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JUST PRESS TIIE BUTTON!

In  March  as  many o f  you  w i l l  remember r  John Anderson took  some
of  the  myst ique ou t  o f  photograpt ry  fo r  us  humble  I ' c lay i l  peopIe .
He showed us  tha t  w i th  a  b i t  o f  care ,and t t rought  th ings  can be
near ly  as  s imp le  as  the  camera  ads .  wou ld  t rave  us  be l ieve .

John prov ided us  w i th  a  conc ise  resume o f  h is  ta lk  on  a  dup l i ca ted
h a n d - o u t ,  s o  I  w i l l  n o t  d e t a i n  y o u  b y  r e - w r i t i n g  i t  h e r e .  B u t
some t t r ings ,  I  see  f rom my has t i l y  wr i t ten  no tes  caught  my a t ten t ion .

I f  you  t rave  to  photograph po ts  ou ts ide ,  be  care fu l  o f  the  p i t fa l l s
re f lec t ions  and cas ts  f rom t l .e  sky ,  fo l iage  r  even f rom London
t ranspor t  buses  !

I d e a l l y  h o w e v e r  s o m e  s o r t  o f  s t u d i o  s e t  u p ,  i s  b e s t r  w i t h  a
fea ture less  background fo r  the  po t .  Have t t re  l igh t ing  (p re fe rabJ .y
f rom a  5OO wat t  photo f lood bu lb )  coming f rom above eye leve l ,  as
norma11y.  One l igh t  emphas ises  the  shape o f  the  po t  we l1r  bu t
g i v e s  a p p a l l i n g  c o n t r a s t .

As  John ta ] .ked  t re  demonst ra ted  the  e f fec t  o f  d i f fe ren t  l igh t ing
schemes w i th  equ ipment  t re  had brought  a long -  camerar  t r ipod '
l i g h t s ,  e v e n  a  c l o s e d  c i r c u i t  t e l e v i s i o n  s y s t e m .  H e  t r i e d  a
re f lec to r  to  overcome the  cont ras t  p rob lem,  t t ren  greaseproof
paper  to  d i f fuse  t t re  t igh t .  Bu t  the  so lu t ion  seems to  be  to  have
two l j -ghts,  t l re second lower down to one sj .de and further away
f r o m  t h e  f i r s t .

A  s l - ide  o f  a  CoJ- in  Pearson w inged fo rm i l lus t ra t ing  back  l igh t ing t
slrowed trow effect ive this tectur ique can be in emphasising t t re
t rans lucency  o f  porce la in . .

Jotrn def ini tely advised. t t re use bf kodactrrome for colorrr
t ransparenc ies .  As  i t  i s  on ly  p focessed by  Kodak the  resu l ts  a re
pre t ty  cons is ten t .  Shrop process ing  on  the  o t t re r  t rand can be  a  b i t
unpred ic tab le .  He suggested  the  use  o f  a  lense w i th  a  longer  t t ran
a v e r a g e  f o c a l  J - e n g t h  t o  a v o i d  d i s t o r t e d  p e r s p e c t i v e s r  € . 8 .  S J m m  o r
1 J J  m m .

T h e  c l o s e d  c i r c u i t  t e l e v i s i o n  w a s  r e a I l y  v e r y  u s e f u l .  P o t s  b y
S} .e iJ -a  Fourn ie r  and Dav id  Leach presented  d i f fe ren t  l igh t ing  prob lems.  -

Ir te saw how he dealt  wit t r  them and saw an approximation of the f inal
p r i n t  o n  t h e  t e l e v i s i - o n  s c r e e n .

Quest ions  inc luded one about  us ing  o ld  car  head l igh ts  fo r
i l l umina t ion  -  t rT leey  cou ld  be  used bu t  a  b lue  f i l te r  may be  necessary r ' .
T t ren  one about  the  feas ib i l i t y  o f  f lo rescent  l igh t ing .  r rAvo id

i t t i l  was  the  qu ick  answer .  Ar thur  wondered how we cou ld  avo id  the
e x p e n s e  o f  p t r o t o  f 1 o o d s l . c o u 1 d .  a J r  o r d i n a r y  d e s k  J - e m p  b e  u s e d . i n s t e a d ?
John sa id  th is  was poss ib le  p rov ided aga in  tha t  a  b lue  f i l te r  was
used fo r  co lour  f i1 -ms.  I  d idnr t  ca tc t r  the  answer  to  Dereks  ques t ion
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" Is  t t re re  any  way you can doc tor  a  p ic tu re  o r  s l ide  to  h ide
s o m e t h i n g  y o u  d i d n r  t  k n o w  w a s  t h e r e  . . . . . t t

Jo t rn  quoted  Geof f rey  Wtr i t ingr  s  d ic tum tha t  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  in
photograph ing  po ts  inc rease in  p ropor t j -on  to  the  square  o f  the
nu-mber  o f  po ts .  Whi ls t  my exper ience so  fa r  bears  th j -s  o r r t r  we
were  g iven some va luab le  h in ts  and gu ide l ines  fo r  min imis ing  t t re
prob lems we migkr t  meet  in  our  po t  photography .

PETER CORDON

x.'-x*xx xxx J(#r *)+ * )EJe)6tF i€iF)F)t

WEST MARSHALL SLAB DEMONSTRATION

When we arr ived at Chorleywood Commr:ni ty Centre on ZJth May for
West  Marsha l l rs  sJ -ab  demonst ra t ion  t t re  twang ing  o f  g r r i ta rs  to ld
us  tha t  there  was a  J .esson go ing  on  ins ide ,  much as  there  was las t
t ime we went t t rere, This t ime we knew rrtrat  to do - we scurr ied
in to  the  neares t  pub.

One trour later the tal-k began. By now about 60 people had tr :rned
upr arnong them two nuns from Btrrnt Oak - s isters,  and one of them
a pot te r  -  and severa l  faces  f rom t t re  o ld  Dacorum days  a t  Hemel t
th;  good old days of feast ing and arguing presided o' ! 'er by t t re
demon Murray and tr is f laming gas ki ln.

From the  prev ious  news le t te r  I  expec ted  West  to  be  somet t r ing  amazAn 'g ,
bu t  t re  seemed a  n ice  s imp le  sor t  o f  chap w i th  a  decept ive ly  vague
l i n e  o f  p a t t e r  t l - e t  m e  s e e ,  w h e r e  w a s  f ,  n o r n ' h o w  d i d  I  d o  t h a t  . . . "

He was very  easy  to  l i s ten  to  and i t  was  a  tempta t ion  to  jo in  in
the apparentJ-y casual-  chat,  but very soon the immensely precise and
careful  craftsman emerged and even tr is s implest strapes were arr ived
a t  w i t h  g e o m e t r i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l s .

Very thorotrgh wedging and sJ-apping prepares the clay r  which is arr
open one of low strr inkage to a.void cracking. The cutt ing is done
with a wire and two st icks marked every $ttrs of an inch, and the
sJ .abs  are  dr ied  in  the  open a i r  fo r  two hours  on  asbes tos  sheets .
They are rrever sandwiched and are turned only once. Should one of
t t rem warp ,  West  pu ts  a  pas t ry  board  on  i t  and s tands  on  i t .  Wl ten
J-ea ther  hard  the  sJ-abs  can be  s to red  indef in i te ly  in  po ly thene l  -  ' s .

Be io re  jo in ing ,  t t re  s labs  are  deep ly  scored w i th  a  sma11 p iece
of  wood w i th  na i l s  in  i t  and  t t re  jo in ing  s lu r ry ,  made f rom the  same
c1ay, is J. ike wlr ipped crearn. I t  is brrrshed on thickly and no coi ls are
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  j o i n s .  W e s t  t a p s  h i s  b o x e s  w i t h  a n  o l d  b u t t e r  p a t
and f ina l l y ,  when near ly  f i rm l  the  s lu r ry  i s  care fu l l y  c leaned o f f t
i n s i d e  a n d  o u t .
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The J - i t t J -e  round l ids  on  West ts  square  po ts  a re  l i ke  ha l f  a
tennis bal l ,  no knobs, and matt  gLazed. The decorat ions are sl ip
a n d  i n c i s e d .

During t l .e demonstrat ion the galJ-ery was occupied by a gang of noble
e i t i zens  mak ing  Jub i lee  decora t ions ,  bu t  a  quar te r  o f  t t re  way
ttrrougtr they fel l  s i lent and tnrng over the rai ls to look and l isten.

This was a most interest ing evening, instruct ive but not discouraging,
and lr lestts dedicat ion and hr:mor.rr  must malce him t tre perfect teacleer.  .
We l-earned t l rat  t leere are rro rules for s. lab pottery,  i t  may be

_ anything you want i t  to be, but accuracy, c leanl iness and intolerance
"  o f  any  mis take  means t l -a t  se l f -d isc ip l ine  is  essent ia l .  ' ^ i

RECIPES

CLav

Potc l -avs  red
SMD Bailclav

Quartz
Sa^rrd
Gorg

GLaze

Leeds F i rec lay  (o r  subs t i tu te )  20

25
4s

10
l_o
20

MON.A NOCKOLDS

c.c.
Quartz
Talc
Red Iron Oxide

44
2L
35
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