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EDITOR'5  COLUMN

Dear Readers,

I  apologise to  you a l l  for  the la te produet ion of  th is  ed i t ion.
It was to have incLuded detai ls of some events scheduLed for the 1st
and 2nd of  Ju ly .  Unfor tunate ly ,  due to  in f luences outs ide my contro l ,
we wiLL not  publ ish unt i l  ear ly  Ju ly .

My apologies a.Lso to the organisers of lhose events, which were lhe
"Pi ts tone 0pen Day"  and the "Hat f ieLd School  Craf t  & Country  Fai r " .  I
hope both were successfu.L events.

Whilst apologies are the order of the day, I must make suilable noi.ses
in the direction of Derek Tattersall  for gett ing his sketches mixed up.
Sorry  Derek,  and thank you for  the f ront  cover  sketch for  th is  ed i t ion.

Having rid myself of the sack-cJoth and ashes, I must mentlon thal
I have enjoyed a number of the events organised by your indefatigable
Committee. In part icular I enjoyed both the Henry Hammond Lecuture
and lhe "Bi.g Pot" CrawL. The latter wil f  be reporled in the next issue
of  the Newslet ter .

Pamela Edkins' report on the Henry Hammond Lecture refers to the
addit ional entertainment we al l  received at the hands of a " l ively
gent.Lemanrr in lhe audience. For those who were not aware, the "l ively
gentlemanfi was our very own Arthur Ball  who himself did the very enter-
talning write up of the Anita Hoy Lecture. Arthur - you wil l  always
be welcome at our lectures - especial ly i f  you wil l  do some more report ing.

There are three items in this issue which I wish to single out for
speciaL ment ion. .  The f i rs t  is  the.A.G.M* which I  hope you wi l l  aL l  make
every endeavour to attend. Second is the Pendley Conference which I
p tesume wiL l  be wel l  a t tended as i t  deserves to  be.  Last ,  but  not  least ,
f draw your attention to the section entit led "Potty People" where we
usually give"a write-up of i .nteresting potters. This t ime you.lre a.Ll
Lhere. The general idea is that you can see who l ives locaL to yourself
and thus make contact for such things as sharing transport to venues,
discussing local faci l i t ies, etc. I t  is up to you - who knows where
it may ai.l end?

W[i]st on the vein of names and addresses, what about this one -
the Guild has a member by the name of Mary Hart, but unfortunately we
have losL her address so we cannot send her a copy of the Newsletter.
This must. be remedied. Would any member who knows Mary please ask
her to wrj. te to Tony Plessner To Mary, (when you eventually
geL your copy of this NewsLet,ter) please accept our humble apologies.

5o there you have i. t  - back to the saek-c1oth and ashes and let 's
get this edit ion to bed..

DIGBY
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PAST TVENTS

1  ,  P ITSTONE'S  MONDAY QUIZ

Was i !  the journey that  deterred you? 0r  perhaps you couLdn' t  leave
your gLowing f ire on such a wintry night? 0r maybe the thought of
discovering great gaps i.n your knowledge hlndered your presence?

From such an introductlon you would be right in assuming that Stan's
quiz night was not loo overcrowded ! In fact, even though there were
only a. dozen or so brave supporters, the evening was immense fun and
very va1uable, i .n that i t  offered opportunity for an informal dis-
cussion when comments and crit icisms couLd be directed at the Guild.

As for the quiz - a crossword lover or anagrammatical mind wouLd have
scored highly on lhe many conundrums posed by Stan -. and as for the
obscure terminology l ike t 'deeaLcomanial, 

"bail  handLe" and others
which I regrettably cannot recall  - oh Stan, where did you f ind them??
I couLd do with a. transcript of the proceedings to digest aL my
leisure -

The sl ides too were most interesting, though again I have some diff i-
culty in recall ing al l  the, precise nomenclature - what do you call
that slatted wooden mouLd used for makinq a wide bell ied vase? and
the rdragonfly'  that measuxes depth and width of pot? Did that
15th century potter Gypriano Picolpasso give any speciaL name to
his device for makJng screw necks and stoppers? Slides always
add another dimension to a meeting, so lhanks are due to both
Murray and Stan for the effort involved in collectj.ng and compiling
such a variety and weal.th of information, and for passing if  on in
such a 1ive1v manner ! !

P .A .

Z*  INSTANT PO.T CONTEST -  FR. IDAX,215[ ,APR,IL 1978

I must admit that the announcement of an ' inst,ant pot contestr in the
last Newsletter did fascinate me and I was determined not to miss the
evening at Chesham Communily Centre, Whitehil l .  The accessibi l i ty
of the Centre and the welcome glven by the Community Centre Committee
were heartening preludes to what was most certainly for me a delightful
evening.

0n arrival, the atmosphere of the haLl was conveyed to me by interested
humming voices and the sight of eircles of peopler,some gazing i.ntently
from the f loorr. some from mounted chairs, at what I discovered to be
' the people of  the evening ' .

By the t j .me we arrivedr. PauLine Ashley had a.Lready demonstrated her
'plunge pots'.  The success of this was very obvious on the faces
of  her  capt ive audience.  'P lunge pots ' is  a  name g iven lo  the
technique of makJ.ng pots by pressing a batten of wood or plastic
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PAST EVENTS

? . INSTANT POT C0NTEST - contd.

contalner into a block of clay. The walls of the pot can be thinned
by stroking and easing the clay upwards against the wooden,/plastic
former or by sl icing away surplus clay. Very direct and l ively pots
were made, in  lh is  way.

Ray Phipps very effectively demonstrated press t i1es. Thls activi ly
was progressing simultaneously wj.th Vanessa Taylor on the wheel. The
latter attracted a number of members from lhe locaJ. Art Society who
were present at. lhe meeting.

One of the highlights of the evening was Murray Fieldhouse producing
knee pots by lhe minute. These wete made from round f lat discs of
clay.. Murray was rival led by Stan Romer who attracted many to watch
his ski l l  in eLbow pot making. The ei.bow pots were made from smaLLer
flat discs which were Dressed on lo the elbow. Some of these oots
were joined together to make very attractive nests of pots.

3. LECTURE BY HENRY HAMMOND . DECORATION,- FRIDAY 5TH MAY 1978

"Decoration is the experience of the craftsman -
Experience depends on energy"

Henry Harmond started potting with Staite Murray in lhe thirties and so
has forty years of experience. This was evident Last Friday when he
discussed decorating - inspiratj.on, technique and philosphy were all
covered.

He is an able photographer and we were treated to a col. lection of sl ides,
beginning with the inspiratj .onal. These incLuded:-

Scenes of the Cornish coast - waVBS, locks, f ish;
grasses; trees; a dragonfly;

. the gardens. of 'stately homes; Stonehenge;

the Indian mountain range;

Japanese bott-Les; Staffordshire plates.

trForm. calls for- responsett

We then saw, on sLides, several, of Henry's beautj. ful ly decorated pots.
The wav,es, f ish" r lppl ing grasses, al l  became parL of these. The
designs were mostly painted on l ight glazes using a mixture of cobaLt
and iron chromate

0ver the years he has laken slides of pots he has admired, or found
interesting. This was an intr iguing collecl ion of surprising variety
and included:-

- .1  -



PAST EVENTS

3. LECTURE BY HENRY HAMMOND - contd.

A Kathleen Pleydell
oxlde was blown from
into the glaze

Two Sung vases which
1920 for  t15 each '

Eouverj.e vase with light glazei
a. spoon on t,o the side and fused

were bought by Ms Bouverie in

u

An inLaid medieval t i le with leaping deer design

From the Filzwil l iam museum, a black and yelIow
striped eat which looked l ike a peppermint humbug

A plate in French country ware, palnted in under-glaze
colours with a l ively cockerel and f loral design

A colLection of f lat Hamada dj.shes, decorated with
contrasting glazes poured from a spoon (he thought
these looked modern and abstract)

A Hamada jug which'seemed to be a cross between an
English medievaL jug and German salt glazed stoneware

An interestlng snippet of informatj.on emerged about Hamada.. Apparently
he acted as a sort.of antique dealer when in England and bought several
pieces. of furniture etc. which he sold in Japan to pay for further
t raveLs.

'rPottery decoratj.on is akj.n to ealligraphy. The best
call igraphers are not conscious of how letters are
formed. Good calligraphers write from the upper arm
nearest the heart.. ' l

(Henr.y Hammond quoted Hamada, from Bernard Leachrs
book on Hamada)

"Is there a quick way to learn to decorate?'r a. student asked. The
maestro replied that one should start doing exercises with the brush
as one woufd practise musicaL scaLes. "Everyone has to f ind their '
own way ' r 'he 'sa id.  r rYou should be moved by what  you decide to  decorate.
You. shouLd not consciously try to decorate or make a pot l ike a l ight
f i t t ing.rr Emphasising the point, and in conclusion, he quoted
Wordsworth's famous l ine: '

' rAnd so my heart with pleasuce f i l}s
And dances with the.daffodils"

The night was yet young. We were shown how to practise by making
brush strokes about 11" long, f irst ly a long row of them brushing
from left to r ight, then another row brushi.ng from right to J.eft;
a. further row brushing from top to bottom and a stil1 further row
from bottom to top. They looked l j .ke, rows of bones laid out by
some meliculous animal, a sl ight pressure being applied to the brush
at the start 'and f inish of the stroke. Members wilh brushes were
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PAST EVENTS

3. LECTURE BY HENRY HAMM0ND - contd.

encouf,aged to participate. CircLes. of varying widths were
practised, the variety of line obtained from the same Japanese
brush were amazing.

A lively gentLeman, who described himself as a student, brought a
large biscuit-flred dish (for' Heriry to decorate). After much banter
and amusement ttthe studentts" airn was accomplished and another member
of the Guild has a Henry Hammond decorated. pot in his collection.

PAMELA EDKINS

: - J  -
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BOOK REVIEWS

1 . ' ITHE RESTORER'S HANDBOOK OF SCULPTURE''

by Jean-Michael Andrd

published by Van Nostrand Reinhold Company

130pp 8!"" y 99"" Clo th  Boards .  t 17 .10

All of us have seen oId statues,. models or busts which have undexgone
damage from mishandling or the weather and we may have wondered if it
shoul.d be worthwhj-le and aesthetically eorrect to repair the damaged
parts, and if  so exactly how this should be carri .ed oul.

This book goes into al. l  these points with considerable detai l .  Stone,
wood, teracottar plaster and other materiaLs are described in depth -
and methods of restoration of aL1. these materiaLs ar-e ful ly explained.
0n aLmost every page there is a photograph, often coloured, lo show
the precise fauLt and its repair. Obviously this is a book to be
used by a ski-Lled technician/art ist, but also to be read by
collectors, teachers, museum eonservatots and alL of us who
do not wish to see unique or raf,e antiquit ies become lost through
the ravages of l ime-

The book shouLd be of great interest to this latter group, of extreme
value to the middle gtoup and of absolute necessity to the technician.
A11 kinds of repairs ate described, pitfal ls explained for avoidanee,
and the use of modern materiaLs ful ly discussed.

The English text has been translated into clear language and printed
without. apparent fault.  There is a good index, an interesting
bibl iography and several pages of useful techni.cal data on the use
of the various materials.

Despite the exceLlent printing and il.lustrating the price seems
rather high, but once having spenf the money for the book, the
reader wilL easlly f ind good value within i ts pages.

? . , 'ARCHITECTURAL  CERAMICSI '

by David Hamilton

published by Thames and Hudson

184pp grztt x 5tr Cloth 87.95 Paper 83.95

This.is. the latest volume in the series of Craft Manuals that have
become so useful in Schools, Colleges and the private home. The
author who wrote also the earl ier Manual "Pottery and Ceramics" is
Head of the Department of Ceramics at Chelsea Royal College of Art.

The reader may wonder what exactly constitutes "ArchitecturaL Ceramics"
and this very point is raised in the introduetion. The term i.s explained
as applying to those clay i tems. constj-tut ing part of a buj. lding or exist ing
within an architectural environment. Thus, t i les of al l  kinds, brieks,
pipes, and modeLs of varyi.ng forms aLL receive detai led descript ion of
their manufacture.
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BOOK REVIEWS

L . . "ARCHITECTURAL CERAMICS!' - contd.

A brief history of the subject fol lowed by an elementary and clear
descript ion of the eharacterist i .es of clays leads on to the basic
lechniques of forming lhe clay by coil ing, slabbing, pressing and
casting.

A few pages cover brief ly the ki lns used; these and others are more
fu1ly described in the earLier manual - arready mentioned. Fir ing
satj.sfactori ly and lhe faults whj.ch can arise during unsatj.sfactory
fir ings are welL explained and can easily be understood by the
newest of students.

The main part of the book explains in an orderly and consecutive
manner the manufaeture of al l  architecturar clay i tems, by hand
and by machine.

Deeoration and grazing makes up a large sectj.on of lhe book, and here
the i l lustrations, prentifur throughout the whole, show their fulL
value. Most decoration is made on t j .Les and every aspect of t i le
making, decorating and insta.LLing is ful j .y described.

An appendix on safeLy, a most usefu.L glossary, a short further readj.ng
list and a comprehensive index round off this work to make a most
vaLuable book-

Unfortunately, as each new volume appears the price seems to r ise,
but nevertheless i . t  is st i l l  quite reasonable.

f do not know" why the author uses the term "bisquit" - I  think this mav
easily be confused with "bisque" (general ly meaning biscuit,  porcelain)
- and he uses aLso the oLder spell ing of "feldspar" - but these are
smal-l points really.

3 .  "KILNs -  DESIGN, CoNSTRUCTIoN AND oPERATr0N' '

by Daniel Rhodes

Pitman Publishing, 1977

2t+0pp 2t+6 x. 189 mm Hard Cover t7.50

The author of thls recently reprinted volume is a noted American potter
and sculptor. As Professor of Ceramics at Alfred University, he has
been responslble for training many students, some of whom are making
their nanes known; and not only in the United States. He has already
written a number: of books, which. have become standard references in
cetamics.

This volume begi.ns, natural ly so, with descript ions of many ki lns used
around the world froruearly t imes- up lo the present day. Thus, the
development of the modern ki ln for reaching specif ic temperatures, and
including brick ki lns, is elearLy shown by the use of diagrams and
photographs. There ate over four hundred black and white examples
oi  these.

1'
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POTTY PEOPLE

DACORUM & CHILIERN POTTERS' CLUB - MEMBERSHiP LIST - JUNE 1978

Richard ANTHONY,. l t4 Crawley Drive, Grove HiII,  Hemel Hempstead.
PauLine ASHLEY, 10 The Heath,  Radlet t ,  Het ts .

Aithur BALL, ) Selwyn Avenue, Hatf ield, Herts.
Mrs F.  E.  K.  BARNARDT 64 Lancaster  Road,  St .  ALbans,  Her ts .
Sheil .a BATTAT, Druj.ds, Crowbrook Road, Askett, Pri.nees Risborough, Bucks.
Mary BEERB0HM, I Queen Street, St. Albans, Herts.
Elsa BENATTAR, 20 Breakspear Road, South Ickenham, Middlesex.
A.  BISHOP, 11 Cover t  Road,  Nor thchurch,  Berkhamsted,  Her ts .
Mrs Sheila BLACK, 9 Wagon Road, Had1ey Woodn Barnet, Herts.
Ken BR0WN, 25 Green End Road, HemeL Hempstead, Herts.
Ruth BROWN, 15 F inch Lane,  Bushey, .  Her ts .
Ruth ERUCKNER, /+1 Uphil l  Grove, Mil l  Hi l1, London NW7."
Christ ine BULL, 35 Fox Road, Holmer Green, Nr. High Wycombe, Bucks.
Christopher 8URAS, 3 Tenzing Gr.ove, Luton,. Beds.
Paul BURGESS, 7 Sundown Avenue,. Dunstable, Beds.

Mr & Mrs J .  CAPES, 45 fhe Avenue,  Radlet t ,  Her ts .
V.  CHAMPNISS, 01d Clack Farm, T i le  Ki ln  Lane,  Ruis l ip ,  Middlesex.
H,  CHRISTIANSON, 14 The.Crof t r .  Welwyn Garden Ci ty ,  Her ts . .
Judith C0LE, ar9 Charles Stree.t, Berkhamsted" Herts.
Peter C0RDEll, 7 Densley Close, Welwyn Garden City, Herts.
Mrs June CRATdLEY , 1 Whi.tewood. Road, Berkhamsted , Herts

Alrun DAVIES, 42 Hoblelts Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts
Ralph DOWNING, 2 Spring Lane, Hemel Hemps.tead, Herts..
Mrs N.. Y.. DWIGHI, The 01d House, Burcott, Wing, Leighton Buzzard, Beds..

Mrs Freda EARL , 3? Ttevelyan Way, Berkhamsted, Herts..
Joan EDE,. 16 Mil l f ield, Berkhamsted, Herts.
Pamela EDKINS, 96 Blockley Roadj- North Wembley, Middfesex.
T- R.. EVANS, 98 Fordwich Riser. Hertford, Herts.
Sister Winifred EVANS, St. Roses Convent, Burnt Oak, Edgware, Middlesex.
Mrs: M* ETHEL, May Cottage,Potteryr. Fairholme, Hawks HilL,. Bourne End, Bucks.

Mr & Mrs J. FAIERS, 28 The-Hbisdshod, Leverstock Green, Herts.
l . furray FIELDHOUSE, Northfields Studio, Tring, Herts.
V.- F0RW00D, rtEeyoret '  Beach Wayr. Gerrards Cross" Bucks
Anita FRASER-BARNES, 21 Hol.t Road, North Wembley, Middlesex.
Chris and Frank FRIEDMANN, 90 Shrublands Avenue, Berkhamsted' Herts.
Peggy FAWCETI, 4 Maldon Court, Carlton Road, Harpenden, Herts. '

PauLine GARDNER, 57 Chestnut Drive, St- ALbans, Herts.
S. 4.. GAVIN, 28 Cronnvell  Way, Picton, Herts.
Steven GILLINGHAMT. 17 Burr Streetr- Dunstable, Beds.
Mrs M. & Miss G0DSCHALK, 61 Seymour Road, St. Albans, Herts.
Suzanna GRAY, /t8 New Road, LinsLade, Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Mrs H. GREEN, 22 BtackendaLe Grove, Harpenden, Herts.
R- GREEN, The Dingle,. 641 Uxbridge Road, Pinner, Middlesex.



POTIY D r n o r rr L v r g L

- contd -

Mrs V.  P.  HARRISON, 5 Montague Road,  Berkhamsted,  Her ts .
Mrs Alexina HARTWELL, l8 The PeLhams, North Watford, Herts.
J .  D.  HAWKTNS, Pi ts tone Green Farm, Pi ts tone,  Le ighton Buzzard,  Beds.
Mrs Wyn HOLDSWORTH, ?6 Valley Side, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
Ros.  H00K,  5 Beacon Way,  Tr ing,  Her ts
D.. HOPLEY, 3 Landford Close, Rickmansworth, Herts.
J . .  M.  HOY, 41 Burwood Avenue,  Eastcote,  P inner ,  Middlesex.

Audrey JACKSON, 18 Newland Close"  5t .  A1bans,  Her ts .
Richard JACKS0N, 36 Copthall  Gardens, Twickenham, Middlesex.
V. .  JAY,  ColeshiL l  House,  59 High Street ,  Berkhamsted,  Her ts .
Jean JEFFRIES, Flat lr ,  Langwood, 87 Langley Road, Watford, Herts.
Mr & Mrs J .  L .  JONES, 56 Lye Green Road,  Chesham, Bucks.
Mrs J .  J0NE5,  The Ridge,-  Stat ion Approach,  Chor leywood,  Her ts .
Susan JORDAN, 48 Newbetries Avenue, Radlett,  Herts.

Ruth KARNAC, 9 Grange Road, Bushey, Herts.
Mrs Jean KENT, Marchwood, Gleenway, Berkhamsted, Herts.
J i l I  KITCHENER, 10 Taywood C1ose,  Stevenage,  Her ts .
K.  M.  KNIGHI,  85 Pr iory  Way,  Nor th Harrow,  Middlesex.

Phil ip LEAPER, 7 Langley Road, Abbots Langley, Herts.
Margaret LEESON' 55 Ruisl ip court, hlest End Road, Ruisl ip, Middlesex.
Marion LEIGH-BROWN, Bay free Cottage, Chil tern Road,. Amersham, Bucks.
Barbara Ll 'TTLf , 16 Birch Way,. Chesham, Bucks.
Elizabeth LINTON, The Laurels, North End, Sleeple Claydon, Bucks.
Hester LORD, The Lantern FIat, Amersdort, The Common, Berkhamstedr. Herts.

A. T. MACKRILL, The Rangers Cottage, Wiggington, Tring, Herts-
Mrs J. MARSHT. l t9 Dove Park, Chorleywood, Herts-
C.  R '  MAY, 19 Foxholes Avenue" Her t ford,  Her ts .
T.. MILES, Walkers Farm, Bil l ington, Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
R'. MILLER, 80 Aston Abbotts Road, Weedon,. Aylesbury, Bueks"..
Mrs D- S. MITCHELL, Hightwaite, Stoney Lane, Litt le Kingshil l ,  Great Missenden, Bucks.
Lynette MITCHELL, Murray Lodge, Burtons Lane, Chalfont 5t. Giles, Bucks.
Mr & Mrs M0RGAN J0NE5, 25 Dunstable Road, Dagnell,  Nr- Berkhamsted, Herts.

Ju1ie NEWELL, 51 Brandreth ,Avenue, Dunstable, Beds.
I'lrs C. N0BREGA, 55 Sandringham Road, London NWZ

Sister Eleanor 0'LEARY, 5t. Roses Conventr..Burnt Oak, Edgware, Middlesex..
H- 0XB0RR0W, Anthome Pottery, Quaker Lane, Potters Barr. Herts.

Wendy PARRY, 23 Asmuns Hi l l ,  London N.W.11
Mrs D. PETTIGREW, 17 1ak Farm, Borehamwood, Herts.
Maria PETTS, 25 Birch Way, Chesham, Bucks.
Ray PHIPPS, 23 HaLI Park, Berkhamsted, Herts
Mr & Mrs T.  PLESSNER, L i t t le  Winch,  Chipper f ie ld ,  K ings Langley,  Her ts .
Miss J. i . i .  P00LE, The Pottery, 19 Hardwick Place, Woburn Sands, Brjcks.
R.  J .  P0PE, 27 Gosmore Road,  Hi tch inr .  Her ts .  '
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POTTY PEOPLE

' contd -

John RAXIVORTHY, 3 Hi l ls ide Gate,  Hi l ls ide Road,  St .  A lbans,  Her ts .
Mrs W. REIGATE, Nash's  Lodge,  Gorhambury,  St .  A lbans,  Her ts .
Bi l l  RIDDAWAY, 18 Norv ic  Road,  Marsworth,  Tr ing,  Her ts .
E.  A.  ROBIS0N, 75 Larch Grove,  B letch ley,  Bucks.
Stan ROMER, 2 l  Southcot t  V i l1age,  L ins lade,  Le ighton Buzzard,  Beds.
Sal ly  ROUTH, 1 Pond Cot tages,  Edgcot t ,  Ay lesbury,  Bueks.
Mrs Jessie ROWBOTTOM, Seacombe Cottage, Berks HiLl, Chorleywood, Herts.

June SARENE, 68 Pot ter  St reet ,  P inner ,  Middlesex.
Mr & Mrs P.  SHARPE,215 Bot ley Road,  Ley Hi l l ,  Chesham, Bucks.
Mi ldred SLATTER, The Whi te Cot tage,  Framewood Road,  Stoke Poges,  Bucks.
Mary-Ann SPILMAN, 35 Montague Road,  Berkhamsted,  Her ts .
George STEPHENSON, Bourne Place, 1O1 Herkomer Road, Bushey, Herts.
W. R.  ST0KELEY, l r8  T i le  KiLn Lane,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Her ts .
Mr & Mrs Diqby 5T0TT, Broomfieldr 36 Box Lane, Boxmoor, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
Mr & Mrs S.  STUBBINGS, 185 Claymore,  Grove Hi l - l ,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Her ts .

Mrs Pam TAMES, 1 Bot ley Lane,  Chesham, Bucks.
Mr & Mrs Derek TATTERSALLT 49 Chr is tchurch Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Her ts .
Mrs  V .  TAYLOR,  The  Po t te t y r  3  Ty le r ' s  H i l l  Road ,  Bo t l ey ,  Chesham,  Bueks .
Mrs Jenny TEMPLETON, ?6 SL. Leonard Road, Chesham Bois, Amersham, Bucks.
J .  T0LLIDAY, Lower West  End Farm, West  End Lane,  Essendon,  Her ts .

June WAITE, 18 The Horseshoe, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
D.  WAKELIN,  58 Marshal ls  Dr ive,  St .  A lbans,  Her ts .
Kathleen & Gary WAKER, 58 Cornfields, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
W. WALLENB0RN, 21 Argy l l  Avenue,  Luton,  Beds.
Va.Ler ie  WILLIAMS, 4 Raban Close,  0aks Cross,  Stevenage,  Her ts .
Barbara WILS0N, 43 Rotherwiek Road,  London N.W.11
Mr & Mrs Roger WINN, l t  Lycrome Lane, Chesham, Bucks.
J l I I  W00D, 9 Newlyn Close,  Br icket  Wood,  5t .  A lbans,  Her ts .
Mrs C. WO0DLAND, 64 Butts Road, Raunds, Northants.
H.  R.  WHITMORE, 7 Balmoral  Avenue,  Bedford,  Beds.
Jane W00DHAM5, Trade Winds,  Bulborne,  Nr .  Tr ing,  Her ts .

Connie M.  YOUD, 54 Longf ie ld  Dr ive,  Amersham, Bucks.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Mr.  Stot t ,

WiLh regard to your appeaL for contributi .ons towards the Newsletter.

I am a young man who has, together wi.th a Mrs. Darewood of No. 1
Splcer  St reet ,  St .  A lbans,  s tar ted the St .  A lbans Pot tery  at  1A Spicer
StreeL. I have been a guild member now for a couple of months and have
found the meetlngs which I have attended quite informative and broadening
in their out. l-ook and format. I  have been inlerested in pottery for three
or four years now, having discovered it  at Dacorum College i-n Hemel Hempstead
where I worked as a Studio Technician.

Up to lhen I had been interested in oaintinq and had worked in various
graphic studios and for a short t ime in t i-re theaire , but i t  was , I  think,
the l ively atmosphere of Murray Fieldhouse's classes which really gave me
some perception of a very honest and happy craft.  When Murray 1eft, I
decided it  would be a good thing to fol low through wlth my ground work and
look for  a  job in  a pot tery .  This  I  d i .d ,  for tunate ly ,  and managed to be
empJ"oyed as an apprentlce at the Chelsea Pottery in London. There were
four potters there at the l ime - Frank Spindler, who 'r las a great craftsman,
a man who had a remarkable eye for shape and decoration, and would often
paint our portraits in his lunch breaks when he was not making pots -
Wj. lLi.am George 8e11, who was from the North of England, a f ine thrower -
Dimetra Grevell is, who now runs the Ealing Pottery in London - and Poole
Pottery trained Fiona Taylor Brown. So you see I had a lot of ski l l  at
my d j .sposal ,  and would t ry  to  learn a l i t t le  f rom each of  Lhem. Af ter
a year and a quarter I left Chelsea and moved to Exeter in Devon where I
found the pace of l i fe to be more to my nature, and did a six month eourse
at the School- of Art there, under PauL Cardew, who now has a business in
Devon caLi.ed Sunshine Ceramics, at the same time I worked with a studio
potter in Exeter cal led John MiddLemus, and spent occasional weekends in
North Devon, working with two potters who have a wood f ired ki ln - Mr. &
Mrs.  Yasuda.

After aIl  this journeyi.ng I eventualJ.y found myself back in Luton helping
and looking after my Mother, where I am to this day.

l l le have two sma1l electr ic ki lns at 5t. Albans and I make stoneware
mostly. 0n Tuesdays and Wednesdays I teach students and incidental ly,
have room for more if  anyone is interested.

The glazes are f ired to 126OoC and are a Celadon, Tenmoku Transparent
and a Tan glaze of my own. The studlo is quite large and keeping it  t idy
is a bit of a problem. We are aLso fortunate in having a showroom at our
disposal which we are transforming slowly.

I hope you can use some of this aecount of myself as I am sure some of
the members may be interested. Some of them I know were at Dacorum college
in the o ld days.

Anyway,  good luck wi th  the edi t ing.

From :  Chr is topher  Buras,  3  Tenzing Grove,  Luton,  Beds.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear Digby'

My apologj.es for leaving you with an incomplete write-up of John
Nuttgens' demonstratj.on.

Apologies a1so. .to' John Nuttgpns.

Somewhere along the Line the drawing of John's pot with copydex
resist decoration temPorarily went astray.

The drawing on the cover of Newsletter No. 16 shows lhe pot that
John made on the wheel and gave fbur panels by Flattening opposj.te
sides

For his. demonstration John did freehand slip'trailing on alternate
panels

The cover drawing here lries to show the bold brushwork in copydex
on another fire leather-hard Pot

But don't rely on drawings - see the, craftsmen at work.

DEREK TATTERSALL

- \ t  -



FUTURE EVENTS

1. SUMMER GARDEN PARTY

To be held at  Ray Phipps 'home -  2 l  HaI l  Park,  Berkhamsted,  on
Sa tu rday ,  15 th  Ju l y ,  a t  8  p .m.

Usual arrangements ptevail  - please bring food and wine suitable
for a party,. savoury or sweet, and suff icient for two. If  you
wish to bring a fr iend please do so, with suff icient food and
wine,  o f  course.

Z. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

at : Manor House Sports & Social Centre,. Gal. lows Hil l  Lane, Abbots Langley.

on  :  F r i day ,  5 th  0c tobe r  1978  -  7 .10  p .m.

Please put this date in your diary

As usual-, we wil l  have a celebrity lecturer. This year we wil.L be
enjoying a lecture and demonstration by Jesome Abo who is a big coiJ.
builder and head of the Pottery Department at Harrow School of Art.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE COMMITTEE

Several. members of the Committee are due to retire and nominations
are required.. You wi.Li.. find the form for this purpose elsewhere
in the Newsletter-

MOST IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Your Chaj.rman and. Secretary both have served the fuLl" three year term
and both feel quite strongly that it is time for them to make way for
new blood- Both wil. l  remain active in the Guild and ane in no sense
fed up or retj.ring.

The Guild Committee wi 1'l be examining the problem this creates and
making sorne ptoposals. With a bit of luck and a fair back wind we
might even come up with some nominatj.ons.-

If  you have any feelings or ideas on this matter please write to us
vla the Newsletter Editor. Please aLso indicate. i . f  you are happy
to have the leLter published.

' .  PENDLEY CONFERENCE

Saturday, 4th November 1978.

see two pages of details. following
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AN OPEN POTTER '5  DAY

SATURDAY /+TH NOVEMBER 1978

PENDLEY ARTS THEATRf

TRING HERIS

SP0NS0RS: Dacorum and ChiLtern Potters Guild
Wengers Limited
Pendley Arts frust

Ptoqtarnme:-

9.3O a.m. ANDREW AND J0ANNA YOUNG
Demonstrate the making of their range of raw
glazed stoneware involving many different
techniques.

11 .00  a .m.  C0FFEE
11.30 a.m.  C0NTINUATI0N 0F THE Y0UNG'S MAKING DEM0NSTRATI0N

includj.ng special requests.
1z..30 p.m. BAR OPEN BUFFET LUNCH

B00K AND POTTERY EXHIBITION (Rehearsal Room)
2.00 p .m."  HILIARY BR0CK

Demonstration of making pottecy figures
5 .15 p.m- DAVID EELES

Demonstration of stoneware decorating techniques
4 .34  p .m.  TEA
5.00 p.m., ANDREW AND JOANNA YOUNG

Demonstration of f inishir ig, turning atiachments,
raw glazing.

6.tg pm.m B0NFIRE AND BARBEQUE
Northfields Sfudio

7.00 p.rn- B0B DAVENP0RT F0LK SINGING WITH CEILIDH BAND
Bring a bottle, fireworks and s.omething to char
on the barbeque. Sausages and baked potatoes
provided.

BOOK EARLY TO ENSURE A PLACE

FEE FOR THE DAY :{10.00 (ee.OO to FulL Members of the Guild)
-. Includes coffee, buffet- lunch, tea, guaranteed seat

and entertainment.

Please reserve p lece(s) .  f  enc lose.  f , .  . . . .

NAME

ADDRESS

cheques payable to Dacorum and chiLtern potters Guird
BO0KrNGS T0 MRs PAULTNE ASHLEY, 10 THE HEATH, RADLETT, HERTS.
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Pendley Arts Theatre

Opened in the spring. An int imate studio theatre for 200. Its modern raked
seating and l ighting wil l  ensure a perfect view of the demonstrations from every
part of the house.

Andrew and Joanna Younq

Made a t remendous impress j .on on the pot ter 's  wor ld  in  the i r  recent  C.P.A.
Exhibit ion. Trained at Farnham in 1975, they took over Peter Starkey's
pottery at Hunworth in Nonfolk. They have an 80 cubic foot oi l  ki ln and
thei r  work can be seen at  L iber ty 's ,  Heal 's ,  Craf tsman Pot ters  Shop,  Craf ts
Work, Guildford, and Cider Press at Dart ington. Besj.des their standard
range they make individual work which they w111 aLso demonstrate by request.

HiLiarv Brock

Works in Leicestershire, makes f igures and groups with a whimsieaL and nostalglc
Edwardian f lavoun, gently erotic in ash glazed stoneware. Part thrown and part
modelled." He has had a number of one man exhibit ions and his work can be seen
at  Heal 's ,  Peter  Dingley,  Col lect ion etc .  Thj .s  year  he g ives up teaching to
work ful.l time at his craft

David EeLes

Recently Chairman of the Craftsman Potters Association, now on the Crafts Advisory
Committee. Recently had a. one. man exhibit lon at Casson Gallery. He demonstrated
aL PendLey twenty years ago when he was a sJ.i.pwace potter. The Guild has been
tryi.ng to persuade him to demonstrate for three yeats. He has firrally conceded
to come up from Somerset. He wilL demonstrate a variely of stoneware decorating
methods -

Bob Davenport

A celebrated folk singer who has
Victorian music ha11 songs. He
Britain and will be easily- heard
the local coven. He has had a

recently expanded his repertoire to include
has the loudest folk singj.ng. voice in Great
above the fire erackers and the screams of

long association with the Crafts movement.
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POTTERS MISCELTANY

1.  KILN BUILDING PROJECT

This year's kiLn buildlng project has made a good start wi.th the
cLearance of trees and scrub from the site at Northfield Studio.
There's st i l l  some to do for those who f ind tree-lopping and
burning iuesist ibLe.

During the planning discussion i.t was decided that though we had
by no means fully explo.red the potential of the catenary arch kiln
it  would. be interesting to try something akin to a Korean ki ln; we
have arrived at a comptomise between this and a ground hog ki ln.
Dick Jackson has drawn plans and ealculates i t  wil l  requlre 1,000
bricks. The Guild wiLl subsldise to a degree.

This looks U.ke being a long term project with wide seope for
part icipation, usef,uJ. experi.ence in kiLn design, building and
fir ing. CouLd aLL those interested make contact with Elsa
Benattar (Tel: Ruisl ip 34J48), PauLine Ashley (TeI: Radlett t+268)
or Mary Ann Spilman (16 Lowec Paxton Road, St. Albans - no 'phone

at present) and we wiLl at.tempt Lo co-ordinate our efforts. Work
parties are wefcome to come and go at will and when we get properly
under way i l  is proposed to have a site operations board as a wotk
guide so that those wi.th a spontaneous urge to work on the site
wi-I l  be supplied with ideas -

AJ.} being well one working party plans to meet at Northfield Studio
an ZJst  August  1978,  aL 7.3Q p.m.r  and anyone is  welcome lo  jo in  in .

z. BRICKS WANTED for the above ploject

Will anyone knowing of
bricks please Iet. the

KILN FIRING SERVICE

a free (or cheap) source of hlgh temperature
co-ordinators of the project know,.

Berkhamsted Arts & Crafts is a new venture being run by Tina Gibbs
who special ises in cane and rush weaving. Her shop on the edge of
Berkhamsted is set up to sel l  craft materials, but she is very
wil l ing to display work.

She and her husband Rod are now seriously considering stocking cIays,
glazlers, tools, etc., for ' the potter and more part icularly are plan-
ning to provide a firi.ng service

They would like to know from any potential. users what they are likely
to require in the way of materials and how many people w111 be interested
in using this service.

At this stage they would welcome sugges.t ions to help them decide what
wou.Ld be best.. For: example - what lype of kiln? what is the general
size of pot they are 1ikely to encounter? hcw frequently you would
wanl work to be f ired? whaL sort of price. wouLd you be expecting or
hoping to pay? and whethet or 'not those interested would want to help
load and fire the kiln.

Berkhamsted Arts & Crafts is. at 7 London Road, Berkhamsted, Herts.
telephone Berkhamsted 667?. They wiLl be, delighted to hear from you-

r



LIST OF PAST E\EqTS

Friday, 27tb, January Slipware Decoratioa (Practical EVeat) at
Fraacis Conbe Schoolr Gar:ston.

2nd week Febnrary A PLace to Pot - Dissussion Meeting at
hlhitehilJ. Connr:rity Centre r Chesha-n-

Monday, 27t}'. Feb:r:ary Quiztine at Pitstone Villa'ge EaIL-

fhursday, 23rd },larch fi'r'n M6sf,iag at St. Albe''o & St. Stephens
. Chr:rch EaIL, Beaconsfield Roadr St. Albarcs.

Friday, 2J-st April rnsrf,4ll Pots (Practical Eveat) at l'Ibttehilt
Conruaity Ceatrer Chesbao.

Friday, 5th May Eerry lanrn64d at Itfhe Naltt, Kings reng}ef,.

Sr:aday, ?th May Opea Day -'Pitstoae Greea Farn

srrnday, 25th- Jr:ne trBIG PoTrt crawl. visit to wrecclesba'm Pottery
aad Meoa Pottery (Nigel Wood)

Satr:rday, ].st Ju].y ) - 0pea Days - Pitstoae Greea Saru-
Sr:nday, 2ad. JuJ-y )

FOTISSCOMING FIXIII'RF.S

Satr:rday, 15th Julf, Su.mer Garden Party at Ray Phi.pps bome -

"3 
Fa]l ps'!, Berkbamsted, at 8.0o p.o.

Moaday, 21st Augr:st Kih. Building Project. Meetiag at Northfield'
g6d1o..

Friday, 5th October AIINIIAI GS{@AI MIEIING at Parish 8a11, Maaor
Eotrse, Abbots r.englef, at 7.n P.n.,

Satr:rday; 4th Nqvenber- - . PCfrEmtS OPSI DAg at 
.Pendley 

Arts'I.'heatle.

PROJrcEED MffiTINGS

Itlovenber

. De.ceuber

- -!:-rJ lleet]-Bg

Cbistnas ParW

POETER.S DTARY T978 ,l
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'fl{T.l DACOSIN{ & CEIIEESN PO4E,,S GO:tr,D

&,e" Guild is a:r eetablished orgauisatioa reprreeenting both- firl].-tioe aad
part-tine potters Tifhizr- the Dacon:m Di.strict' aad sr:roundiag area6.
Tb,e aics of the Qrrild. a.fa:-

(a) Eo pronote increasiag awarenesa: of the'values of ctaft
lottery i-n th,e area..

(b) !o hold lect::ree, discrrssionsr. Sractical. deraoustrz.tiong
and otber actiritiee to furtb,er object (a) -

(c) to represga! r4!hi"! tbe-area tb,e iatereets of craft potters,
pofrer7 teachers a:rd their stEdeats aad to eacourage the
establjshsent of serious part-tine- vocational. corrrses,

(d) 3o co-operate 'rit!, other speciali-eed and geaeral crafts
orgaaisatiors tc e!.sujre'that.t!,e aeed of the coouuaity
for I'irilg: woric is aot aeglected. by grabl.ic La.ck ort coatact
vith crafts aad craftsrner!-

(e) Io cake a regrrlar su:rey of :'l'1 pot.terT activity' is the
area "'d to issire a report. to uembers., i:eterested bodiee
alrd i:rdirid:rals-

(f) 8o issne a lileusletter of th,e.actiriti.ee of tbe Grrild..

Meabereb,ip is opea te e]'T pessoas wi.tlr :'r iaterest ia Pottery- Fayroeat
of tb,e correat'arbscriptiou eatitles qeobers to a free copy of t!,e
Nersletter aad todber beaefits.." Ihrtb,er detail.c oay.be obtaiaed fron'
tb.e Secretar7 of tb.e Qnild (eee i''-<ide front- cover).

MN.{EEF.sEP AIP'ICASIC'IT IOBU

tlease. eurol Ee t-€. a neober-of tb,e Dacorrro and.Cbiltera Potte3s Qrri'ld
for tb,e- Lgn/78 €t€!asto!!.- f eac].ose a- cheque,/rogtal order is the
suu, of,.

- - 3 4 - a -

N a n g  - + - . - - - . - o 3 3 - -

A d d r g g g  o 3 - -  -  G - - .  + r  - - e o -  - - . o , + . . - -  o - - .  -  -  - . . - - . . ' -  ? -  G - . ' - . .  . . . . . . . . . .  - . .  - . . .

Ire ratee for oembership a.re 'F folJows: Stud,eat g,L.50 (Ilet1'-tille)

Siagle, $J.OO'
' Fanily 94.00

Detacb. this fo:m aad eead w:itb. ysur recittaoce,to:

The. beasurerr &,corr:o & CLiJ.tsnr Potters Guild, Little Wiach,
CLig5lerfieldl, Kirrgs r..ngleyr. Eerts.

'dg-+



To :

Munay Fieldhouse,
Northfield Studio,
Aldbury Common,
Tring ,
Herts..

JULY 1978

PLEASE MARK ENVELOPE
I'CONFIDENTIAL ' '

FORM FOR. NOMINATION

NOMINATI0N (for the use of Fu1l (paid up) Members only)

I ,  . . . r . . . . . . .  .  O f t  .  . . . . . . . . . .

. , . . . . . . ' G . t . ] 1 . . " . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . .  w i s h  t o  n o m i n a t g  . . . . r , ' . . . . . . .

o f  . .  . . + . . . . . , . : . , . . .  . . . t .  .  who  i s  a  Fu l l  Member

of the Guild,. for election to the Committee-

I accept nominafion for eLection to the Committee.

S i g n e d .  ? . . 1 ? : e . . o - .  . , e . . . . - . . . .

THIS FORM MUST REACH ME BY THE 15TH SEPTEMBER 1978 AT THE LATEST

RESOLUTION

I wish to propose.the following resolution at the Meeting.

. - t - . ' a o - o - r o r a . t , d a t 1 . t , a ' 3 . a a a . . . a a a a . . ' a a . a a a

a - a  !  * a .  j j a  J t  .  a  a  a  ? a - a - a  o  a - a , .  .  ) - a  a  a  a  a  a  a . { - a  3  a  a  a .  a  a . a  t : a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a

S i g n e d  a . j . .  ' e  i . . . r . e  . +  r ' ; . G .  . . .  D a t g  . . . . ' . ' . . . ' . . . . . . . .

I

I
I
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