




3

I IPRACTICAL POTTERY AND CERAMICS' ,  by Kenneth ClArK,  StudiO ViStA,  8OPP.

P a p e r b a c k  7 "  x  1 O + " .  t " |  . 2 5

Th is  book  was f i rs t  pub l i s t red  in  1964 as  a  t ra rdbound ed i t ion  and was
r e p r i n t e d  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s .  B y  a l t e r i n g  t h e  b i n d i n g r  t h e  c o s t
has  been reduced a t  a .  t ime wt ren  near ly  a l l  o t t re r  book  pr ices  are

oar ing .

The i i r fo rmat ion  in  th is  ed i t ion  remains  t t re  same and se ts  ou t  c lear ly
the  main  bas ic  modern  techn iques  o f  t t re  po t te r .  Kenneth  C lark  t ras  been

,- teaching for many years and working in his own studio, both of whictr
f a c t s  a r e  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  c l a r i t y  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n .

Whi ls t  I  wou ld  no t  recommend a  wou ld-be  po t te ry  en thus ias t  to  learn  t r i s
c r a f t  o n l y  f r o m  b o o k s ,  i f  i t  s t r o u l d  b e c o m e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  j o i n  a  c l a s s ,
- l ien  I  wou ld  suggest  tha t  th is  book  is  p robab ly  t t re  nex t  bes t  t t r ing  to
a n  i m m e d i a t e  i n s t r u c t o r .  T h e  s t u d e n t  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  r e g u l a r l y  t o  e a c h

.  m e t h o d ,  i d e a  o r  t e c t r n i q u e  w i t h  u n m i s t a k a b l e  s i m p l i c i t y .

i .  S ta r t ing  w i th  c lays  and t t re i r  p repara t ion ,  we are  shown severa l  exerc ises-  
lead ing  to  mak ing  d i f fe ren t  fo rms and how to  decora te  them.  The prob lem
o f  d e c o r a t i o n  ( a n d  i t  c a n  b e  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h  m a n y  s t u d e n t s )  i "  e x p l a i n e d
by showing how to enrictr  the ceramic form. Ttrere are many examples of
po t te ry  f rom ear l ies t  t imes wh ic t r  show l .ow the  des igns  were  dependent
upon the  shape o f  t t re  po t .  T t re  reader r  too ,  can  make var ious  des igns
from many objects around him and can adapt t t rese to f i t  t t re form about
t o  b e  d e c o r a t e d .  H e n c e ,  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  f o l l o w s  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f
the  many fo rms wt r ich  can be  made.  Th is  leads  on  to  a  bas ic  descr ip t ion
on co lour ing  and the  severa l  met t rods  used to  app ly  t t re  co lours .

F ina l l y r  o ra  decora t ion ,  we read about  g laz ing  and gLaze mater ia ls ,  a r rd
t row to  make our  own g lazes  and tes t  them.

A shor t  chapter  on  k i lns  and f i r ing  compares  the  advantages  and d isad-
;an tages  o f  var ious  fue ls  used to  t rea t  the  d i f fe ren t  k i lns ,  and the
manner of f i r ings of earthenware and stoneware.

Las t ly ,  a  few pages are  devoted  to  the  se t t ing  up  and manag ing  o f  a
s m a l 1  p o t t e r y r ' i n c l u d i n g  e x p e n s e s  a n d  c o s t i n g  a n d  t r o w  t o  d e a l  e x p e d i e n t l y
w i th  c l ien ts .  A  s t ro r t  g lossary  and an  index  he lp  the  reader  to  f ind  the
c o r r e c t  p l a c e  i n  t h e  b o o k .

The i l lus t ra t ions  and p t ro tographs ,  a l l  in  b lack  and wh i te  a re  very  good,
bu t  I  found tha t  the  omiss ion  o f  cer ta in  page numbers ,  wt re re  the
i l l u s t r a t i o n  w a s  l a r g e ,  w a s  i r r i t a t i n g .  B u t  t h i s  i s  a  g o o d  f i r s t  b o o k
f o r  a l l  t h b s e  s t u d e n t s  o f  p o t t e r y ,  d o i n g  r O r  l e v e l s  o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l
a c t i v i t i e s  o r  r . r h o  w i s l -  t o  s t a r t  u p  t h e i r  o w n  p o t t e r y  s t u d i o .  T h e
pub l ishers  have sens ib ly  kept  down t t re  p r ice  by  no t  us ing  co lour  and
i s s u i n g  t h i s  i n  p a p e r b a c k  e d i t i o n .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  o n  t t r e  C o l l e g e  o r
s c ? r o o t r  l i b r a r y  s h e l v e s  a n d  i n  t t r e  p o t t e r t s  h o m e .

S .  R .  R o m e r
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A l s o  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a t  P e n d l e y  o n  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t
commenc ing  a t  10  p .m .  -  THE V ILLAGE COMPANY w i l l
pe r fo rm a  l i gh t  en te r ta inmen t .  THE V fLLA IN  AND THE GASL IGHT

C O M P A N Y  w i l l  b e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  v i t h  o l d e  s o n g s  t o  s i n g  a l o n g
w i t h .

Ray  Ph ipps  a r r i ved  home f rom ho l i day  i n  l { a l es  t o  f i nd  t ha t
h i s  bu i l de rs  t r ad  c lea red  an  an^ea  o f  h i s  ga rden  i n  p repa ra t i on
f o r  l a y i n g  a  n e w  p a t i o .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e y  a l s o  u p r o o t e d  m a n y
o f  t t r e  ma tu re  s t r rubs  and  bushes  wh ich  he  had  ca re fu l l y  nu r tu red .
The  mora l?

WOLFSCASTLE POTTERY

T h e  P o t t e r y ,  W o l f s c a s t l e  i s  s e t  i n  a  t i n y  h a m l e t  i n  t h e  c e n t r e
o f  P e m b r o k e s h i r e .  I  v i s i t e d  i t  o n  h o l i d a y  a n d  w a s  m o s t
i m p r e s s e d .  I t  i s  i n  m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  u n s p o i l t  c o u n t r y  a n d
t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o u r s e s  o r g a n i s e d  t h e r e  b y  M a d e l a i n e  a n d
Phi l ip  Cunn ingham are  in tended fo r  bo th  beg inners  a rd  exper ienced
a m a t e u r s .  C o u r s e  t i m e  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  t e a c h i n g ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n
a n d  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  c o r r e c t  b a l a n c e  i s  m a d e
b e t v e e n  a l l  t h r e e .  T h e  c o u r s e s  r u n  f r o m  M o n d a y  t o  F r i d a y
(ar r i ve  Sunday even ing ,  depar t  Sat r : rday  morn ing)  and cos t  t4S.
A c c o m m o d a t i o n  w h i c t r  i s  f i r s t  c l a s s  i s  i n  a  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d
c o t t a g e  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  p o t t e r y .  F o r  f r : r t h e r  d e t a i l s ,
w r i t e  t o  W o l f s c a s t l e  P o t t e r y ,  W o l f s c a s t l e ,  P e m b r o k e s h i r e  d i r e c t
o r  see  me fo r  cop ies  o f  t l .e  b rochure  wh ich  r^ ' i l l  be  ava i lab le  a t
Pend ley  and the  AGM.

Ray Phipps

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  d u e  a t  t t r e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g I

O n l y  p a i d  u p  m e m b e r s  o f  t t r e  G u i l d  r * i l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  v o t e .

P lease enro l  me as  a  member  o f  the  Dacorum and Ct r i r te rn
P o t t e r s  G u i l d  f o r  t h e  L 9 7 6 / 7  s e a s o n .  I  e n c l o s e  a  c h e q u e / p o s t a l -
o r d e r  i n  t h e  s u m  o f

Name

A.dd re  s  s

P h o n e  N o .  .  P r o f e s s i o n

T h e  r a t e s  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  S t u d e n t  3 1 . O O  ( f u f f - t i m e )

S i n g l e  f , 2 . O O

F a m i l y  f , , 3 . O O

D e t a c h  t h i s  f o r m  a n d  s e n d  w i t h  y o u r  r e m i t t a n c e  t o :

T h e  T r e a s u r e r ,  D a c o r u m  &  C t r i l t e r n  P o t t e r s  G u i l d t  L i t t I e  I { i n c h '

C h i p p e r f i e l d ,  K i n g s  L a n g l e y ,  H e r t s .



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

W e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  s e t  l a s t  y e a r .  A
f i r s t  c l a s s  l e c t u r e  p r e c e d e d  b y  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  b u s i n e s s  o f
t h e  G u i l d  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  d e s p a t c t r e d  i n  a  s h o r t ,  c r i s p  s e s s i o n
leav ing  the  ma jo r  par t  o f  the  even ing  to  o t l r  gues t .

-  
F i r s t  t t r e  e l e c t i o n  o f  O f f i c e  h o l d e r s  a n d  C o m m i t t e e :

Ctrairman Ray Phipps
Secre tary  Mur ray  F ie ldhouse
Treasurer  Tony  P leqsner

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s ,  v a c a n c i e s :  3

Mary Beerbohm
/  P h i l i p  L e a p e r

\  -  T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o t h e r  n o m i n a t i o n s ,  t h e s e  g o o d  f o l k  s t a n d  e l e c t e d .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  L 9 7 6 / 7  t h e r e f o r e  s t a n d s  a s  f o l l o r r s :

The above named,  p lus :

Mary Ann Spi lman
Ed Broadbr idge
Jane Woodhams
S t a n  R o m e r
Jenn i fe r  Bourne
Derek  Tat te rsa ] - ] .

June l la i te  has  re t i red  f rom t t re  Commi t tee  a f te r  some s te r t ing
work and we thank her for t t re arrangements for so many past
m e e t i n g s .

P e r s o n a l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  n e w  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a r e :

Panr l ine  Ash ley  qua l - i f ied  as  a  Pr imary  Schoo l  Teacher  in  L959
a t  B r i g h t o n  T r a i n i n g  c o l l e g e  w h e r e  s h e  s p e c i a l i s e d  i n  p o t t e r y
a s  t r e r  m a i n  s u b j e c t .  A f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t e a c h i n g ,  d i s c i p l i n e
n o t  b e i n g  h e r  s t r o n g e s t  s u b j e c t ,  s h e  d e c i d e d  j " t  w o u l d  b e  e a s i e r
to  rear  her  o r^ rn  t t ran  o ther  peop lers  ch i ld ren  and so  re t i red  to
t h e  d o m e s t i c  s c e n e .  D u n n g . t h i s  t i m e  s h e  c o n t i n u e d  h e r  p o t t e r y
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  e v e n i n g  c l a s s e s ,  a t t e n d e d  a  T e a c t r e r s  I  S h o r t
Course  a t  Hampstead Garden Suburb  fns t i tu te  and was subsequent ly
o f fe red  a  par t - t ime po t te ry  pos t  w i th  the l .ondon Borough o f
Barnet Adult  Educat ion Department for wtrom she tras worked for
e i g h t  y e a r s .

S t re  i s  a rso  beg inn ing  to  es tab l i sh  a .  smal l  s tud io  a t  t rome and.
is  teach ing  par t - t ime in  a  p r imary  schoo l .  Her  in te res t  in  t t re
G u i l d  i s  w h o l e h e a r t e d  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c .
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P t r i l i p  L e a p e r  i s  H e a d  o f  C r e a t i v e  A r t s  F a c u l t y  a t  F r a n c i s
C o m b e  S c h o o l .  H e  i s  a n  e x a m i n e r  o f  t h e  C . S . E .  A r t  a n d  C r a f t .
H e  i s  a l s o  a s s i s t a n t  e x a m i n e r  f o r  t O t  a n d  r A r  l e v e l  p o t t e r y
f o r  A . E . B .  H i s  m a i n  i n t e r e s t  i s  p r a c t i c a l  p o t t e r y  t e c h n i q u e s
i n  E d u c a t i o n .

M a r v  B e e r b o h m  s t u d i e d  p a i n t i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e  d e s i g n  a t  a r t
s c t r o o l  a  l o n g  t i m e  d g o ,  a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  t o o k  u p  t e a c h i n g
a r t  a n d  c r a f t  i n  t h r e e  S t .  A l b a n s  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  I n  o n e
w a s  a  k i l n  w h i c h  n o  o n e  u s e d  s o  M a r y  w e n t  t o  t h e  T e a c h e r s r
A r t  C e n t r e  a t  S t .  A l b a n s  S c h o o l  o f  A r t  a n d  l e a r n e d  t o  u s e
i t  - '  o r r€  s tep  ahead o f  the  ch i ld rer l  Four .  , years  la te r ,  she
w e n t  t o  N e w l a n d  P i r k  c o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  b e c o m e  q u a l i f i e d .
s ince  then,  she has  taught  in  p r imary  schoors  and ar t  w i th  a
1 i t t l e  p o t t e r y  i n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s .  S h e  s t i l l  a t t e n d s  t h e
T e a c h e r s '  A r t  C e n t r e  w h e r e  s h e  e n j o y s  m a k i n g  l a r g e ,  c o i l e d
p o t s  b u t  d i s l i k e s  t h r o w i n g .  S h e  t r a s  e n j o y e d  t h e  v a r i e d
programme o f  the  Gu i td .

C e l e b r i t v  L e c t u r e

I {e  have been success fur  in  ob ta in ing  a  mourd  maker  to  ta rk
to  us  and g ive  us  a  demonst ra t ion .  He is  a  mou ld  maker  in  the
o l d  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  t h i s  i s  a n  a s p e c t  o f  p o t t e r y  w h i c h  w e  h a v e
n e v e r  e x p r o r e d  i n s i d e  t h e  G u i l d  b e f o r e .  H e  i s  a  d e m o n s t r a t o r
a t  G lads tone Pot te ry  and r * i -L . l  be  ab le  to  a r ls rder  a1 l -  sor ts  o f
t e c h n r c a r  q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  a  f i r s t  c l a s s  c a t c h  s o  w e  w a n t
t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y .

P l e a s e  m a k e  t h e  A G M  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s ;  b r i n g  f r i e n d s ,  n e i g h b o u r s ,
pup i l s ,  fe l low s tudents  -  anyone who might  be  in te res ted  -  member
o r  n o t .  T h e  l e c t u r e  w i l l  b e  g o o d  i n  i t s  o r { n  r i g h t .  r t  g i v e s
t h e  y e a r r s  a c t i v i t y  t h e  r i g h t  s t a r t  a n d  w e  h a v e  s o m e  c h a n c e  o f
g e t t i n g  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  s u b s c r i p t i o n  r e n e w e d  b y  a .  g o o d  p r o p o r t i o n
o f  e x i s t i n g  m e m b e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e c r u i t i n g  a  f e w  r r e w  o n e s .

P l e a s e  p u t  u p  t h e  p o s t e r  a d v e r t i s r n g  t h e  e v e n t .  u s e  l i b r a r i e s ,
s p a r e  w a l l s ,  c o r r e g e  a n d  s c h o o r  n o t i c e  b o a r d s  -  a n y w t r e r e  f o r
p u b l i c i t y .

From Uatford ard M.l
The Route  to  Pot ten  End
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