


Provisiona1 itinerary: From I{ATFORD JUNCTION

Amive Stoke

Arr lve Gladstone Pot tery

Luncb,

Leave Gladstone

2

Tr ip  to  S toke-on-Tres t  o rgan ised by  the  Gu i ld  to  inc lude a  v isL t  to  t i :e
GLADSTONE rork i .ng :  po t te ry  Eruseum.  Otb ,er  p laces  o f  in te res t  to  po t te rs ,
tbe i r  fami l ies  and f r iends .  ( f " r : r tb ,e r  deCai ls  to 'be  pub l ishec i  in  accor -
dance w i th  in te res t  and numbers)  ADULTS:  €4 .OO,  CHILDREN under  14 : .
!2 .OO.  Tenta t ive  da te  -  Monday 4 th  Apr i l  ( f i r s t  l tonday  o f  t l re  Eas ter
brea t<  f rom schoo l  in  Her ts .  )

8 . @  a . m .

1 O  .  @  4 . 8 .

1 O . 3 0  a . E .

1 2  2 . O O  p . m .

2 . O O  p . r ! .

2 . 1 5  p . r D o

.  3 . . 3 O  p . E t .

4 . 5 0  p . r ! .

5.3o  p . ! r .

P].eas e
s tamped
Dacorum
PbiJ. ip

DIAMO}TD REFRACTORIES

Leave D iamond Ref rac tor ies

Retur :e  to  S toke  Sta t ion  fo r
train leaving'

Arr ive l fat ford Junct ion

i nd i ca te  you r  i n te res t , i n  t h i s  t r i p  by
enve lope ,  con ta in ing  a  c rossed  cheque
& Cb. i l tern Pot ters  Gui ld  together  wi th

Leaper BY t'lARCH 4th.

s e n d i n g  a  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d ,
o r  P . O .  o a d e  o u t  t o

t h e  s l i o  b e l o w  t o

'l&, LurkRare
3D HnP6 ctt6s

?a krD
-  I '

Qurv$Ew" RcJag,tf,rlT
UrrOeq ca;Jftvc:.c*t-

FC.icuoot
-,

l'lnP ro
FRflMAS C1AB€

.scHooL,

Tnaee

Prsnilf 'ftrc

To: PHILIP LEAPER, 7 LAr\GLEY ROAD, ABBOTS LANGLpY, IIERTS.

N a - e :  . .  . . . . . . . . . .  T g 1 .  N o .  . . . . .  . . " '

A d d r e s s :  . .  . . . . .

Number  o f  Adu l t  p laces  a t  g4 .OO

N u m b e r  o f  C h i l d  p l a c e s  a t  € , 2 . O O

C h e q u e r / P . O .  e n c l o s e d  f o r  €
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Bedmond 'Sa l tg laze  K i ] .n .  Bu i ld ing  and F i r ing

Tbe plar:4ing meeting, held back in the June heatwave rras enthusiast ical ly
a t tended.  A  dec is ion  was made to  bu i ld  a  k i .Ln  based on  a  ca tenary  a rch ;

tb.e si te was cleared for the for-rndat ions and somewhat l imit ing number of
b r icks  were  accumula ted .

At  th is  s tage,  the  r *ho le  p ro jec t  looked l . i ke  founder ing  fo r  lack  o f
mater ia ls ;  p r inc ipa l l y  we needed b igh  tempera ture  br icks .  I t  sounded
l ikely t t rat  the clay from Ley Hi lJ.  would be moderately refactory '
w i tb .s tand ing  13OOr so ,  hav ing  Iearn t  the  rud iments  o f  b r ick  d ropp ing
during the Roman Ki ln project r  we began th.e task.

fni t ia l ly we dug, ma.rr l randled and transported about + ton of .cJ-ay from
one o f  t t re  d isused p i ts .  T?r .e  c rumbly  mater ia l  b reaks  down (a f te r
s iev ing  ou t  the  s tones)  rq -y  read i l y .  I , Ie  took  approx imateJ-y  two par ts
c lay  to  one par t  sawdust  ( to  improve t t re  insu la t ion  qua l i t ies  o f  the
b r i c k s ) ,  p o u r e d  i n  w a t e r  t o  m a k e  a  f a i r l y  s o f t  m i x t u r e .  W o o d e n  m o u l d s
forming  s ing le  b r icks  were  used.  A l l  t l r . i s  took  many weekends and a
la rge  labour  fo rce .

Ulhi le the br icks were under product ion, a member treard of a source of
I I  .T .  b r icks  and 2OO were  acg t r i red  fo r  a  modest  sum.  There  were  some
anxious moments with cars overloaded whi le crunctr ing over a glass-strerrn
yard .  These br icks  were  used fo r  the  ins ide  o f  t t re  k i ln .  (See Dan
Rhodes,  K i lns ,  P i tman fo r  ins t ruc t ions) .  For  the  ou ter  layer  and top
par t  o f  t l re  k iJ .n  raw,  re jec t  b r icks  a lso  f rom Ley  H i lJ .  were  used.

Ttre f i rst  f i r ing was intended to dry the ki ln and perh.aps to reach bisque
tempera t r l re .  No s la t ing .  Sump o i l  and burners  o f  a .  t ype  popu lar  a t
Har row were  used.  As  those par t i c ipa t ing  had been bo  busy  to  make any
pots ,  the  k i ln  was f i l l ed  r r i th  the  br icks  wh ich  t rad  been made.  Cones
were HO6 and I{O5. Ttre f i r ing was predictably slow and the temperature
stuck at about 8OO for four hours. This may have been due to the fuel
f low be ing  too  s low.  A  c t range to  para f f in  made a lJ .  t l re  d i f fe rence.
Maximum f i r ing temperature 'was about 95O. Impressions were that the
burners  wou ld  need mod i f i ca t ion  to  opera te  success fu l l y  n i th  sump o i l .
So  para f f in  was used fo r  the  second f i r ing .

Pr io r  to  th is  '  the  ins ide  o f  the  k i ln  and a ] . l  k i ln  f r : rn i tu re  were  coated
with a mixture of alumina and ctr ina c1ay. A few trast i ly made pots were
a s s e m b l e d  a n d  s l i p s  w e r e  a p p l i e d  a n d  i n t e r j - o r s  g l a z e d .  B o d i e s  u s e d
varied from St.  Thomases to Moira Buff  and l{at ts Blake and Bearrr  W.hite
Stoneware .  The se t t ing  was open due to  a  shor tage o f  she lves .  A f te r
l a s t  m i n u t e  a d d i t i o n  o f  c o n e s  0 6 ,  O 5 t 7 ,  8 ,  E b ,  9  a n d  b r i c k i n g - u p ,  t h e
f i r i n g  p r o c e e d e d .

7 .45  a .m . Star ted  f i res  w i th  wood ch imney end f i rs t ,  s lugg ish  fo r
20  -  JO rn inu tes .

8 . 1 5  a . m .  B o t t r  f i r e s  g o i n g  s t e a d i l y ,  s t o k i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  g e n t l e
i n c r e a s e  i n  t e m p e r a t u r e .  E x p 1 o s i o n s :  S t o k i n g  t o o  e n t h u s i a s t i c

' 1 1 . 4 5  a . m .  F i r s t  b u r n e r  l i t  ( p a r a f f i n  a n d  s u m p  o i l  m i x )

1 2  . 3 0  p .  m .  S e c o n d  b r : r n e r  t r i e d  .

1 2 , 4 5  p . m .  S e c o n d  b u r n e r  f i n a l t y  g o i n g .

3 , 5 O  p . m .  C o n e  0 5  d o w n . '

5 .OO p .E.  dxper imented w i th  a  swi r le rmLzer  and sump o iJ . .  Was enoug l .
oiJ- gett ing t t r . rougb.?

t



8 . 4 5  p o r ! .

9.35  p . tu .

1O.  15  p . rB .

10  . 27  p . rD .

1o . , 36  p . rBo

10 .50  p . r ! .

1  t .  1O  p .Eo

11  . 30  p .E .

11  , 35  p .  Do .

12 .3O  a , .m .

- '4

Cone 7 dorn and cone 8 on ttre

Sal t ing s tar ted (e naf f -pound
each br : r r rer  por t ) .

2  Lbs of  sa l . t  in  each por t .

2  J .bE of  sa l t  ln  eac l r  por t .

2 1bs of sal.t  ln eaclr. port.

2  Ibs of  sa l t  in  eac l r  por t .

2  lbs of  sa1t  ia  each por t .

way.

bags of crtrde road salt in

4 lbs  o f  sa l t  in  each por t .  G laze  on  po ts  g leaming.

O x i d i s i n g  s o a k .

Shut dorrn.

Tlre f ir ing used approximately 34 gallons of paraff in and 5* e{lons of
su l lp  o i l .  Tota l  f i r ing t ime t5f ,  hor . rs .

Tbe ki ln real ly needed three days to cool rather t l -an t t re two i t  was
g iven so  i t  was  rea l l . y  qu i te  bo t  wben opened.  The resu l ts  ind ica ted
that temperature throughout the ki ln was fairJ.y uniform but tbe distr i -
bu t ion  o f  sa l t  was  no t  good.  T t re  most  d ramat ica l l y  a f fec ted  po ts  were
tb .ose  f rom t l re  mldd1e o f  the  k i ln  be tween t l .e .sa l - t  por ts  and the  f lue
of the chirrney. Tbe br ickwork around the sal t  ports was thick with gLaze,
rather a crude and rrastefuJ. system for applying sa1t.  At tbe top of the
k i1n ,  the  e f fec ts  o f  tbe  k iJ .n  were  Eore  aus tere ,  a l .most  B izen.  The
var ious  bod ies  and s l ips  reac ted  d i f fe ren t ly  to  the  sa l . t ;  r i cb .  dark
uot t led  orange pee l  on  tb .e  S t .  Thomasts  body  (sor "  o f  wh ic l r  had b loa ted . )
a rarm p ink  pear ly  resu l ts  on  th .e  bes t  o f  the  W.B.B.  wh i te ,s toneware  wt r i le
soc ta  o f  t t re  less  sa l ty  p ieces  had a  p leasant ly  a t rs te re  Lus t rous  sb .eenn

Unfor tunate ly ,  i t  vas 'no t  poss ib le  to  f i re  t } .e  k i ln  aga in  un t i l  Nowember .
The f i r ing  was very  p ro longed.  T t :e  resu l ts  uneven.  Cone 7  d id  no t  s lump.
Sa l t .  d is t r ibu t ion .  vas  aga in  r lneven.

At  a  pos t  mor tem meet ing ,  i t  was  suggested  t t ra t  rnore  peop le  s t rou ld  be
invo lved -  p lease do  fee l  f ree  to  jo in  in  the  pro jec t .  I {e  € l re  a1 l
f inding out as we go along and t l .e Eore t t re merr ier,  part icular ly on
t l .e packing or overnight f i r ing stages. I t  is hoped that the next
f i r ing r .r iJ-J.  take place on Satr:rday 15th January L977, packir :g ' the ki l -n
t l re previous week, Satr:rday Sth Januar-y.  I f  you wish to obtain further
information nearer tb.e t ime ei t t rer pb.one l tary Ann SpiJ.man, Kings Langley
63ZZl  o r  send sXamped addressed pos t  card  to  M.A.  Sp i tman,  Bed,uond H i ] - l
H o u s e  P i m l i c o ,  H e m e L  H e m p s t e a d .  ( f . o r  n e x t  t i n e  E d )

Get pott ing now and given t l le numbers we can have a f i r ing every month
or two weeks l ' r i th 'groups of 2-3 people strar ing the ki ln and the vork.

J+l+ *l+i+*JeJ€ *rt*JT t+lt j* tt.|f Je.* *J( rt j+'+ *



5

FOR SALE OR EXCHA}IGE

Rates  1Jp  pe r  l i ne .  Sna l l  L l l us t ra t i ons  poss ib le .

For Sale: 13t '  Cast lron lr lh.ee1b.ead in as new condit ion. Morse taper
f i t t i ng .  Cos t  new.  113 .2O.  WiJ . l  accep t  C lO  o r  exchange  W.H.Y .

PNK BaJ.J. Clay irr * cwt quantit ies - f ,3 per cwt.
Grays f  Ket tec I  A2.50 per  cr* t  .
I fanted pug mi I l  and wad box.  Ed Broadbr idge address on cover .

QuiJ.L brustres for decorating pottery.
Cut  l iners 5Op.  Pointed shaders 5Op
Square Banders 5Op
Send Stamped addressed enwelope wi tb  orders to  P.  Leaper ,  f  Langr-ey
Road ,  Abbo ts  Lang ley ,  Her t s .

I f i re  racks for  sa l .e  5Op each.  Approx.  s iZe 1r  x  4t  su i tab le for
s torage or  dry ing green r rare .  16 sect ions.  Buyer  co l lects  f rom
P. Leaper ,  Ar t  Dept .  l  Francis  Combe Scbool ,  Garston,  Wat ford.

GI,AZES A
Uhi te

25

2

B
Pa]-e
Greenislr
Yel] .ow

6z

20

6
10

2

15

15

50
20

c
Oatmea].
to Brown

5O3,sh

Cornistr Stone 50
Feldspar

D o l o m i t e

Wlriting

F].int

Ba l l  C lay

Ch,ina Clay

Iron

SLIPS

Corn i sh  S tone  15

FeJ-dspar

FLint

Bal.J- Cl-ay

China Clay

DE
I{}rite to Pink Pink to Tfarm Red

10
' lo

5o

15

10

5o

BERNARD LEACH RETROSPECTIVE

Tt re  V ic to r ia  and A lber t  Museum is  p leased to  announce the  presenta t ion
of  a  ma jor  museum re t rospec t ive  t l .e  f i rs t  to  be  he ld  in  th is  count ry

of . the work of Bernard Leactr.  I t  is part icularJ.y apt in this,  t lee
year  o f  h is  90 th  b i r t t rday ,  and Jub i lee  Year  s ince  Leac t r  i s  the  most
h igh ly  honoured c ra f  tsman in  any  f  ie1d ,  be ing  s ince  L973 a  compan ion
of honour.  Ttre exhibi t ion wi l l  run frono Jrd Marctr  to 8th May L977,
i n  r o o m  4 8 E  o f  t h e  V  &  A .  A d n i s s i o n  w i t l  b e  4 O p .
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For  Fear  o f  Empr iness  !  -

Sign your nane (witb sloppy powder paints on hal. f  a large street
of paper)t  Do i t  again, only t l r , is t ime f i l l  in tb,e backgror: :ed,
leaving yotr  s igrratr :re,  the negat ive version, on the otb.er b.al f
of  th.e paper.  Imagine yourself  doing t t r is on your knees in Cbrlst
Clurrctr  8a11, Radlett ,  surounded by 149 otb.er eager scr ibblers and
you l rave  go t  t t re  scene f rom Kennetb  C1.ark rs  t 'Po t  Decora t ingr t  sess ion
oa January 17ttr i  .

Tleis opening scene might have J.eft  the 
-najor i ty 

of eager part ic ipants
feel ing very negat ive regarding t l reir  own prowess for decorat ing.
But Kenneth Clark turned tb,e papers into. posi t ive proof that an
h o n e s t ,  s i m p l e  d e c o r a t i o n  c a n  b e  e x t r e u e l y  e f f e c t i v e .  B u t  p r a c t i c e l
Prac t ice  on  t l .e  po t ts  d imens ion  no t  on  f la t  paper  ( r " :ap  the  paper
around a  po t  o r  cy l inder ) .

-  Decora t ions  are  coomunica t ion ,  sa id  Kenneth  C1ark .  Ear ly  po ts
v e r e  d e c o r a t e d  f r o m  f e a r  o f  e u p t i r r e s s ,  4  d e s i r e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e .  I n
today ts  wor ld  o f  uass  conn lun ica t ion  a t  a l l  leve ls  we have los t  the
a b i l i t y  t o  s e e ,  o b s e r v e  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e  o u r  i m p r e s s i o n s  i n  a  b a s i c ,
s i n p l e ,  d e c o r a t i v e  t n a n n e r ,

S l i d e s '  p h o t o s  a n d  i t e m s  o f  p o t t e r y  f r o m  t h e  s p e a k e r r s  c o l l e c t i o n
iJ. lustrated t t re rr langrrage of decorat lonn and strowed that pot
d e c o r a t i o n  t r u s t  b e  " s i m p l e  a n d  t r o n e s t  t o  m a k e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  s t a t e m e t l t r ' .

So  en t t rus ias t i c  and insp i r ing  wa.s  Kenneth  C lark ,  t t ra t  the  sess ion
seemed fa r  too  shor t  and n igh t  eas i l y  have tu rned in to  a  seminar
inc lud ing  tech .n iques  t rad  no t  an  energet ic  commi t tee  swept  l i te ra l l y

tbe last l ingering members out approximately one bour J.ater than
planned I

Bulk Buving of C].av

Ife want to know i f  t t lere is suff ic ient demand for c lay to warrant
some bu lk  buy ing .  P lease send in  a  comple ted  fo rm to  enab le  us  to
a s s e s s  t t r e  p o t e n t i a l .

a  a  a  a  a  o  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  o  a  a  a  a  a  o  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a .  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a .  a  a  a  a  a  a  a

To :  M .  F ie ld t rouse
Nor th f i e ld  S tud io
Tring

(" )  l fhat  bodies do you use and wl. ich qual i ty? a  a  a  a  a a .  a  a  a  a  a .  a a  a  a  a

r  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a .  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a .  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a  a  a  a .

/ . \( b )  S o u r c e  o f  P u r c t r a s e  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .

( " )  W o u l d  y o u  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  r  o n  t b e  r i g h t  t e r m s ,  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  a
buJ.k purclrase arrangenent.
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rPOTTERY DECORATION" by Thooas Shafer t6o  pp  8 f , "  x .  11 ' r
Pituan Publish'ing t8. lO

Dora  B l11 ing ton ,  one o f  Br i ta in ts  mqst  famous po t te rs ,  wro te  tb 'a t

the maker of a pot sh,ould al.so be the decorator. There are Eta:ay

potters in t l re world wb.o carr,  and do, produce excel ' lent ly shaped

vessels;  but i t  uust be admitted tb,at there are real ly only few

rrbo can decorate their  ovn pottery to th.e sane blgh standards.

Oae carx spend tnany hours discussiag tlris statement and, also the

reasogE for poor decorat lon by so Ea:ry urodern potters and students.
Perh.aps one reason is tb.at t t rere has been grossly insuff lc iant

l i teratr .rre upon the subject

Now,  we no  longer  can l lave  th . i s  rexcuser .  An exce l len t  book  t ras  been
wr i t ten  dea l in l  ' r r i th ,  a red  r i th  on lv ,  the  decora t ion  o f  po t te ry .

T [ere  are  two main  par ts  to  tb . i s  book :  One,  Scu lp tu ra l  decora t ion
and Two,  Co lour  decora t ion .

The f i rst  part  begins, apt ly so r  r* i tb,  the forming process of the
pottery. Many marks made by tlrrowing and trimuing or tur:ring cat!
be  most  decora t lve .  Tb .E reader  i s  to ld  h ,ow to  spot  these and emphas ize
theLr  a t t rac t i veness .  These 1ead on  na tura l l y  to  carved decora t ion t
whictr  can be regarded somerrbat as t t re reverse of impressed decorat ion.
Bot l r .  t t rese  ne thods  ean be  emp.Loyed.us ing  ver :y  s i rnp le  too ls r  s ta r t ing
f rom bas ic  des igns  and lead ing  up  to  wonder fu l .  coup lex  decora t ion .
Added decora t ion ,  o r  app l ied  ornamenta t ion ,  and the  accentua t ion  o f
scu lp tu ra l  decora t ion  fo rms the  remainder  o f  the  f i rs t  par t  o f  the
book. fn alJ.  of  th. is part  t t rere are many excel lent ly produced
pbotograpt rs  o f  some o f  the  wor ld fs  scu lp tu ra l l y  decora t ive  works  o f
po t te ry  a r t ,  anc ien t  and modern .  A lL  the  photographs  are  in  b lack
and rrh. i te and quite large, some even larger than the or iginal  vessel.
There are severa1 l ine drawings of s imple tools,  most of wb. ich could
be made qu i te  s inp ly .

Tbe second par t  o f  tb .e  book  beg ins  w i . th  a  sec t ion  on  s l ips ,  undergJ .aze
pa in t ing  and ing laze  or  ma jo l i ca  decora t ion .  Th is  i s  foJ .J .owed by  a
sec t :Lon on  overg laze  ena-e ls  and lus t res .  A11 tbese sec t ions  l rave
col lect ively beaut i f r : , l  exa'?rples shown in colour,  which br ings out t l .e
fu l1  e f f ,ec t  o f  bo th  tb .e  h is to r ica l .  and the  modern  uas terp ieces . .

A  ga ther  b r ie f  end ing  o f  the  book  teJ . l s  o f  spec ia l i sed  tecb .n igues ,
such as  us ing  a i r  b rushes  and scree l r -p r in t ing  mater i .a l .s .  A  fa i r
descr ip t ion  o f  these techn iques  has  been g iven,  bu t  f  feeJ .  tha t  i f
a  po t te r r  teac} .e r  o r  s tudent ,  p ro fess iona l -  o r  auateur ,  l : .as  no t  used
th .em before ,  a  l i t t le  Eore  in fo rmat ion  may be  needed.  Hqwever ,  I
w i l l  h .as ten  to  add tha t  a  de ta i led  and e lass i f ied  b ib l iograp t ry  i s
given pr ior to the index - and this l ist  gives many tecb.nical  book
t i t ] .es  on  a ] . l  tb .e  sub jec ts  ment ioned.  as  we l ] .  a  on  t r i s to r ica l  and
m o d e r n  a e s t h e t i c  p o t t e r y .

By  f  work ing  th rough '  t t r i s  book  a  po t te r  can  f ind  h is  owt r  d .e io ra t ion
lmage w i t l r in  tb .e  enormous ly  w ide  range o f  decora t ive  techn iques .  As
Tt romas Shafer  says  in  h is  p re face ,  "Good decora t ion  need no t  be
subord ina te  to  the  fo rm but  shou ld  enhance i t " .

S tan  Romer



8

SATI]RDAY AT PENDLEY

fn  our  t rouse le t te rs  make t t re  ear ly  morn ing ' tnore  p leasant  w i t t r  i t s
preoccupat ion  w i th  cu t t ing  sandwiches  and bo iL ing  eggs ;  we ea t
t b o u s a n d s  o f  t h e m .  T t r e  e d i t o r r s  l e t t e r ,  r e q u e s t i n g  a  r e p o r t ,  w a s
no except ion ,  espec ia . I l y  when I  read tha t  "Severa l .  Gu i ld  members  th ink
tha t  I  wou ld  be  the  bes t  cbap to  do  the  r r r i te -up" .  Wel l  tba t ts  cheer ing .

So ] re re  I  am on a  s leeper  to  Scot land r  the  co ldes t  n igh t  fo r  fo r ty
years  and t ry ing  to  reca l l  the  events  o f  t t r ree  weeks  ago.  I  can
reca l l  F r iday  even ing 's  C l r inese ta lk ,  o r  was  i t  Japanese? And
Sunday 's  p ic tu res  about  Ind ians .  I  s t iL l  donf t  know the  d i f fe rence
betrreen red ones and brorrn ones. Elowever,  wlrat t rappened orx
Saturday? I  know I didnrt  stay at Pendley on Friday night and
those wtro slept at  Pendley for a pound must have made t t le bargain
o f  t t re  year .  D id  they  ge t  b reak fas t  as  we l l?

f  have an unJrappy knack of recal l ing events in total 'and not in
de ta i l .  C lear ly r  had you g iven me any  idea be fore t rand t1 .a t  you  wou ld
ask  me fo r  a  rp ic tu rer  o f  Sat r . r rday ,  I  vou ld  have made a  few notes  fo r
t l le  canvas :  so  you must  expec t  to  rece ive  f rom me a  repor t  o f  t t re
th ings  w l r i ch  s t ruck  me most  fo rc ib ly .

I fe  a r r i ved  a t  9 .3O &. rx .  to  f ind  t t re  c lass  assembl ing ,  t l .e  f ron t
seats  p resumably  t rav ing  been occup ied  a l . l -  n ig t r t .  M ike  Dodd s ta r ted
the  ba l l  ro l l ingr  oF shou ld  I  say  the  c lay  t l row ing ,  bu t  no t  be fore
Murray at tl.e back of ttre ?raJ-J. and Mike at the front trad expJ.ained
h.ow they had made a pigts eetr of  the arrangements to provide Mike
w i t t r  d e c e n t  c l a y .

Jus t  to  ch .eer  up  our  gues t  demonst ra to r r  the  whee l  worked in  the
reverse  d i rec t i -on  to  tha t  he  vas  accus tomed to .  H is  own whee l  i s
o f  the  cont inenta l  var ie ty ,  d r iven  by  one 1eg and s topped by  t t re
o t h e r .  T h e  f l y w t r e e l  i s  a  b i g  l u m p  o f  c o n c r e t e .  V e r y  e f f e c t i v e .
Mike pul led pots as i f  they grew out of t l .e wheel l .ead and even
managed to make us laugh by speeding up the wheel with a truge pot on
t h e  h e a d .

At  th is  po in t  f  had to  ask  the  lady  s i t t ing  on  my shou lders  i f  she
vou ld  mind  tak ing  her  handbag ou t  o f  my eyes .  I t  was  suggested  tha t
the  demonst ra t ion  shou ld  be  in  t t re  midd le  o f  the  ha l l  bu t  i t  was
pointed out by Murray t t rat  this would take t tre enjoyment out of
f igh t ing  fo r  a  p lace  near  the  f ron t .  He need no t  have wor r ied .
The f ron t i -e rsmen le f t  the i r  kn i t t ing  on  t te  ea ts  to  ensure  te r r i -
t o r i a l  r i g h t s .

rnev i tab ly  ques t ion  t ime brought  some s t range requests .  can  you
make a jel1y mould? But Mike is too o1d a campaigrrer to be caug1-t
w i t h  t h i s  o n e .  r l a t e r ' ,  h e  s a i d .  A 1 1  g o o d  f u n .

Geof f rey  Eas top  was b i l led  to  ta lk  on  decora t ing .  He banded.  a  po t
or  two very  exper t l y  and to ld  us  the  d i f fe rence be tween Japanese
and Ct r inese brushes .

About this t ime Ray, our Chairman, found tr . imself  with 20 minutes to
spare  be fore  lunc t r .  Kev in  was summoned.  Now Kev in  i s  f rom Stoke.
He has  to  work  fo r  a  l i v ing  a t  t t re  G lads tone,  no  less .  Wi th  a l l
the panache of t r is 20 good-looking years he ups to t} .e wheel a.rrd
makes one je f l y  mou1d.  He was good va lue  fo r  money and shou ld  be
. i n v i t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  l r i s  o t h e r  s k i l l s .  D i n n e r t i m e .
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In t t re afternoon, I  remember 'c1ear1y, most people went for aJI

organised wa1k. They went to see a windoi l l '  or i t  may lrawe been
a waterwheel and for a ramble along tlre banks of ttre canal. tlx.e
deoonstrators Mike, Danny and Kevin used t tre after: loon to prepare

for  the  nex t  deoonst ra t ion  and joy  o f  ioys  I  had a  f ron t  sea t l
wh.at an afternoon with such charming chaps. We went mushrooming
and they lgrewal l  t l .e fungi.  Tbey picked t lnk Capsr and we also
forr ld sweet chestnuts and some windfal l  apples. Dannyr ol l r  J.oco]

Guru ,  s ta r ted ' the  a f te rnoon w i th  a  qu ick f i re  sess ion  o f  l ra : rd le
pul l ing ( I  reckon he had t trem up his sleeve) and he cont inued to
?nr 'a.ze and amuse us r i th his maJry talents.

Next r le were treated to a demonstrat ion by Murray of s l iptrai l ing,
al . l  of f  the cuff  -  of  coursei J !  Now Murray is a r i ly bird and
showed us hor.r  to sl ip-traiJ- a pansy. Of course i t  was a long t ime
siace lre trad done any trai l - ing and so he made a mess of the f i rst
one.  T t ren  t re  p roduced a  br i l l i an t  red  ind5-an headdress .  He must
b . a v e  p r a c t i s e d  i t  a l l  w e e k  b e c a u s e  I  s t i l t  c a n t t  d o  i t .

Th .e  earJ .y  even ing ,  tha t  i s  up  un t iJ .  10  orc lock  $as ,  I  be l ieve t
ca l . led  ' se l f - l r .e1p '  .  M ike  Dodd showed in  de ta iJ .  the  mechan ics  o f
his wheel and talked about plumber blocks and thrust bearings as
i f  they  were  an  eweryday  top ic  in  h is  po t te ry .

Need less  to  say  we had a l l  the  usua l  ques t ions .  On reduc t ion  and
ox id is ing ,  on  Buf f  and Mix t r : re  r  on  pre ferences  and d is l i kes .  A l f
answered witb.  r igb.t  good lrunour and expert ise.

From a l l  the  exc i t ing  ewents  o f  the  day  and w i th  the  loca l  ta len t
show s t i l1  to  come,  I  remember  most  v iv id ly  the  p ic tu res  wt r i ch
Mike strowed oftr is pottery and ki l -ns and pots. I t  was so encouraging
to  know tha t  even pro fess iona l  po t te rs  can make mis takes .  I fha t
courage,  what  a  po t te r  and wha. t  a  Saturday .

Arttrur Ba].l

ST'NDAY ASIERNOON AT PENDLEY

Engl istr  Country Pottery -  Henry Hammond

South  Amer ican Pot te ry  Cot t ie  BurJ -and

.I lenry Hammond is a rnan with a keen interest in pottery as a tradi t iona1
count ry  c ra f t  and h is  exce l len t  ta lk  wh ic t r  vas  bo t t r  in te res t ing  and
authorat ive conf irmed t tr is.  Henry was a student of Stai te Murrays
at the Royal coLlege of .A.r t .  But tre began by tel l ing us how h.e
left  t t re army at t t re end of t l .e war and became a part- t ime potter
and teacher .  T l ren  he  went  to  S toke-on-Trent  fo r  a  shor t  course  and
obviously fel l  in love with t t re pJ.ace for he returned on ! : tur,rnerou.s
occas ions .  T t re  nex t  w is i t ing  p lace  was down the  we l l - t rodden pa t l .
to  .S t .  I ves  and Bernard  Leach and Michae l  Cardew.  And f ina l - l y ,  to
West  Sur rey  Co l lege o f  Ar t  where  he  is  now head o f  t t r ree-d imens ionaL
de s igrr .

His f i rst-hand account of th.e WrecklesLram pottery was lavistr ly
i l l us t ra ted  w i th  s l ides  o f  th .e  young Mr .  Har r is  in  ac t ion  on  t t re
.po t te rs  ^wt ree l . .  The po t te ry  was founded in  1923 bu t  i s  now in

so".&F'.f f",iafrl"'"J*se,po....f, ld.o*fj]if "fi;,11.0";"._;fjilr;r.#"35fi;#l;""
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were  a lso  par t - t ime bu i lders  p roduc ing  a l l  o f  t t re i r  own br icks
and t i les. This wast in addit ion to making a wide range of farm
and domest ic  po t te ry .  The r :n i t  o f  c lay  measurement  a t  the  po t te ry
was the  tcas t '  (approx  40  lbs )  and a l l  i tems made were  expressed as
be ing  6Z to  the  cas t ,  and so  on .  The k i ln  vas  f i red  w i t t r  coa l
r :n t i l  the  la te  5Os bu t  nov  o i l  i s  t t re  o rder  o f  the  day .  Faggots  o r
bav ins  were  a lso  used in  the  days  o f  coa l .  The g taze  used a t  the
pot te ry  cons is ted  o f  lead  ox ide  and t t re  sweep ings  f rom tbe  vorksh .op
f loor and was usual ly appl ied v ' i th a large b:rrsh.

Cott ie Burland is a wel l -known antbropologist  and an autbori ty on
South  Amer ican Pot te ry .  He shor red  us  s l ides  o f  Pueb lo  Ind ian  po ts .
He described t tre aff in i ty of the Indians wit t r  natr :re their
dependance on the elements and natr:ral  ptrenomena. This is ref lected
in  the i r  po t  decora t ion .  A11 the  examples  wt r i c t r  Cot t ie  showed were
handbu i l t  (most ly  co lJ .ed  bu t  some wi th  mouLded spouts ,  e tc .  )  T t re
wt ree l  d id  no t  a r r i ve  in  South  Amer ica  un t i l  pos t -Co lumbtan t imes
when t tre spaniards overan th.e country.  ?he sl ides of Mexican and
Peruv ian  po ts  were  a lso  very  in te res t ing .  Nazca po t te ry  w i th  i t s
po lychrome s l ip  tec le r r ique is  a  cons tan t  source  o f  fasc ina t ion  fo r
rn€r TIre forms are beaut i ful ,  t t re colours subt le and tb.e surfaces
burnished and pol istred in t t re hands of museum staff  to perfect ion.
Cot t ie  descr ibed cer ta in  decora t ive  e lements  in  th .e  Nazca des igns

the troptr .y heads symbol ic of power. Ttre dead in the concept ion
of  the  Nazca vere  in te rmed iar ies  be tween the  J - iv ing  and the  powers
o f  beyond.  The sk i11  o f  th .e  Nazca po t te r  lay  no t  on ly  in  t r i s
cont ro l  over  h is  techn ique w i t l r .  po lyc t r rome s l ips  bu t  a lso  in  abs t 'a^ t ing
h is  very  l im i ted  vocabu lary  o f  des ig r r  mot i fs  in  an  or ig ina l  and
a t t r a c t i v e  v a y .  T h e  l a s t  o f  C o t t i e r s  s l i d e s  w e r e  o f  m o r e  d e g e n e r a t e
work of the Huari Empire.

T h e r e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  f i l m  ' I s a a c  B u t t o n  o f  S o i l  H i f l  P o t t e r y r .  T h i s
c lass ic  i s  about  an  Eng l ish  count ry  po t te ry  near  Ha l i fax .  The rock
summi t  o f  So i l  H i l l  s ta r r .ds  132t ;^  fee t  above sea leve l .  Be low t } le
rock  l ies  a  shaLe bed and beneath  th is  a t  var ious  1eve ls  a re  beds
of  c lay  in te rspersed w i th .  t t r ree  th in  seams o f  ou tc rop  coa l .  The
coa l  has  remained und is tu rbed fo r  many years  bu t ,  un t i l -  1965,  Isaac
But ton '  the  so le  surv ivor  o f  t t re  th ree  genera t ions  o f  po t te rs  a t
So i l  H i I l ,  dug  the  c lay .  A l l  th .e  c lay  used a t  t t re  po t te ry  was dug
on the si te.  Ttre f i lm was made by Robert  Fournier strortJ.y before
t t re  po t te ry  c losed.  I t  i s  ava i lab le  fo r  sa le  o r  t r i re  tb rough Jon
A n d e r s o n ,  1 2  C t r a s e  H i 1 1 ,  E n f i e l d ,  M i d d l e s e x .  I t  i s  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e
and is  .s i len t .  I  hoped tha t  one o f  our  more  exper ienced members
would give a comnerrtary w-i th the f i lm as this could have been
benef ic ia ] .  to  the  r :n in i t ia ted .  T t re re  i s  an  ar t i c le  about  the  So i l
H i L l  p o t t e r y  i n  P o t t e r y  Q u a r t e r l y  N o .  2 9  ( 1 9 6 2 ) .

Ed Broadbridge
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PLAM OF POTTER.S WTTEELS rN CERAI!!C-L!!$,ATURI'}-

POTTERY bv Jolvon Hofst 'ed 1972 Tradit ional Normandy wtreel
s .  Page  76 -

ILLUSTRATED DICTIONARY Of. PRACTTCAL POmeRY by Robert Fou

3 Ptrotograptrs of Leach, type cranked
tray. Some

kick wlreeJ- of sophist icated
c onstruc tion triangtrlar
Page 123.

useful  general .  information.

POT'IERY bv Murray Fie].dhouse 1952 Scal.e drawing of t radi t ional
ck with sguare traY. Page 38 to 39'

POIIERY M.O,ICINC .A.l{D OECORATING Uv neeinala Uarrow 1957 Sc?].e drawing
are  t iaY.  Page 85 .

POTTERY I1AKING by Denise an{ Rosemary Wren 1952 Drawing with some
using tradi t ional

J-eattrer bearings. Page 24.

PIONEER POTTERY bv Michael Cardew 1969 Much useful genera].
in fo rmat ion .  P lan  and sec t ion  o f  Normandy w l ree l  no  d imens ions .
2 plans and sect ions of cranked kick bar wtreel with separate
d i m e n s i o n s .  P a g e s  2 1 7  2 2 5 .

A BOOK OF PO Sketc t r  and descr ip t ion
ittr crank in straft and kick

bar .  D imens ions  o f  vork ing  par ts  f rame bu iL t  to  su i t  ind iv idua l .
P a g e  5 4 .

CERAMIC HANDBOOK by llynan 1953 Rudimentary kick wheeJ- stand up no
pt ion  and some d imens io l rs  r  4  photo-

graphs. Power wheel.  of  spl i t  puJ. ley type. I  photograptr of  urrder-
side showing pul ley arrangement,  metb.od of cal .cuJ.at ing, motor size
g iven.  Pages 

'94  
97  .

EXPERIMENTING WIfiI POTTERY bv Dawid Green l-97'1 Drawings of
t rad i t iona l  hand and k ick  whee ls .  Genera l i sed  descr ip t ion ,  l in i ted
s p e c i f i c  d a t a .  P a g e s  5 3  5 5 .

PRACTICAL POTTERY bv Jenlcins 1941 Draw' ing with dimensions of k ick
wb.eel uncranked type w.i th slop tray. Detai led plan and dimensions
of  s tand up  c ranked t read le  type .  Pages 160 164.

I

POTTERY QUARTERLY 34 Ar t i c le  B i l l  Read 1971 E lec t r i c  po t te rs  wt ree l
s p l i t  p u 1 1 e y  t y p e .  D e t a i l e d  d r a w i n g s .  D i m e n s i o n s ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  p a r t s  l i s t .  P a g e  4 2 ,

BIIJLDING POTTPRY EQUIPMENT bv Kolb 1975 Welded frame wheel.
D e t a i l e d  d r a w i n g s ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  p a r t s  1 i s t .  D e t a i J . s  o f  m o i o r
J - inkage fo r  t l .e  scu f f  f l y -wt ree l .  P ipe  f rame whee l .  P1ans,  spec i -
f i ca t ions  and par ts  l i s t  l r i th  de ta i1s  o f  motor  l inkage to  scu f f
f l y  whee l .  Var iab le  speed power  whee l  us ing  a  DC motor  and we lded
f r a m e .  D e t a i l e d  d r a w i n g s ,  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  p a r t s  l i s t .
Anci l lary informatj-on prowided on the rnaking of s lop trays ,  fLy
whee ls  and whee l  l reads .  the  wheeJ.s  a re  no t  par t i cu la r ly  a t t rac t i ve
in  appearance.  Th is  cou ld  no  doubt  be  remedied  by  the  maker .
P a g e s  2 6  7 1 .

THE WORLD OF JAPANESE CERAI' f ICS bv Sanders 1957 Drawings of t radi-
t iona l  Japanese t rand an-d  k ick  whee ls  w i th  descr ip t ions  o f  par ts  bu t
n  o - -a  imens i .ons  .  Pages 5S 58 .
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PLAIVS OT WITEELS AVAILABLE FROM:
COSIRA, 35 Camp Road, Wimbledon, London S If 19
Leacb.  Pot tery ,  St .  Ives,  Cornwal .J-
8111 Read,  Claycrr t ters ,  Sheep Street ,  Wins low,  Bucks
David 8allantyne, 2 eherton Fa.ru Road, Highcli f fe, Hants
Rosemary Wrenl Tbe O=shott Pottery, Oxshott, Srrrey

tlre Continent?l or Monentr:m Uhegl

Tbe continental or Momentr:m type wh,eel is '  operated, by kicking
directly oa to the f lywb.eel. Tleis f lyrrheel usually weigh,s 90 lbs
or Eore. tbe princlpal of this type of rh,eel has been proven
through centr:r ie3 of use, tbe Egyptians bej.ng credited rrJ'th. i ts
origi:r.  The wlr,eel provides an eff icient Eeans of throwing ri th. onJ.y
an occasional  pust r  f rom the pot ter ts  foot  be ing necegsary.  Relax ing
to use r tb,e wlreel is quiet and vibration-free, has inf inite].y variabJ-e
speedr costs nothing to rr::r,  and can be buil t  for a few por:nds. It  bas
much.  to  recommend l tsEl f  to  s tud io pot ters ,  teact rers  and arnateur
potters. Mike Dodd uses suclr a wheel in his own worksb.op.
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For some t ime t l re Gui ld has been committed to tb.e intent ion of
establ istr ing an atr thent ic working display area for t radi tLonal
Engl ish Pottery including hand t i le and br ick making at the
Pitstone Archaeological  and I l istor ical  Museum but have so far
onJ.y given a number of pract ical .  demonstrat ions at t l re Museum
Open Days .

U[a t  i s  a t  p resent  needed is  the  fo rmat ion  o f  a  p rac t ica l  s tudy
group who have an lnterest in t t re archaeoLog: ical  and histor ical
a s p e c t s  o f  E n g l i s h  p o t t e r y ,  M u s e u m  d i s p l a y  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n ,
acquisi t ion, manufacture and repair  of  t t re tradi t ional i tems a.rrd
arrarxgements for c lay wash, ing, br ick maker t  s bencb, palettes,
tradi t ional f lowepot malcerrs wh.eeJ. and the bui lding pertraps of a
med ieva l  t i l e  k i ln  s t rcb  as  was used by  tbe  producers  o f  the  t i les
in Pitstone Cl.urcl- and tb.e tiles found at Tring Ctrurctr which are
now in the Victor ia and Albert  and Bri t isb Musel l r t rs.

Vo lun teers  fo r  th is  work  a re  to  ge t  in  touc l r  w i t t r  Derek  Tat te rsa l l
o r  Ph i l ip  Leaper .

FRIDAY 4th MARCH 8.OO p.rn. - POTTERY QIIIZ

Members l  Come a long and en joy  the  Qu iz .  P i t  your  w i ts  aga ins t  t t re
I tPro fessors r r .  La ter  on  you, t11  have a  chance to  ask  gg  ques t ions .
In  the  meant ime,  so lve  the  fo lJ -owing  the  f i rs t  le t te r  o f  each.
ans t re r  spe l l s  ou t  t t re  r radn iss ion  pr ice  !  r r

c lue :  t '@n

1 .  SJ. ip on o .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  r  .  .  .  .  .  
:  

.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

2 .  A  2 0  q u a r t  b i b l i c a l  k i n g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3 .  S g a . l - g d  g a r t h  . . o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4 .  T e a  c e r g m o n y  w a r e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5 .  U s e  t t r i s  t o  g l a z e  a f e r  f i r i n g  . . . . e  , . . . .

5 .  f t l i s  f i t s  b o t h  m o u l d  p i e c e s  -  p r e c i s e l y  . . . . . . .
I 

l o a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

7 .  Eas te rn  c lay? a a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a .  a  a  a  t  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a

8. Po t t i ng  by  f o r c i ng  t he  c l ay  t o  make  po t s  . .  . . . .
a .  a a a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a .  a  a  a  a  a  a .  a .  a  a . .  a  a  a  a  a  a

T t r i s  c J - a y  s h o u l d  k e e p  y o u r  c l o t h e s  c l e a n  . . . . . .
. a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a

S w i n t o n  w a r g  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

V e r y  t h i n  c } - i n a .  L a i d  o n  t l e e  t a b J - e ?  . . . . . . .  o .

2 .

3.
a  a  a  a  a a  a  a  a a  a a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a  a

1 .
ffi

4. N o n - v i t r e o u s ,  o p a q u e ,  c e r a m i c  w a r e  . . . .  .  . .  . . .  .  .

(6 nartcs )



- l

t \

-  14  -

CLIIES TO QU-IZ TICI(3T CROSSI{ORD I(3Y

Across

1. National. ceranic g?oup initial.J.y

3. Rock rr i tb. pleasr:rer rurlse and h,esitate. Are you going tbere
in ApriJ.? See Newsletter for detaiJ.s.

4.  Test -co lor . r r  for  non-porous (Z)  ceramics;  but  Bever  say i t t

6 .  You should be able to  do th is !  I t  w i l l  make a so lut ion.

Dorrrc,

1. Tlr is foreman pJ.acer doesnrt coEte from lceland; sor:nds
flshy. Pay rr lren you get i ' t .

2 .  Clay,  J . ike r ine,  improves wi th  th is .

5. Glazl.ng without gllzLng? Ask Mary Ann.

6.  Don' t  mis take t l r is  for  a  t r ip l  scratch i t  in  tb ,e raw.

7. Carborundum comedian? Take the rougtl rcitb th.e suooth.er.

. * 3

G

Bring this key
It will open the
you at the gtriz
even if you can't

with you
door for
meeting-
salvE it I

TICKET


