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EDITORIS COLUMN

Dear Readere,

Not very long ago I wae bemoaning that I had not received
enough reporte of paat evente and associated material to publieh
a Neweletter. Now I have too many for one Neweletter. Not to
worryl this means that you wil l  not have eo long to wait for the
next Newsletter which wil l  camy the Pendley reporte.

The laet Newsletter (eeeme long ago) carried emong other
thinge an article on the Ruth Karnac and June Sarene Lectures
at Harpenden. Thie wae written for ua by Vanesea I'laller.
Unfortunately, eomehow or other it was attributed to enother of
our regular writerE. I have apologized in pereon to Vaneesa
and do Bo noh, in print - Borry VaneEgs.

In thie column I have commented befora on thc redoubtable
efforte of your Committee in arranging the various eventg of tha
Guild ealendar. I have often thought thet if only you could aee
the way a project develope end the associated haeale, you would
appreciate your Committee ell the more. How interesting it would
be to make a film of the Committee in session, five people trlking
at once and the Chairman frantical ly trying to restore order.
People with an artistic temperament are naturally difficult
to control - not me, I haeten to add, I am very well behaved.
Although I cannot provide you with a f i lm, you can obtain some
idea of the efforte involved in gett ing an event I 'off the groundrl
by reading Ray Phippsr art icle in the "Potters Digeatrr.

It seeme etrange not having Ray Phippe as Cheirman. Fiva
years ie a long time and we had got, used to the eitustion. l'rlhet
a sterling job Ray has done for us. We eertainly owe hlm e vote
of thanke. 0ther changes have alEo happened. Murray Fieldhouee
has become our Preeident and relinquished the post of Secretery -
a very ueeful change, and, of couree, our Treasurer for eo many
years, Tony PleeEner, after quietly and calmly keeping our f inancea
etraight, is etepping down. What a task though to fol low in the
footeteps of al l  three. So I wiEh good luck to the new incumbente.

DIGBY
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PAST EVENTS

rrlf you are not eure how you feel sbout Raku come along and find outt'
said the Neweletter. So Bill and I followed the black emoke etreeking
down the lane end arrived Bomewhet appreheneively at our Eecond Guild
rneting, being very much aware of our amateur statuE at whet appearcd
to be a gathering of experts. However, the caeual ffiendlineee and
willingnees to ehare experiences (ag well ae homebrew) made us soon
feel part of i t  e11.

Having unloaded our late fence for firewood and three meaely littlE
earthenware poter which were kindly but firmly rejected as unsuitable
(the appropriate body being stoneware v,,ith 259640?6 Bend, grogg or brick)
we wer6 sent into the workEhop to watch other peoplete pots through the
stages of decorsting, glazing and f ir ing. 5me11 bowle of cobelt,
eopper and manganeEe oxideE were etanding ready, eEch with its own
brueh, together with varioua enamels which, unlike the oxidee, had
to be put on top of glaze to prevent them disappearing into the cley
body. I wae amazed to see how much variety could be obtained ueing
only four glazee (black, white opaque, lead, and turquoiee).

From the workshop the glazed pote were cerried outside and put on and
around the ki ln to dry. The ki ln was made largely of brick with eome
cement slabe at the bottom and consisted of a three course ashpit,
three course firebox, four course chamber and a 24 x 1k brick chimney.
No mortar had been used and there was no baffle bosrd. Flames went
from the firebox into the chamber snd back over the pote and up the
chimney, which was at the f irebox end. Very l i t t le emoke eacaped
between the bricks forming the walle yet the inside could be inspected
through tho cracke. To pack the kiln three bricke were removed from
the side of the chamber (asbestoe glovee were h,orn) and the pote put
in with long tonges or, by experte, with a ehovel and.an angled metal
rod. Then the bricks were replaced projecting sl ighly for eaee of
removal. Stoking the f ire looked a euitably unskil led job for
beginnere but turned out not to be. Firetly, no stoking while the
kiln is being packed ie allowed. This not only wastee energy, but
more importantly showers the packera with hot eparks. Secondly,
trying to make up for lost t ime by f i l l ing the f irebox with good,
large chunke of wood ueually chokee the fire and deleya thinge
further. The right way, we gathered, ie to feed the f ire more
or leEs continuoualy with small sl i there of wood, keeping up a good,
steady heat without producing masees of black smoke.

Firing takee ebout half an hour - more at lunchtime or when everybody
is watching the final eet at V'limbledon on T.V. During firing there
was much talk of |tthe glaze moving nicelyrr and rrsun ehining on icefl
when the pots were ready to come out. ThiE really is a magic moment.
The glazeE look smooth end bri l l iant with eharp contraste end often
quite different from the f inal result.

Near.the ki ln were three. buckets of cold water and two sawdust bine
wit,h l ids. Some pots were pul st,raight into the bins for reductiont
then with tnuch hiEaing and steaming transferred t,o the buckete and

-2 -
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PAST EVENTS

RAKU FIRING (contd, )

finally scrubbed under the tap. This produced the moet gotgeous
variety of colours, often with metsl l ic lustre end bri l l iant tur-
quoise glaze on matt black Raku body. Other pote were given
speeial treatment for a crackle finieh. Theee pote were ellowed
to cool sl ightly on a elab before being sprinkled with eewduet.
If the pot was too hot, the sswduet burst into flamee; if the
clinking of contracting glaze was heerd more sawdust was eprinkled
on the pots before proceeding to the bin, bucket and ecrub routinc.

Some superb crackly pots were produced as well as some vary flamboy-
ant onee with lote of enamel, coppereheen and all eorte of coloure -
sadly, l ikE fairy gold, most of this excess ig Eaid td dieappear
overnight. Some pota had a rather interegting bliatered look and
expert opinion was divided as to the cauee which could have been
overf ir ing or underf ir ing. Some of them were reglazed with leed
gLaze and fired again, which made them even more intereeting.

Altogether it wae a memorable day snd we ehall certainly try to heve
some Raku pots ready for next time.

Many thanke to Mildred Slatter for her hospitality and patience, end
to everybody elee for answering our fool queetions.

MIMI TUPPER

Unfortunately, I did not get to the Fred 0lsen lecture and I have not
received a full write up. However, Stan Romer handed the following
cryptic notes to me at a recent Committee Meeting. When I aeked him
if he had written the notee and if he was going to do a full report,
he beceme rather furtive and waved vaguely in the direction of Ray
Phipps. Strange people these Committee membere! ! - hence I do not
know yet who is the Author. Neverthelese, the noteE are of intereet
so we wil l  publieh.

DIGBY

It t 'wae not I |  - Ray Phippe

FBED OLSEN'S WOOD-FIRED KILN GLAZE FIRINGS.

Cone 10 is reached in two hourEl at 5000 ft.  alt i tude.

Uee emall pieeee of wood, large pieces cause choking.

Generally - 4? houre firing - no pote broken
no special grog or glazea

Daniel Rhodee geid -]igpgggill{.

700oF (lZ0oc) reached within few minutes.

, i
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PAST EVENTS

2.  FRED OLSEN (cont ,d . )

The fireboxes are 25oi ovetsLze - thus more air goes to the kiln -
at gll timee. There ie !g closing down.

Kiln

The lo_w_e_g_t_ qualitv inaulating brick can be used. About 200 Ere
needed for the kiln.

Fireboxes (two) are 5 ehape, fed from oppoeite aidee and ere
covered with ki ln ehelvee.

The kiln is dswndraught.

Chamber about 27't \ 45tt.

l'letal frame welded (or boLted).

Chimney - sswer pipea wrapped with metal wire or casing.

Wooden arch frame support covered in f lexiboard or (trEneite?).

Featheredge (tapered eide) bricks are used with etraights in retio
o f iF : l e t r a i gh t .

No mortar.
I

Front bricks are numberad.

Pyrometer is needed to tell that stoking is correct.

The metal gretes (in fireboxeE) are pul}ed out at the end of the
firino - oi they would melt (if plugged shut). 

-

The back firebox etarted first and at 700oF (r70o0) the eecond fire-
box is started. Then they sre fed alternately.

Quicker for reduction, slower for oxidation.

The ki ln cools quickly becauee damper is OPEN.

-4 -



CAMBRIDGE POT CRAWL

PAST EVENTS-

5ffitgzs

The Dacorum & Chiltern Pottere Guild 'Pot Crawl 1979 | sterted when a
group of Potty People left Dacorum College just as the Bun wEs clear-
ing the early morning mists of Hemel. It promieed to be a day of
sheer eblf indulgence. It wae lovely to be with people of similar
tastes, epeeking the eame language, snd to have the luxury of a day
together, After picking up other members, we made our way gcroeB
country, paesed freshly harvested f ielde, towErds the small vi l lage
of Abington, where David Lane has eetablished,tTie Abington Pottery.

David made us all most welcome and of neceseity we divided into groupe
es he l i teral ly doee pot in the proverbial rchicken house t, complete
with resident kittene. The others h,ere able to meander through the
well spaced ehowrooms. It wae a rather splendid set up, pert of a
15th century houee is used for an attrsctively presented diepley of
country crafts - even the apace under the stairE haE been pine ehelved
and l i t  to make a dieplay area. Upstaira, a display of Clive Davis'e
work included a eelection of his fascinating landecape platee - decep-
t ively simple. There were various out,houses and even a ceraven in the
grounds converted into ehowrooma for the display of wood, leather, toys,
weaving macDamer etc., as well as a eelection of locally made pottery.
It was a pleasure to wender through the lush green garden exploring
the nooks'and erannies f i l led witf i  such an astortmeit of talent.
When we were al l  eatisf ied with our rambling, we were able to refresh
ourselves with the delicioue homemade cakes and coffee in David te new
Coffee Room. .

Not only doee David sell from hie ehowroom, he also has a etall at
Cambridge Msrket on hlednesdays and Thursdays, He firee his pottery
usually to about 122O in En electric kiln, taking approximately 16- 
houre to reach final temperature, once a week.

The main houee ie a listed building, owned by the Cambridge Cottage
Improvement Society. 0riginally a medieval vi l lage meeting hall ,
it was exteneively reetored in 1964 when David eEtablished Abington
Pottery Centre end Craft Shop.

JILL l.lOOD

Pot crawling by coach ie one of the most pleasurable exercises.

Early on Sunday the 7th October, in sunny somnolence b,e sped towarde
Cambridgeshire via Hemel Hempstead, Dunstable and Hitchin, collecting
pottere and friends at vErioug embarkation points.

First stop wae at Little Abington, a village full of olde-worlde
charm and the home of David Lane who, although he has survived the
early struggling year6, eti l l  pots in an ancient chicken houee!

With much architectural addition and Eubtraction, David hae converted
an attraetive 15th century houee into a centre for local craftamen.
The showrooms ovErflow into the garden in groupings of evergreens,
shrubs and flowers and though essentially a selling gallery, buying

t .
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PAST EVENTS

CAMBRIDGE POT CRAl,lL (contd.)

is not obligatory and one may wander at will examining and eppre-
eiating the pottery, woodwork, psintings and leatherwork snd toyE.
It is in fact a col lection of anything suff iciently unueual or
decorative to be of note, thus ensuring contraet,s in ehapes and
textureS, al l  interesting and beautiful.

Refreshments were available next door in rustically eimple teE roomB.

Our next stop wae Cambiidge, and lunch. A memorable picnic luneh on
the lawns of The Backe - the river idling between tree-sheded banks
and under bridges. Punte f loating by, mallard and teal squabbling
over ctrumbs t,hrown to them - and brilliant sunshine over all.

Two orclock - we hurried through Kings College to the Fitzwil l iam
lfuseum with ite world famoua wealth of marble statuaryr moEaica and
friezes, and ita fsbulous collection of Europeanr English End Chinese
cerantics. We could cheerfully have apent houre there, it certainly
is worth a lot of t ime and more than one viewing. Butr for uet
tempus wes al l  too quickly fugit ing, snd at three-thirty we continued
our journey north-eastwarde through vi l lages that eti l l  preaerve aome
thing of the atmoaphere and erchitectural beguty of earl ier centurieat
and through Ely, ite magnificent Norman cathedral domineting the
countryside.

Four miles east of the city we were warmly welcomed by Derek and
Margot Andrews of Prickwil low Pottery.

Here is genuine achievement. Their workshope aDe converted ehede and
stables whieh at one time housed a fen-land horse-drawn coal round.
ThesE two young, enterprising echool teacherE with t 'good luckr good
health and much enthusiasmrr - I quote DErek - have proved that studio
potting can be commercially viable, and though totally geared t,o
marketing, which could be reEtrict ive, their products ere never dull .

Their preeentation el ipware plates, 6 la Thomae Toft, are epecial
commissioned designe, really dist inctive and very attractive, and
their dolle heads and body kite with period costumes are very
popular with gir ls of al l  ages.

Tea was served in the workshop and while some enthusiagts talked
techniques and technicali t iesr othere eat in the garden end gazed
at the desolatE expanee of f lat fen land that surrounde the vi l laget
or wandered down to the eanal with its colourful houee-boatE.

Almost six orclock, the sun set gloriously and mists gathered over
the marshea es we waved goodbye and |tthank yourt to the Andrewe and
settled down in blieeful lethargy as the coach bore uE homeward.

Twelve houre of activity, intereet and enjoyment. The general verdict
was enthuEiastic

Dear Plannero, may wE have many more euch expedit ione.

-6 -
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PAST EVENTS

JANE HAMLYNTS DEM0NSTRATION at the A.G.M.

After the serious bueinegs of the A.G.M. electione ceme a etimulating
and informative demonstration given by Jane Hamlyn on a vsrietion of
the theme of a knob-and-all pot.

To enable ue to eee and understand the proees6, Jane brought with her
pots in every atage of making. Shs demonstrated throwing the required
cylinder ehape, col lared in and sealed at the apex. She then preeeed
the knob down and with a metal kidney emoothed the top and eidee. She
then pressed s wooden tool into the side of the pot. The top part of
the enclosed pot formed the lid. Separating the tid from the baee wap
undertaken on another leather hard pot. She enchored the pot on a
damp wheelhead and put E pin in at en upward angle at the top of the
groove. She made the rim on the pot t idy and placed the l id upside
down on the baee levelling the rim and Emoothing the top of the lid.
She then threw gallery to f i t  thE l id. The l id wae replaced and the
top end baee were turned together. The whole process looked decep-
t ive ly  e imple.

Finished pote were paesed round ehowing the reeults of once fired ealt
glazing using paper reeiet based on a ftree theme r. Jsne ehowed us
how ehe decorated her lide which ehe hgd already glazed ineide, with
cut out treeE and equiggly bite of paper. From these different compo-
sit ione were aehieved. White sl ip was then uEed to cover the paper,
which was al lowed to dry before putt ing on a eticky circle for the moon.
Next  came the g laz ing.  Using three g lazes only ,  a 'Shinorr  eee rPot tery

Quarterlyr fot information on thie, a blue and graen glaze, plus the al l
important elip trailer, ehe squirted away happily and competently. Sun-
plus glaze was wiped off snd any area misEed by the squirting wae filled
in with a diffErent glaze. The lid was then put back on the wheel and
using the nozzle on the slip trailer Ehe piped a frame around the edge
of the lid to finiEh thE decoretion. I{hen dry, the paper wee removed
and the box waE finiehed.

Jane made the whole operation look l ike chi ldrs play. During the
whole performance ghe kept up a running commentary and generoualy
gave endleee tips, one of which was to have e husband who although
a painter wss more importantly a potter rs mate who did the mundane
jobs. A delightful couple who enjoyed their l i fe.

RECIPES

hIHITE SLIP 50 parte CHINA CLAY

50 I I  S.M.D.  BALL CLAY

SHINO 10

4

t l

l l

NEPHELINE 5YENITE

A.T.  BALL CLAY
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BOOK REVIEW5

Van Nostrand Reinhold Co. Ltd. 120 pp

i11.35 hardback €6.80 paperback

0n the front of the duet jacket of this book is illuatrated a remark-
able photograph of pots and jugs during a f ir ing in En electr ic ki ln.
This picture typifies the whole measage of the work inside the book.
Having already written booke on Raku and Primit,ive Pottery the author
turns to the subject of f ir ing in electr ic ki lns, a subject in need
of greater explanation, although much modern ware iE fired in thia
type of  k i ln .

Hence everything in the book pertains to the electr ic ki ln, this latter
forming the whole of the firet chapter, where much good advice is given
on the conetruction and firing of the kilne. The characteristice of
various clays in differing physical states makee the second chapter,
which is fol lowed by a descript ion on experimenting with loeal clays,
their suitsbi l i ty for the work required, f ir ing quali t ies, shrinkage,
and other quali t ies.

Having dealt with clays, the next aubject ie the effect of an electr ic
ki ln f ir ing on gJ,azee; and this leadE into the experimentation with
g lazes.

The text ie writ ten clearly and well printed. The photographe in the
main are fairly clear and explanatory, although some tend to be rather
dark and I cannot aee a wire pin holding an element, in position ae is
stated in the caption on page 21. Whera neceesary good clear colour
photographs are ueed and with excellent effect. At the end of the
book, just before the bibl iography and good index, there ie an appendix
giving the range of 0rton Cone temperature equivalent in both oC and oF,
this being an American book, but what E pity it is that the electrical
input eource is referred to earl iEr mainly as 117V, and the tempersture
always in oFl I t  is t ime that al l  the American publisherE, who wiah
to sel l  to Brit ish and othEr pottere, realised that we have 240V input
electr icity and work in oC. Alternative meaeuremente ehould have been
given also. Similarly, the euppliere l ist is al l  American, eome of
these having U.K. addresses, but which are not givsn,

There ie, howevet, a lot of uEeful information given in thie book,
although the coet of the paperback vereion ehows better value than
that of the hardback, which doeE geem to be rather expeneive.

5. R. ROMER

I IPOTTERY FORMII
E:iT?iiET-FfiEiee
Pitman Publiehing Ltd., 1978 244pp lof t t  ;  7 ' t 87.95

a pottery (or
How many studentst
pot?rr There are

A teacher should be able to tell the progrees made by
any) student by the queetione asked by that etudent.
for instance, have aeked rrWhat shape shall I make this

2.
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BOOK REVIEI'IS

2. TIPOTTERY F0RMrt (eontd.)

infinite numbers of ehapee or forms to a pot, model or eculpture, or
any three dinensional object, ord often the preciee euitabte ehepe
may elude t,he student.

This book eete out to help the Etudent to anewer his own queetion by
studying the forms of neture all around him. The Euthor r.jriteE thai
although being the baEic book of hig trilogy (with I'Clay and Glazeert,
and |tKilnstt) thiE one was written laEt bacauea he needed the extra
experienceg in the craft in order to gather the full knowledge of
the subject.

And this ie s baeic book on pottery. The whole rsngo is given of
techniquae-from prepering thL clay to decorating the-pot. 

- 
simpte

descriptive proceaee€ are explained and plenty of Ufatk and white
photographs together with drawinge eccompany the deecriptione. The
whole framework of the aubject ii centred around the rformr of the
potr which, efter all, ie thE eEeence of pottery. Every type of
pottery form, axtent or extinct, ie mentioned, whether fbr iirnctionel
use ot decoration or both.

It seems that the last chaptEr (No. 29, to ehow the range of the book)
carries the reeder to the aecendEnt, rfPottery and the Persontt. Pottery
lg personal and, as the author writes, - r 'pottery-making, then, is
ehaping of material, a postulation of form, an actualizit ion of dreema -rl
and - rHowever modeet, the pot can be the authentic image of the potter.rl

This is a basic rHow-to-do-itr book for ALL pottery etudente (and
teachers) - it iE algo a 'why (for want of a better Engtieh word)-
to-do-itr book. It ehould be onE of the firEt books in every
potter ts l ibrary.

5.  R. ROMER

]:IqULDED AND sLIp CA5T p0TTERy AND CERAMICS''
Dy uavro uowley

B. T. BatEford Ltd. 120pp €5.50

This is a elearly set out book with many good black and white photo-
graphs and line drawinge cnd e few colour plates. The examplee of
work shown heve been made by atudents to show what resultE can be
aehieved from intereeted workmanehip.

ThE book ie divided into two main sectionsi pregg moulded ceramice,
and slip caet ceramice. The reader ie taken in eome detail through
each stage beginning with one piece moulds, in plaeter and biscuit,
to partial moulding and two or three piece mourde. Two pageg, how-
evetrr are given to a brief description in worde and illuEtratione for
making multiple piece plaeter mouldE, with the edvice that these are
complicated high quality operatione.

The author, who is a eenior college lecturer in ceramics, hae worked
through with etudente all the various procegses and consequentry hae
written clEar and simple inEtructionE for the reader. The many good

t .
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BOOK REVIErI,S

t. "MOULDED AND SLIP CAST P0TTERY AND CERAMICS!' (eontd.)

examplee of Etudente I work oot only well illuEtrete the techniquee
employed but also can act aE stimuli for the readEr tE own ceramie
ideae and creatione.

There are one or two errors or omissione, namely, Lowndes ie mieepelt
(page 118)r Hamison Meyer does not have a conjunction, and tPottery
Quarterlyrr Northfields Studio, Tring, Herts, ehould have been inclu-
ded under Magazinee (page 129). More important ia thE omisEion of
an index. Deepite the many ehort; well-headed chapters with
occasional eub-heedinge En index would gtill be highly deeirable
for eaey trefergnce,

But the book doee explain quite auccinctly the techniguee of moulding
and elip caeting, and the interested etudent will find it extremely
ueeful and rewarding. At todayre prices it ie not expensive,

S. R. ROMER

- 10 -



POTTERS AND PLACES

Elsewhere in thie iesue you will read about our pot crawl to Cambridge
and how Everyone waa so friendly. None were more so then Margot and Derek
Andrews who welcomed uE with e warm display of hoepitality. They even came
outside and waved goodbye to ue Es we drove off in the coach. hle waved
back |tjust like schoolchildren off on a holiday jauntt' Ea eonfttonE remarked.
It left us with e eort of warm, jolly feeling which eet tlie Eeal on a very
pleasant day.

Whilst broweing around the pottery I came acroee E leaflet which the
Andrewe havE had printed. The leEflet is t'About Prickwillow Potteryt' in
their own wordg end I publieh it here for the benefit of those who mieeed
the opportunity of meeting this charming couple and to colnmsmorste thst
rrwerm, jol ly feel ingt ' .

DIGBY

ABOUT PRICKWILLOl.l POTTERY

MARGOT & DEREK ANDREWS

We started the pottery Ln 1975 having both spent 20 years as teacherE in vari-
ous schoole end colleges. Ws wantEd to make a workshop which would provide
the opportunity for creative ideas to be realised in E commercially viable
situation. The workshops v',ere converted from EhedE End Etablee which at one
time housed g fenlEnd horee-drewn coal round.

0ur aim ie to be ae vereatile as possible, rather than to specialise too much.
Even our rmass producedr art,icleo are in only small quentities. We provide
a service in producing eingle or ehort run items for customers with special
requiremente. Although this work tends to be expensive we find there iE a
need for lt. We try to be vereatile in our methodE and materiale. Slip-
casting, jolleyingr hand-throwing and building are all used according to the
requiremente of the job. Most of our pots are Etoneware, which meane that
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POTTERS AND PLACES-

PRICKWILL0V{ POTTERY (contd.)

the temperature of the kiln reaches 1 26OoC - a white heEt - which not only
melts the glaze but also fueEe particles in the clay body. Thia renders
it non-porouE. Thie ie the type of warE moet favoured by etudio pottere.
It derives from the pottery of the Far Eeet which hae hsd Euch e etrong
influence on English pottere Eince tea was brought from ChinE. The sqme
influence brought about the refinemEnt of techniquee in eerthenware at
which Staffordshire potters excelled and which led to the eEtebliEhment
of the great factories of Wedgwood End many others. English bone china
was invented to imitate the Chinese poreelain.

Being country potters we are aleo inspired by the work of the Staffordehire
potters preceding the industrialisation of pottery. Our elip-treiled platee
for special occaEionE are, frankly, imitations of the large exuberant platee
made by such potterE aE Thomae Toft in the 17th century. However, thie is
the 20th century and we do not pretend to be like the country potters who
mainly fulf i l lEd a loeal need for ugeful uteneils. The factoriee now pro-
vide us with pottery that ie cheap, functional, sometimee well designed but
impersonal. Our pottery hes the mark of
materials, and it ie important that we do
in a highly mechenieed world.

Materials

in direct contect with hie
lose eight of theee qualitiee

man
not

!lSJ. Nearly all our clay comee from pite and minee in Devon, mainly ball
cLay blended with other claye such as china clay, f ireclay, etc. Some we
obtain already mixed and plastic. The rest we make up from powder which
is eheaper to tranaport. Local clays are too impure and inconsigtent for
our kind of pottery.

Glazes. For earthenware we use commercially produced glazee. Most of our
ET6-neware gLazee are made up from baeic materiels, china clay, etc. We
also use wood or vegatable ash in eome of our glazeg.

Our earthenware ie fired to 1120oC in the electric kiln. The etoneware is
fired to 126OoC in the gas kiln. The advantage of the gee kiln is that the
intake of air into thE atmoephere of the kiln can bE controlled and the
colours of etoneware glazee ean thereby be Enhanced. As we have only
bottled gae availeble, our coete for this firing are much higher than
average.

ggSgletigq. We prefer our pota to rely on the natural variations of eurface
EhAt arlee from our methods - throwing marks, glaza effecte, texture of clayt
etc. for intereet rather than applied deeoration. However, colour from
metal oxide euch eE iron, cobal.t, menganeee and copper iE eometimee brushed
or trAltred.on. ThiE ie donE Et different etagee according to the effect
required. The el ipware platee, for instance, are coated with a thin layer
of dark sl ip before they dry, and then the design ig trai led on. After the
first firing, metal oxidee can be brushed or rubbed on, over or under the
gLaze coating. We do not usually use more than a few eimple brush strokes.

Oecasionally we use enamels. Theee are painted on top of the fired glaze
and fired again at about g00o0. The colours can be brighter snd more
easily controlled, and etrong red is more posEible. The features of the
dollrs head are done in this way.
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POTTERS AND PLACES

PRICK|'JILLOW POTTERY (contd. )

Equipment

l,{heels. The electric pottery wheelE are modern, having 4 h.p. D.C. motorq
with electronic epeed control. PreciEe control and elow epeede with power
are essential.

The Jio and Jollev. Oure ie an old machine made up of eepareta anciEnt
parts. The baee has mortice and tenon joints in caEt iron. The lever
arm operatee with delicate firmnese.

.9]gggg. A modern machine ueed to make dry or plaetic clay lnto a smooth
sl ip for sl ip caeting.

Douohmixer. Used until recently to make bread in BaeEingbourn. We now
use it  to mix our own clay from powdered ball  cley

&.Si!!. Clay of varied coneietency or colour goee into the top hatch, is
mixed by rotating bladee, and extruded aE E aausege of fair ly even consiet-
encyo I'le etill have to kneed the clay before using it for throwing.

Elec_tric l(!}g. The large kiln usee 22 k.w. and can only be uged on off

Gas Kiln. Burne Propene from aight large cyl indera, with eight in reaerve.
The flameg from four burnere enter at the eides, directed to the top of the
kiln. A flue at the bottom pulle them down through the ware to the chimney
at the back.

MARGOT & DEREK ANDRET'r,S

52 MEin Street, Prickwil. low, Cembe. CB7 4UN

Tel .  Pr ickwi l low 316

(4 mi leE eagt  of  E ly ,  Cambe.)
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LETTERS

Telephone t 92-21638
9 Grange Road,
Bushey,
Watford, Herts.
WDz zLF

Dear Readere,

Aftef much agonizing, I hsve decided at leEt that I mueL change to e
lower firing temperature. Apart from coneideretion of energy conaervation,
the wear and tEar and expense of kiln repeirs snd electricity coets have
final ly deeided me.

l,lhy the delay? ltlhy the agony? WeIl, whet do I actually g|9 with my
preeent glazee which fire to 128Oo?

There are ten bine of asgorted Eizee from 4 pint to duetbin size of
l iquid slurp. Apart from how to diepose of the contente (snd I would l ike
to keep a few for occaeional high firing) I need the containere for the new
glazes.

Is there any way that one could rrconvertrr exieting mixed glaze Eccu-
rately to a new recipe? It muet surely be impoeeibl,e.

I intend in future to f ire to 12000-12200. Any ideae welcome.

Yours hopefully,
RUTH KARNAC

--o0o--

t rCranfordtr ,

Haeelbury Plucknett t
Nr. Crewkerne,
Somereet.

Dear Tony,

I am eorry that I have not written aooner to cancel my membership of
the rrChil tern Pottersrr. Moving day came euddenly upon me, having epent
many nronths planning it, it seemed to gather momentum at the laet moment.
We were roof high in tea cheetE and packing casee and we have only not,l un-
wrapped thE writ ing materials along with the tea strainer and t in opener.

I shall  mies the "Chiltern Potterefr fr iendly faces and the intereeting
meetinge which heve been very helpful and etimulating. I don't know whether
there ie anything of that eort down here. frle ere not fsr from David Eeles
at Mosterton, David LeEch at Muchelney, and Vic Margrie I think is at Hook.

I have a place to pot and, provided it  doesn't col lapse, a place for
a ki ln, and cantt wait t t i l  I  can get my hands on Bome clay, but there is
quite a lot to do before that - none of the curteine f i t  or the furniture
e i the r .

Could you please circulate my address. f ' le would be delighted to see
you and any of the pottery people if they or you Ere in the direction at any
time. It  is very 6asy to f ind - so do please come.
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:FORTHq0MING EVENTS

1. LECTURE by Vic Bryant

0n : Wedneeday, 28th November 1979
At r rrThe Goatrrl 5opwe11 Lane, 5t. AlbenE
T i re :  8 .00  p .m.

Vip will talk about glazee and bring with him on6 thousand
recipee, all of which work.

2. CHRISTMAS PARTY

0n r Friday, 7th Decembet 1979
At l Manor House Sporte & Social Centre, Abbote Langley
T ime l  8 .00  p .m.

rrEntertainment of a truly rate naturerf
illfusic at moderate pitchtt

)^ l"i3l,ii':lffiT:*:,-,31"ii3.0"33,il';fflTll:":::'*+;"1:'
wi l l  be a bar .

3, FILM EVENING

Planned for Fridey, 25th January 7980, with s Devid Leach
film.

Further detsile in next Newsletter.

4. A. PRACTICAL EVENING
'

Planned for Fabruary 1980. FUll audience perticipetion
under tha expert guidance of Siddiq El'Nigoumi.

Further dEtsile in next Neweletter.
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1 .

POTTERS DIGEST

_cHlcxENs, e00K5

An unlikely combination and little to do
Our 1979 Pot Crawl linked all three in e
the Cambridge countryside.

with pote or potters? Not go I
glorious Eunehine drawl scroBa

The planning of these trips is always fraught with craggy peaks of
diff iculty. Timel there is never enough, even when one etartE four
months eerlier. 50 it was that a wet day one weak into my holiday
in Switzerland found me writing to three potterel potential proepecte
for our 1979 Pot Crawl. The lettere were at leeat s month late for
comfort. In the month following our decieion to visit the Cambridge
eree the pureuing of daily grind had swamped any good intention to
write before I went on holiday. What happened if they all eaid no?
0r, worse, i f  they el l  eaid yee?

The original plan worked out with Murray in May wae to visit Cambridge
taking in some of the countryeide, making time to vieit the Fitzwilliam
mu6eum, a pivotal point.

A telephone chat with onE of Murrayre many contacte turned up three
pot tere:

Maroot and Derek Andrews at Prickwillow Pottery, about 15 miles
north of Cambridge at Prickwil low, E vi l lage in the fene near Ely.

David Lane at Little Abington Pottery in a village of thet name,
about 10 miles Eouth of Cambridge.

John Gayer Anderson in Cambridge iteelf.

Added to thie wge the poeeibi l i ty of viait ing Kett les Yard.

Clearly there waa more than enough material for e vieit. Juet ag
obviously there waE too much to do in one day.

For one reason and another, Kettles Yard had dropped off the posei-
bi l i t ies by the end of June. Three potters were too many to visit
in one day, especially if we were to keep the ildateft with the museum.
The collection of English sl ipware, the Korean pote and the blue ware
being among the baet in the country, prompted u6 to believe we should
keep thie in. Moreovetl the centre of Cambridge ia a good place for
lunch.

A week before my holiday, information leaked through to me that the
Fitzwil l iam had ceaeed to open on Sundays. A quick phone call  Eoon
put that doubt to reet, but alEo revealed t,hat the museum only opened
alternate halvee on Sunday afternoon. V,lhatrs more, the day selectad
by the Committee for the vieit end already circulated wee a Inon-potr
day for the museum. Frantic work by my secretary (who runs the Guild!)
and the print room and the date wae Ehifted Lo the 7th 0ctober. 0.K.
for the bue company and a welcome three weekg extra time for me.

funong the heaps of lettere on thE mat awaiting our return from holiday
were one each from Prickwil low and Litt le Abington. Bingol an idesl
plan - coach to Li.t t le Abington, coffee, Cambridge, Ely and home. As
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1 .

POTTERS DIGEST

CHICKENS. B00KS AND B0AT.S (contd. )

it turned out, John Gayer Aoderson would have been happy to have uel
but our holidaye were such thet we did not link up until the middle
of September. l'le will Eee him on another occaEion.

New information wae poeted to members together with a welter of other
information on thiE and that, including an even bigger project than
the Pot Crawl - PENDLEY.

Now comee what ie always tho worst bit. How many wilL come? &85
had been expended on the coach end for Guild finances that is a lot
of money. Somehow, and I em no exception, few of us book until s
fortnight before the event, or Bo it eeeme, then a flood and suddenly
we can breathe a eigh of relief. Breakeven coEbs ere covered End e
emall but welcome profit for the fundE ig in proepect.

AU thet wae now needed waa good westher and even that workedr butr I
confege, without my organieationl What elee happened on the viEit -
others wil l  tel l .

RAY PHIPPS

2. DAVID LANEIS POTTERY WHEEL

During our vieit to the Little Abington Pottery, Stan Romer snd myeelf
quLzzed David about the technicel deteils of his wheel. David very
kindly pulled hie wheel apart to show ue the ilinnardg'r and very impree-
sive they wetre. Certainly David appreciatee hiE wheel.

Such a nice chap is David that when he hed finiehed ehowing the crowd
around he ruehed off end dug into his erchivee to find the technicel
specification of hie wheel for the benefit of those people who were
interested. He aleo dug out the name end addresE of the peopls who
sell  the wheel, which is:

Arthur Wall ie,
Luton Barton Houeet
Payhembury,
Nr. Honitont
5.  Devon.

The wheel specification ie ae folLows r

Operatinq Features

DIGBY

1. Conetant power at al l  apeede.
between 18 and 240 t.p.m.

I'lheel epeed infinitely variable

2, Large fibre glaee tray for capacity throwing. 12't x 24tt x 24tt,
Easily removable.

3. Comforteble eeat, quickly removable (without tools) to al1ow the
operator to,atand free (useful when throwing large pote or tal l
vases) when required, at thE EamE time being able to control
speed of wheel.

-17  -



POTTERS DIGEST

2.  DAVID LANE'S P0TTERY I {HEEL (contd. )

0peratinq FeaturEE

4. l0 lbs. of clay may be ueed with the Snowhil l  Pottera Wheel.

5. 250 mm diameter wheel.

l'lechanicEl Featuree

1. Strong and robuEt eteel construction.

2. Al l  moving parte ere f i t ted with enti-fr ict ion ball  bearinga.

3, The wheel heed ig caet iron, giving a more even momentum at al l
speede.

4. The wheel hesd ie driven by a one-third h.p. electr ic motor
using two Vee Belte and epecial ly deeigned pulleye, giving
exceptionally emooth r iae and fal l  of revolution.

5. Motor speed is controlted by a printed circuit electronic panel,
which is easily acceeeible.

6. Tough enamel f inieh.

7, Electr ics 2OO/240 volts, using standard 13 amp I pin plug.

8. Safety switch buil t  into pedal. Machine etops when foot is
removed from pedal.

-  18  -
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POTTERS DIARY :  197911980

PAST EVENTS

Thureday, 1st Februery

Friday, 2)rd February

Wednesday, 28th March

Wedneeday, 18th Apri l

Friday, 25th May

Saturday, 7th July

Saturday, 14th July

Sunday, 15th July

Jul y/Auguet/Septembej

Tuesday, 2nd 0ctober

Sunday, 7th October

Friday, 19th October

Saturday, 3rd November

FIXTURES

Wedneeday, 28th November !

Friday, 7th DecEmber

1980 PROJECTED MEETINGS

Friday, 25th January

February

Telk on Kiln Building by Devid Bulne, at the
Community Centre, The Nap, Kinge Langley.

Pottery DemonEtration by Danny Killick, at
Pitstone Vil lage HEll.

Slide Show and Talke by Ruther Karnec End
June Sarene on their orientel trips, at
St. Nicholae School, Harpenden.

Lecture and Demonstration by Audrey Blackman
on Rolled Pottery Figures, at Boesard Hall,
Leighton Buzzgrd.

Lecture by Desmond Eyles on Pottery through-
out the Agea, at the Manor HouEe Sporte and
Social Centre, Abbots Langley.

Raku Firing at Mildred Slatter's Pottery,
Stoke Pogee.

Summer GErdEn Party at Digby Stottre.

PitEtonE Open Day, Pitstone Green Ferm.

Kiln Building with David Burns, at
Northfields Studio.

Lecture by Fred Oleen, at Pendley Manor.

Pot Crawl to Cambridge, vieiting Abington
Pottery, Prickwillow Pottery, and the
Fitzwil l iam Mueeum.

A.G.M. and demonetretion by Jane Hamlyn, at
St. LukEte Hall, Bricket Wood.

Pottere 0pen Day et Pendley Manor, with
Clive Dsvies, Mildred Slatter, Bennett
Cooper and Cherleg Stone.

Lecture on Glazea by Vic Bryant, at rrThe
Goatrr, Sopwell Lane, St. Albane : 9.00 p.m.

Christmas Party at Manor Houee Sporta and
Social Centre, Abbota Langley ! 8.00 p.m.

Film Evening.

Practicel Evening.
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The Guild is an eetablished organisation representing both full
time and part time potters within the Dacorum District and the
surrounding areas. The aims of the Guild are:-

(a) To promote increaeing awareness of the values of craft
pottery in the aree.

(b) To hold lectures, diecuesione, practical demonetrationE and
other activit iee to further object (a).

(c) To repreeent within the area the intereete of cfaft potters,
pottery teachers and their etudente, and to encourage the
eEtabliehment of serious part t ime vocational courees.

(d) To co-operate with other epecialised snd genereJ. crafts
organieatione to ensute that the need of the community for
l iving work ie not neglected by public lack of contsct with
crafts and craftsmen,

(e) To make a regular survey of all pottery ectivity in the area
and to iesue a report to membere, interested bodiee snd indi-
v idugls.

(f) To isgue a Neweletter of the activit ieE of the Cuila.

Membership is open to all persons with an int"r"$in pottery.
Payment of the current subseription entitles membere to a free
copy of the Newsletter and to other benefits. Further details
may be obtained from:

The Secretary, Dacorum and Chiltern Potters Guild,
ItTrade Windett, Bulbourne, Nr. Tring, Hetts.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Pleaee enrol m6 aE s member of the Dacorum and Chiltern Potters Guild
for thE 1979/19A0 seatson. I encloee a cheque/postal order in the sum
o f  

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

N a m g . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .

A d d r g g s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

P h o n g  N o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P r o f g g B i o n . . . . . . . . : . .  . . . . . . . .

The rates for membership are as follows : Student : f,2.00 (full time)

$ingle : t4.00
Family : t5.50

Detach this form and send with your remittance to:

The Treasurer, Dacorum and Chiltern Potters Guild,
WindemerE, 22 l4LLLfieldl Berkhamstedr HertfordEhire.

:____-__________::"_::_:_::_::-113i_:f'_::_:"_:_1"_::"_T_::1_:91T_T'_"_::_:::11
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