a ltself and nust be a verT
cxpcnsivc busincse; t hopc ite worth the troublc
(Hor do you tclI good grog fron sllght\r lnferior
stuff, d.arc I ask?)



Jobn lo l1ex Sl ipware Decorat ion

lhe s l ides wi th whicb John Pol1ex began bis denon-
strat ion showed us the inspirat ion for  h is part ic-

uLar f ie ld of  pot tery.  i te sew the Ear ly Bngl ish
Sl ipwarc dishcs by Ralph and Thomas Tof t  in the
Stoke-on-Trent  huseun and were to ld that  though
Ihonas lof t  l ike maay other fanous ar t is ts d ied l -n
poverty h is p lates were aow vcry va)-uable.

Johnrs plates developed f rom th is sty le wi th p ict -
ures of playing card kings, suns and lions to
bunorous Royal  Wedding and seaside postcart l  p latcs.
Unfortunately the slides wcrc in the wrong way round.
and the punchl ines were lost  on us!

Sone of  the plates i l lustrated were dj -splayed a.oongst
his other wares for  sale.  The warm brown of  the body
aad the glossy honey glaze over the whi te s l ip nade
a refreshing change frorn the rather col.d, clry text-
urcs of  stoneware aad porcela in so much in evidcncc
these d.ays.  Hj-s teapots,  nugs and plant  holders '
inc luding the soal l  feathered shal low dis l ie6 were
qui .ck ly sold,  and the large plates wi th japanese

la-,lies j.n painted e-nd sgraffito slip much adni.red.

The throwing of  an 18!+ plate,  using about 2OLb of
clay was accompanied by arccdotes which had us alL
Iaughing and awake in splte of the soporific effect
of  tbe winc and good food at  lunch t imet John uscs
Medcol  red c lay wi tbout  aqy addi . t ions and s l ips
containing the sarre bocly ancl proportions of china
and whi te bal l  c lay wl th oxictes for  colour.  (Ehe
cobal t  oxide ln thc rcc ipe produces a grecn wi th the
honey g\aze.)  He impressed on us the neccssl ty for
comprcssing the c lay in. thc base of  the platc to
avoid splittlng on drying, testing the depth, about

3/4", wLIb a pin a.nci ribbing tha sufacc snootb. A
t ip he gavc,  was to groove the narrow edgc of  the
rins so tbat tbe glaae would gather in it and not
leave a alry ealge. Although he normally leaves the
plate a day,  be decorated th is one intrcdiatc ly wi th
t r a i l cd  wh i t e  s l i p  'PENDLEY 1981  D .C .P .C" ,  oak
leaves around the rin atfd a clowned lion's head witb
sl ip t ra i lcd nane and wbiskers on top of  the black
sl ip which bad beca poured in the c.ntrc.  The dots
of  whi te around the edge pickcd up the bighl ights.
This p late was later  to be the unexpected 4t} ]  pr lzc
j.n tbe raffle. We then 6aw how John dips al3tl slip
t ra i ls  r t rugs,  a a ieep foot  nel ing i t  easier  not  to
flnger mark the wa!e. He recommentled the Fulhan
slip trailers, bciag pIiabl-e with short tozzl-ee.

John finisbcai bis denonstratlon by trailing antl
feathering two previously tbrown dishes. The back-
ground. pourecl slip ls medium thinr tbe fcathering
slip thicker. For narbling the slip should be thi.n.
He uses a pj .n stroked across the sufsce of  the
tra i led s l ip to f i fcatberrr  i t .

THEATRE

At the end of  the denonstrat ion John generously
passed  h i s  no tes  w i t h  g l aze  and  s l i p  r ec i pes  t o  t hc
aud. ience,  but  for  those who had no chance to copy
then they are gj .ven below.

Ihe lody 1s bisque f i red at  98OoC and. g lazed at
11OO"C  Coae  02 .

Sl ips Black

Boaly I lb

Felsp 1 lb

Ball-
Clay

Cobal t
0xide

Glaze 11OOoC Cone 02

Lead sesquin s i l icate
China clay
Felspar
Flint
Whiting
Red I ron

Spangles

S H ' P S

APPR.OVE'I> OLb tsULL

DE\/eLoPMd.T SCHeMe

I t 4 P 3 E S S I  o N  e Y

J I L L  a R R o ! , , /

Green White Brown

3 l b  3 l b  1 0 @

2 1 b  2 1 b

-  7 1 b  7 1 b  -  7 1 b

50 gn

Wbite
trail j-ng

C h i n o

; ; : : : *  8 o z  7 I b  7 l b  -  7 r buray

Mang I oz

i ; ;" 1* Ib

AlJ.  e l ips s j -eved twicc througb 120 mesh. Above
aaounts nake about 2 ga1ls.

Spangles are not  s leved wi th nain batcb.

S l U D I O  S T A C E

o .  o

1 . 4
.500
.800
.?ro
'15o

.2ro

AvaiLable 1n NEft/ AR!
COMPIEX wl th fu l l  aduin.
support .

Sales out let  e i ther r i i rect  or  through adjo l : r ing
gaI1ery.  ferms on Eonthly tenancy at  noi inal  ratc
o f  C11 . lO  pa r  v reck  cx .  r a tes .  pe rn i ss l on  f o r  k11 r l
Sranted.  Also avai lable 3 arcade shops ( f ron
Oct ober )  .

Furtbcr  part iculars f ron 01d Bu11 Gal lery,  Barnct ,r {er ts.  on 449 OO48 or contact  }an Edward.-s d i rect
368 86j4.

Borrtr Carhe Asodolbn \ \
68lf€hslrcetBm{l|erb \

@,4 tth.llfY & ARI CE {IRE
ol4,{90(X8

T b e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  b u l l d i n g  t h e  n e w  t t . r t r J \ -
b ( : g r n s  o n  3 1 s t  O c t o b e r  t o  b e ' c o m D l e t e d  b y  

- \

OTO BUU ERUERI'

!L4)46Jrc?'/
c? lL> '

t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  1 9 8 3 .



eharlcs For.qLel.

Chal1es bcgan his lecture 1n, perhaps, a too hunble
aad personal way. We soon rcallscd that hc rss far
f ron the bcginner be profcssed to be.  Hls n lnetcen
jrcars tceching cxperlence had obyiously fed hln
wlth kuowledge, arareness and thc nccd to nor put
1t into practise in a threc dinensional ray. Onc
EuEt thi,nk, talk and act an<l tcachers cannot oftca
fu1f i l  the act ion.  Hls n lnetcen years arc c losc
behlnd hie skilI. H1s pupila too. A bantlicappcd
chli6 first tbouAbt hov to uEc sieved claJ' to top
a tree trunk.

Char les ins istct i  that  hc bad not  bed t inc to'analyse 
bis ',rork but hc has lcarned tbe rianger of

adopt ing a method ar ld st ick lag to i t  j .nstead of  re-
tblnking it. Hc finds hc caJr iurprovc bis rork a:lal
tetluce his labour and tinc by using coloureti claye
and clcar glazing lris nodcls. Maybe thrn his work
is always being aaalysecl by hin.

We were dclightcd to learn that he haal sharctl our
pleasure watching Hilary Brocts, another redundant
t ' racher,  and glacl  that  he darcd to nake his f l rs t
ttam and then go aheaal without looking back.

Wc lcarnt that Charles uses liloila aDC a dcr
Chocolate Clay but  be t l idat t  ta lk mucb about h lg
ki ln apart  f rom te l l lng us that  be f l res to 118O.
He kecps his nodels unt ler  c lear p last lc  dones wl . th
black bases obtaineal fron tj.taas fron Foulsham,
-i{orf olk.

It was gratlfying to learn that PottcrT Quarterly
had helped bim to obtaln h is e lgbt  ycar contract
to oake two hundred noclels of transport and
frustrating not to know whlch fim wil-l be
celebrating their centcnary in 1988. IIc bas conp-
leted for ty f ive so far .  He uses old Victor laa
pictures to re-capturc tbe f l rs t  t rams and carg
and bicycles ald people in b ls three dj ,oensional
ar t  and seems to br ing the past  back to l i fe th is
i lay.  Ihus he nales col lectorg piecrs,  aad pot
boi lers l ikc t rees,  and pr iv ics.  Whcn be was l i t t le
hc v is i ted.  an uncle who owncd a porcela in pr lvy.
I t  hed two coloured boys,  ona s i t t ing,  oac peeping,
Pr iv j .es scl l  re l l  and al tbough hc bas tenplatcs for
bj.s buildj.ngs ros, he always puts an orlginal pcrson
lnside.  Maybc,  too,  he j .s  beginning to throw; sonc-
one must.  throw the dishes in which be bui lds h ls
water gardens and houses.

Cbar les ls  part icular ly  interested ln t lansport  f loB
thc First  Wor ld l {ar .  He also makes nodels,  that
work,  of  c locks.  Insic ie are hidden l i t t le  Borrowels.
llny little girls hunched. up and hidtten inslde thc

back.  I {e a lso gets j ,nspirat i .n f ron his shop i !  a
Derbyshire v i ]1ager o lC and neglected by the

-i-r--vio-us 
owner it is ful-l of ldeas.

Char les f -e1s tha. t  the pot ter  and the sculptor

erper icent  and whenever they neet  wi tb succees

industr f ,  copies,  nass produces and Ls 8!atefu l  that

the studio pot tcr  has sof tcned up the narkct  so

re1t. iie is aware that his art is his own personal

eecapisn but  i f  l t  provides bin wi th a L1ving,  g ivee

bin personal  sat is fact ion and glcat  p leasulc to

customers,  who could ask for  nore.  Maybe we shoul t l

a1I abanCon taaching and extcnd our life span aa'l
'escape into the wor ld of  c lay and inaglnat ion '

Tbankyou Char les Folster .

NEIT IONS.

Nci l  1g onc of  a smal1,  select  nuober of  pot ters

who conbine tbeir  great  expert ise ln ceramj-cE wl th

a lovc and undcrstanct lng of  music,  e j . thel  in conceptt

such aa El izabcth Fl i tsch o!  in norc pract lcal  ways

such ac Brlan Ncsrnanrs druas.

Hc told us tbat be flret became lnterestcd 1a uaklng

ouslcal iast:rumcnte i'a clay 6fter secing soE? brokcn
plcces of  Mayaa f lutes ia tbc Sr i t lsh Euscuo.

lhc elnplest thlng he makcs ia an ocariaa. Ihc worcl

dcr ivcg f ron tbc lat ia for  rgooscn bccausc of  i t ts

Ehap.,  notr  I  bastea to adal '  because of  the sound

lt nakcs. lbe sbape is ovoicl and 1s aade by JolnJ.ng
tro pFss-moulded shapes togethcr wi th s l ip longi tud-
inalty rith eorlething of a ridlge at tbe ioin to

faci l i tatc tbe blowing act lon.

ilff:' 
-@---- Bl0rlng Horc'

It 18 a priraitlve lnstruncnt rith a very llnltctl
rangc of sound. the cl'ay usea! for all the work is

a 5O/5O nir ture of  rcd arrd St .  Tbomasr rh l tc .  I

havc useai this ral'xture oany tiEes nyself for various

tbiags a^ad fintt lt very good to ha-ndle and a p1ea3-

ant  colour ln oxidat lon.  Nei l  f i res to 1C80 -  1100

cent. ,  but  I  have f i rcct  th is body to 1260 qul tc

succc8sful fy .  The th lckness of  c lay shoul i l  be about

3/16n and the holes cut straight dota' not et an
rng1e. the finger holes are ln the body of thc

ocarina conveni.ently situated for the fingers aJxd

their  e izes adJusted for  tuning.

Thc Eore sophl,stLcatcal lnstrruEents hc brought witb
bl,ra rcrc in bird ancl flsh shapcs and alao singlc

anal tlouble flutcE. Th6sc e!. all bcautifully
dccorated ia coloured sLips whlch arc burrrlshed at
tbc lcathcr-hard stage' anal slllcone ra.red after

firing and stlLl waro froo the klla. Ne1I showctl

us how he could play tben and' tune thcn brfore

flring, after wbich th€y are a scai tone hi8her'

It was quitc obvlous tbat Sreat 8k111 was neede'l in

tbc maklng of  the Eouth plcccs of  the f lutes '  thc

prj.nclptes of wbich coulal be found ln books on

r" f , f tg-ba.nboo f lutcs.  He passed round an unf i led

oouthpiece for  us to 8ec.  thc bi rd wbist lcs were

equally finely aad expcrtly made and it was a

dcl lgbt  to bcar thc sof t ,  r rwoodJr '  sound produced

when he playcd then Nei l  said tbat  nusic ians of ten

buy his work,  end that  shouldnrt  surpr ise anybody!

I  ras green wi th envJrr  as I  an sure many-others werct

of  tbe lucky winner of  tbe lovely Brent  Ooose wbist le '

RUTIT KARNAC

STOP PRESS

Artbur Ball bas aor collcctcd thc clay
sa.oplcs ordclad at thc clay cvening.
t r i l t  tbose vho ordered tbc c lay please

coatact Artbur at the nert Eeetll]8.

Margaret  Godschalk



BOOK R E UIEWS STAN ROMER
SELF-SUFFICIENT POTTERY' by Judy Cunningban-Snitb

anil lriolli.e Herbertl U.9r. Davitl ancl Cbarlcs.

I rcad thls book carcful\r with nixccl feelinge. It

is  not  a professlonal  pot terrs book.  I t  is  rea11y
a book of persoaal experienccs by Mother anal
Daughtcr rorking together naking potterT by bantl.
None of the work produccd noulcl appcar to bc
rprofcssionalr. But probably this is the rcal Yaluc
of the wbolc work. It soultl ePpcar that tbe book
Is ent l re ly or ientated to would-bc studentst  ani l  i f
it ls succcssful 1n introduciug this aaleirablc cratt
to manJr peop),c 1t will bc thus highly succ?ssful.
I hacl the fecling, toor that it is nalnly a book
for cbllclren, although thc authors tcach '16-18 ycar-
o1de. I fu11y concur nthat pottcrXr should be a
pleasure ' ,  (ehouldnt t  nost  th ings?) a:rd tbat  tbe
creator should havc the say over his work as rcgeralB
cr i t lc lsn -  tb is '  of  courser ie tbe 19a-pl6fession-
alism in thc book - in ltsclf no bad thing.

Ihcrr are nany photographs, no colours at this pricct
of cyerv kj.nd of hand-bu11t clay vork' - anal theac
erc all atlequately explained ln the tert' iacluding
adaptations of prinitivc metb.oals used over sevcral
parts of the worl,tl. Ihe chapter on tlecoratlon(DverE
all the roethotis but I thlnk norc time could bavc
becn gpent on showing exanples from lifer sincc tbcrc
arc so naqlr wonderful natural dcsigus otl Aflicart
South Amerlcen etc.  rpr in l t iver  pot tery.

TMODELLING ?HB FIcUiiE IN CLAYT, A Sculptorrs Ouide
to Ana.tory. Bruno Lucchesi antl Margit Malnsrroln.
Pl tman Publ ishing I td.  198O. 144pp. Caseal .  e9.95.

This is  the th i rd of  the cxccl lent  books by thcsc
authora.

I,uccheEl is an Itallan in Anerlca, a loaster
sculptor, a teacher, a:ld soneona who real1y cnjoys
sculptlng and oodelling. lfla1nstroo, also a eculptor,
is  an edi tor ,  wrLter  and tcachcr.  She shor6 by thc
nuoerous pbotographs in the book that she ls a highly
gcconplishcd pbotographcr; anal tbue brlngs out tbc
best  cf fect  in lucchesirs sork.

For a studcnt sculptor of arly dcgrcc lt nay bc con-
siilerecl that to stualy anatony nalr bccoroc rather a
alull cbore, antl poesibly a number of would-be
sculptors havc been tlctcncd by this thought. Yet
herein lies the stlength of this publj.catj-on. After
showlng pictureB of nanJr nodels - examp]-es to strlvc
for, thc readcr is letl through a long and fascinating
series of pbotographs beginnlng with siEple at'|oature3
(there ie an explanation on the firlDg of arrnaturcd
moclels) and tlaverEing through each arratoeical Eta€c
of the huoan body. fhe skeleton is nodelled - aad
a diagran points out.the [a!tes. lhen the musclce
are atlded and named, followed by adding clay for the
tlcposits of fatty tissuc to tliffcrentiatc thc
lndivldual figure. A clay skin covers the muEclca
and fatty tissue and is carcfully pulled togcthcr
with a brush (wet and dry) to finallzc the dellcacy
or rougbnesE of the curves and surfaces of the bodgr.
Tbe halr is atlded in coj.Ls anal gentl,y .coEbcdr into
shapc.

A1l these sequcnces are wcl1 photographed ln consid-
erable cletall *lth an cxplautory text. Obviously a
sculptor would. not work through all these to Eoalc1
a figurc - but the authors ih givine this gleat
detail cLearly shoo the proportions and shapee of
the var ious bod3r sect ions.

lhis volune is the aearest thirA to an instructo!
prcecnt in the classroon, and oae that dan be calletl
upon conti.nuously. It should enable the beginner to
!0ake works of quality, and the aore expericnceil
nodeLler to iEprove stantlarcls narkeclly. So lt is at
tbe one tine both a basj.c antl ail.vanced manual, antl
a rnustr for the determinetl sculptor.

the chaptcrs on bu6h, sardust and wood klln firing
are vGrTr i.ntereeting, and a lot of tliagrans belp to
6bow how the updraught klln oa!. bc naalc rlth etifrfurd
houEc brickE. But I think the cb€.pter on thc
ruakeshlftr gas klln ahould havc becn oElttcd. C81I
nc tcrtra cauti.ousf 1f you llke, but I cannot conilonr
the word rilalccshlftr with Gas firlng. Now rc arc
bcginnlng to enter the rcaln of thc profcssional aad
I think thet it is too much to expcct stuclcnt-bcgin-
!l6rs to attcnpt to nake a thoroughly reliable gae
kila - espcc1ally so if it ls rMakeshiftr. Sl.niler1Jr,
I thltlk the chapter on connercial kllns lhould hav6
been onlttetl. It rould appear that thc authors havc
Ilttle experiencc of any but one ffuu_of kLln nakczE-
(as given ln the inadcquate l is t  of :s_gppl iers)  ani t
shoulal bave spcnt EorG tlme on techniquc aual alccor-
ation a6 prevlously Dentioneal.

Qulte corrcctl-Jr thcy state that studcnts eb6ulal bc
cacouragcd to loaal and unload kl.lns, ard it is plcae-
ing to Dote that thJ.s ls one of thc fcr books tbat
actually cnu.neratea the nctbotls arld plccuations for
so tloing. Thc various appcnallrcs at th. cncl of thc
book are uscful, exccpt in that Britleb PotterXr antl
KlLn Suppl.iera arc far nore numerous than tbe I1s
.woulal heve ua proEuEc. But clonrt tbink thie is aot e
useful book - it ls a nost Lntercsting ard lnfottuatiyc
book tlcscribirg the actual experleaccs of gcvcrel
pottcrs of guite some atanaling - and I thJnL Lt Ls
cspccially useful to the young begirncr.

nON ?O![ERY AND PORCEIAII{F, Xary Rogerc, 1|.2gp.,
Alpbabooks,  1979, 86.5O.

Uantrr people have ratched Martrr Rogcrs atuling thc
exccllcnt T.V. progrannc scrl.es rThc Craft of thc
Pottcrr .  Bcr succcsr in producrng tbe qui te re l l -
known haacl-naile porcclain vcsgcls appca?s to bayc
pronptcil hcr to wrltc this book. Antl tbe book Ls
Just  ae intercst ing as the [ .V.  programc. A baelc
srsrcneaB of natural for:o, ehe statcs, gtcne frou
halatbulldl.g pottew. lnil thie ls tbc ncEaegc ln
the book - tbe natural order of cncrgcnt llfc,
blosaonlag grorth and tlccaylng illninisbneat. Shc
cxplains hov thcee fo::me cen crcatc inprcssloaa ia
the ulntl - aad bow to producc bceuti'ful for-aa ln
polcclala fron thcsc createil inprcsaione.

Tbe oaqt excellent photoglaphs, a fer a.!r tn guitle
colour, show quitc clcarly thc rondcrful cffcctg
produccd bJr cereful naalpuLation of the BtoaeralG
arrd porcc).aJ.n bodieE. f,hilst nuch of tbc text Ls
givca over to acsthctLc dcscriptioa, nr,ny proccasrs
arc adequatcly <lctalled, arlal orlc rhole cbapter
dclvcE iato thc hlstorXr of haDd bullcling, csp.ciallJr
by African ronca, sbowing naagr of tbc tlccoratlvc
not l fs  usld to conplctc the vessGls.

As re1l ag of naqJr porcel,aln forns macle by the
euthor, thcrc arc plcturcs of other artlstsr rork
sboelng thc variation 1n crcatcil inpresaloae.

Ihis le not nercly anothcr pottcr,lr book, but a
unl.quc orasplc of pcrsoaal inpreeelonien us{ng thc
rnedLum of banit-bui1t clay foros.

A rorct or trto nust bring to notG thc plcaeaat ilcefua
of the book; thc layout iB clca!, thc tcxt easily
readablc anct the pbotograpbs taken to thclr best
aalvaata€c. The captlons for thcec plctures, hof,cycrt
arc in rather snall tJrpc, presulably so not to
tlctract fron thc photographs.

After rcading tbis book, lf thcrc le argr potter' or
other, witbout plenty of idcas - tbey ncver 1111
havc argr. A nost useful publlcatlon.

./-,^\



FORTHGOMIl{GEVEl{TS
1. HAIiDIES Ai;D SIU'TS

A 3c&onstration aad Lecture by Danny Killick
at Northcburch Social Centre, Berkhaurstctl on
Frlalay, 19tb March 1982.

Danny Killlck has been s.ssocisted with the Guild
fron our earliest tlaye. A pottcal biograp\r appeals
in Nersl -et ter  No.2,  a publ icat ion of  no lese tha!
5 pages.  Issuc No.2 ls  Vintage Stuf f  though. I t
dlcl contaln a flecting lf distlaiaful rcferencc to
your prcBent Eallto!. This was in thosc heatty old
days durtu€ the wi.ntcr ot 74/75 rhen wc were talking
abou! a mcnbcrship talget of 1OO0 nenbers. Ah! such
ilreang I 1

It ras a cold danp Frj.day night in Fcbruary t75

rhen rc first sar DanDJr denonstrate his spouta.
Thcre ras no heatlng in that old echool house at
UentEorc. Even so the gathering was a bappy one
and augucd wcll for the ncwly forred Guild. !o
gl,vc those sho tere not therc a taste I quotc an
cxtract  f roE thc wr i tc-up in Nerslet tcr  3.

trtherc raa a good deal of oovlng about, f,1tb
qucstiona, attsrclsi antl informcd conment bandicd
about. Eut bcfore the creeping cold of DannJrrs
ancient Bcbool housc totally paralysed us, rc nade
a ala8h for the Iocel pub aDaI took thc nost nccessar.lr
of renedlcs, alchotrol. Thcrc the chat continueal but
tllstiactly loualcr, perhaps less inforvred and certain-
1y less inhlb l tcal  unt i l  the loanagemcnt turncd us out . t i

A ycar 1atcr, aloost to the night, Dan4y was involvctl
a1on6 vlth turray Flelcihouse, Mildrcd Slatter, Mikc
Hart\r ancl Dlggery Kenpton in a handlc naklng <lcmon-
stlatlo[ at Chorleywood Arts Ccntle. Slnce then hc
baE appcercd at Lecturcs and dcnonstratlons fron
tine to tiue offerlng uEeful tips or disagreelng rith
l{urlay.

Ihe 1a.6t opportuDitJr rc had of watching and li.stenlug
to Danntrr ras at Pitstonc in 1979. Ihat was yhcn xc
rcnt  s lx nonths wi thout  a NewElet ter  because of  lack
of ncopytr. 0t1 tha.t occaaion Danny denonstrateal
n1ltl naking end flttlngd.

For thosc rho ol,ssetl thc SpoutB end thc Hantllce bcfore
and for those of us who wish to see Denny onc€ noto
ln action nor ls the Chance. Northchurch Social
Centre is one of our oo:re comfortable venuea. A11
thG norc rcaEon for comingl

DE@RATION TECHNIQUE DEIUONSTRATION AND SLIDES BY
SUZI CREE

et!  Pot ten End Vi l . lage HaU
on: Frictay 16th APriI 1982

Suzi Cree wlll be ilenonstrating her technl'que of

sllp trailed and sgraffito alecorateal earthentarc.
In adt t i t ion shc wi l l  show sl ides of  sonc of  hcr
favourite pieces of hlstorlcal sllpwarc from Europc

and Korea, vhich she finds an unfalllng sourcc of
insplrat ion.

A potteal blograp\r of Suzirs carcc? rcailE llkc a
catalogue of fatoous naoes. One migbt bc forglvcn
for  th lnking Suzi  col lcctcd Potters ae re lL as pota.

She bcgan wolklng ln cley under thQ cagle cyc of
Oeoff Eastop at Fawley Pottery' 8cnlcy. Following

the trail Suzi tben attcndetl Harrm on thc coursc
cstablisheal by Mlck Casson artd V1c ilargrlc. thie

raE followed by a year aPprenticcd to one of her

tutors,  none othcr than Col in Pearson.

Suzlrs f i rs t  workshop was a roon rcntc i l  f ron Peter

Dick at  Coxwold PotterJt .  The t ra l f  thcn 1ca' ls  to

Korca and Japan where she stualled at fllsthanalt
tradltlonal kilne and techniqucs especlally
Sgraffito. llcr prcsent torkshop rag cstablishecl
three years ago at Folly Gl.lI U111 noar llarrogate.

Now lea<ling an cxtlcmely fu1l life Suzi also
lecturas part - t lEe'  ls  an act lve C.P.A. counci l
nenbdt, is converting the ni1l and raising a young

family.

I,cst anlr query wlly euch a talcntccl potter should
hldc aray ln the wllds of North Yorkshlre - be
rarned - tbat ls thc natlve heath of your Etlltor.
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PRE-COIUIiBIAN POIIERY

trbat do you know of the culturee of tbe Prc-Colunbian
Central American countrLce datlng from about 1 1OO BC?

rf lhat  a lo the names t la1i lco,  01mec, Zapotec,  Totonac,
leoti-baucan, aad Colina nean to Jrou?

Perhaps the mention of Aztec, Maya antl Toltec yould

clucidate eomewhat. But a real unalcrstanding of
tbese people,  their  custoara and bel iefs,  tbc i r  dai ly
J.ives, can be found in their intrigufug, alecoratlvc
pottery, painting and architccturc.

Iost  of  us would wisb to be able to exper iencG just
once in e llfetlr,e tbc chancc to gct aray fron our
usual surroundlngs aaal travel balfraylou4di the worltl
to see,  ln their  orn habl tat ,  thesc works of  ar t ,
to talk and mirgle wlth some of tbe peoplc (who havc
cbangeat so llttle 1n al1 these ycars) and consequcnt-
Iy to untlerstanil with feellng what thcse pcople
expericnced when they produced ttrelr hanilicraftc.

Wcl1, the chancc w111 cooe to all of us ln April
Dext  yeer (1983) to do ju6t  that ,  becuasc the
Assoclation for Cultural Exchange at Canbridge has
arranged a comprehensivcly guialcd tour lasting tbrec
rcckE which starts fron Yucataa, in ffexico, rigbt
tbrough to ilexico Clty, takin€ 1n tbe oajority of
archaeolo6lcal  and pot te lxr  s i t .s .  This tour 1111
bc rPot tcry or ientatedr should suf f lc ient  tpot ters l
j  o in.

lhe organising Sccretaty (bclow) has a 1ot of lnfor-
aat ion on the subject  and is  wi1J. in6 also to g lvc a
ta lk to intcrested gloups.  The guide,  Profcssor
Iaa A Lowson, l la  (Oxon),  wi l l  bc lectur ing on
Saturdays in July, ti,is year, to thosc who arc
int  erested.

0ivcn the premiee that many of us have not had a
holfulay for years - and that a charge by 'conmercial

t ravel  a€enci€sr  would Lndeed be astrononical  -  a
firn estinate of E1OOO covering the whole tour for
the three wecks (from London and back hone again)
is rcmarkably good. Anal you trave ovcr a ycar to
save up for it !

Purther iafornation frora: - Ruth Benthall,
7 Elcanor CtesceDt,
u l l l  Hi11,  r ,oNDoN, N.t .?
Telephonc (o1) 959 0124.

STUDYTOURS
AND COURSES

198J

ASSOCIATION FOR CULTUML EXCHANGE
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Price: €75 g.n.O

lnternal : 12 ins. high, 12 ins. widc, l5 ins, deep.

External : 44 ins. high, 24 ins. wide, 26 ins. deep.

Capacity : 2160 cu. ins. Weight : 2| cwt.

3| kw. 14 amps. 240 volts. A.C. Single Phase.

Pharc' P,nsH lr/
9rf i .sAtrt (zezy

H.T. 3X sPR

f

6 .
t ,
;
f
F

t

' 
fi!-50

W
M
l$"t  tb" r  l t '

2.lq c.{ Fr
t f,V lSda'C

Woflrruq 0d3D€(
t
E loo o.it.o.

Phrne ?. flS HLEy
li :.- "llbsnr LZ12 +
l l -

. *


